
City of Palo Regular Council Meeting March 8
th

, 2010 

  
Page 1 

 
  

 

The Palo City Council met in open session Monday March 8
th

, 2010 at the Temporary City Hall located at 

the FS Building. Mayor John Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following council 

present: Jeff Beauregard, Paula Gunter, Trent Miller, Scott Packingham and Tom Sanders. Others present: 

City Attorney; Scott Peterson, Infrastructure Commander; Tom Watson, City Administrator/Clerk; Stacy 

Dix and City Maintenance Employee; Emily Packingham.    

Mayor Harris asked everyone to stand and say the pledge of allegiance.  

Motion by Gunter to approve the agenda with the removal of item #17 appointment for Board of Appeals, 

seconded by Beauregard, v.v, motion carried (5-0).  

Sanders had several questions regarding the bills, Council would like to see a print out of the sewer 

discharge #’s for the next City of Cedar Rapids billing. Motion by Gunter to approve the February 22
nd

, 

2010 Council minutes, bills and budget review, seconded by Beauregard, v.v, motion carried, (5-0). 

Claims Report:  

AFLAC    AFLAC Pre-tax   $           136.56 

Agvantage, FS, Inc.    Gas      $        1,086.06 

Anderson-Bogert   General Engineering   $      10,308.16 

Brentt Stepanek   Boat Flood Lamp- HF-64  $           148.74 

Brown Concrete   Old Lagoon to CR   $        9,288.00 

City of Cedar Rapids   WW Service 11/09- 11/30/09  $      10,393.23 

Culligan    Water     $             26.25 

ECICOG    Clerks Workshop Stacy & Trisca $             20.00 

EFTPS     FED/FICA Tax   $        2,549.10 

Electronic Engineering  Fire Boat Communication-HF 64 $           375.00 

Erek Sittig    Legal fees    $           332.50 

ESCO Electric    Maintenance Bldg. wiring  $        3,698.85 

Fine Line Printing & Copy  Business Cards   $           136.42 

Gazette Communications Inc.  Legal Publication   $           270.69 

Iowa Department of Revenue  State Taxes    $           892.00 

Iowa One Call    Locates    $             23.40 

IPERS     Ipers     $        2,207.45 

ISU Extension    P&Z Workshop(Miller & Gunter) $   110.00 

Keystone Laboratories  Testing    $             10.50 

L.L. Pelling Co.   Retainage Release   $        7,002.02 

Linn Co. Treasurer   Utility Installation   $        5,924.89 

Linn County Planning & Develop. Building Inspections   $           201.83 

Linn County Recorder  Record Annexation Palo March Rd. $             49.00 

Linn County Sheriff’s Office  Police Services 4/1-6/30/10  $        8,125.00 

Menards    Misc. Supplies    $           266.39 

Mercycare  Community Physicians Physical/Testing   $           115.00 

Michelle Nejdl   Postage Reimbursement  $             29.35 

Office Express    Office Supplies   $           125.95 

Palo Auto Repair   Truck Repair    $           332.73 

Palo Coop.    Telephone Service   $           331.15 

Ralston Construction   3 Loads of Sand Hauled  $           150.00 

Rexco Equipment Inc.   Assy & Oil Cartridge   $             44.66 

Scott C. Peterson   Legal Fees    $        5,440.50 

Selective Insurance-Flood  Flood Insurance 505 Vinton St. $             885.00 

Solum Lang Architects, LLC  Community Center PW950  $        34,335.30 

St. Lukes Corporate Health Services Testing    $             162.00 

Titan Access Account   Operators Manual Case Tractor $        58.19 
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Tom Watson    Mileage Reimbursement  $             280.00 

Treasurer’s Office   L. Elmore    $               65.00 

Trisca Smetzer   Postage Reimbursement  $               15.62 

Truenorth Companies, LC  Life Insurance    $               48.00 

US Postal    Postage    $             159.08 

Watson Services   Snow Removal/Backhoe Ice Drain $          2,504.14 

Wendling Quarries, Inc.  Sand     $             485.82 

   Total Accounts Payable    $      109,149.53   

Payroll: 

General    $  8,368.35 

Road Use    $  3,300.62 

Property Acquisition   $  2,338.27 

Sewer     $  2,930.10 

Linn County Sheriff report: Hours required 108.33 actual hours worked 142.22 with 44 calls from 2/8 

through 3/8.  

Audience Comments: Doug Hanover asked if the Lions Club could be a part of the private organization 

report. Council stated yes.  Julie Ludovissy questioned the snow removal with Watson Services being a 

conflict of interest. Mayor Harris stated Tom works under the City Administrator and she makes the final 

decisions.  Questioned the dirt moratorium being on the agenda.  Stated it will be an agenda item at the 

Workshop on Saturday.  Dan Oliphant stated he will not be attending the P&Z meeting this coming 

Friday and would like for Doug Hanover to sit in his place to be an advisor.  Tim Carson questioned the 

dirt moratorium and the amount being placed on Watson’s development.  Mayor Harris stated this is an 

agenda item on the workshop this Saturday.  Jeremy Crawford presented the Council with information 

regarding wireless high speed internet with dedicated 5 Meg.  Would like Council to consider a letter of 

support to be included with a grant application the company is applying for.  This is not a binding 

contract.   

Department Reports: 

Emily Packingham submitted the daily log reports and answered questions from the Council.  Sanders 

questioned cleaning hazardous material out of a house. Stated this was removing items from one of the 

houses on the property acquisition list.  Sanders questioned purchasing coffee for City Hall.  Stated this 

was purchased at Menards when picking up supplies.  Miller questioned the process of removing 

hazardous material from the properties that are on the property acquisition program.  Watson stated the 

city is following the administrative plan procedures.     

 

Gunter informed Council of a meeting she will be attending on March 17
th

 at Linn County regarding 

animal control.    

Motion by Gunter to place Ordinance #564-2010 Amending and adding provisions pertaining to City 

Personnel on its third and final reading, seconded by Beauregard, roll call, Sanders nay, motion carried (4-

1). 

Motion by Gunter to open the public hearing at 7:42pm regarding Ordinance #565-2010 Flood Plain 

Management and FIRM Map ammendment.  No comments.  Motion by Gunter to close the public hearing 

at 7:44pm, seconded by Beauregard.  Motion by Beauregard to place Ordinance #565-2010 on its first 

reading, seconded by Miller, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

Organization Report: 

Doug Hanover stated the Lions Club is having a fish fry at the Cedar River Garden Center March 12
th

. 

Resolution# 3-8-10A to approve the amendment for th Administrative plan for the voluntary property 

acquisition funded under the Hazard Mitigation grant program, motion by Gunter, seconded by 

Beauregard, roll call, Sanders nay, Packingham nay, motion carried (3-2). 

Resolution #3-08-10B to approve the Local Match for the HMGP Hazard Mitigation grant for Concession 

Stand Safe room, Motion by Beauregard, seconded by Miller, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  
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Motion by Gunter to approve the lowest bid from Ralston Construction for the installation of sewer 

service line in the amount of $24,800.00, motion by Gunter, seconded by Packingham, v.v, motion carried 

(5-0).  

Brief discussion on city owned residential property, taxes were paid by a private individual.  The City 

Attorney has stated this should not be an issue, however the city will put this on hold until a confirmation 

is made. 

Resolution #3-08-10C to transfer $170,000.00 from Money Market to General fund, motion by Gunter, 

seconded by Beauregard, roll call, motion carried (5-0). 

Resolution #3-08-10D to transfer $25,000.00 from Money Market to General fund, motion by 

Beauregard, seconded by Gunter, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

Resolution #3-08-10E to approve the appointment of Jennifer Koester to the Park & Recreation Board 

term to expire December 31
st
, 2012, motion by Gunter, seconded by Packingham, roll call, motion carried 

(5-0). 

Resolution #3-08-10F to approve the appointment of Raymond Dix to the Board of Appeals term to 

expire December 31
st
, 2013, motion by Beauregard, seconded by Gunter, roll call, motion carried (5-0). 

 

Old Business 

Miller discussed the Newsletter, Packingham volunteered to do this month’s Newsletter.  

Sanders questioned the status on the tree & brush removal. Watson stated he will be doing a walk through 

on Tuesday March 9
th

.  Packingham questioned the log jam and tree stumps.  Stated they have been 

removing the logs out of the creek and the bid was to clear cut the trees.   

New Business 

Miller stated the gravel on Linn Drive was nice however it needs more.  Watson stated there will be more 

gravel placed on the road once this has settled.   

Reminder Town Hall Meeting Saturday March 13
th

, 9:00am at the Palo Fire Station.  The SWMC will be 

presenting various projects.   

Gunter stated she will be out of town for the Special meeting on Monday March 15
th

 and asked if she 

could participate via phone conference.  Mayor Harris stated yes.   

 

Motion by Gunter to adjourn at 8:15pm, seconded by Packingham, motion carried (5-0). 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Trisca Smetzer, City Clerk 

 

 
 


