
City of Palo 

Council Meeting Minutes 

August 25
th

, 2008 

 

The Palo City Council met in Open Session Monday August 25
th

, 2008 at the Temporary 

City Hall located at the FS Building. Mayor Beauregard called the meeting to order at 

6:30 PM with the following council present: Alan Mengler, Paula Gunter-Mayor Pro-

tem, JeannieBlumer, Trent Miller and Julie Klawiter. Others present: City Attorney; Scott 

Peterson, City Infrastructure Commander; Tom Watson, City Administrator; Stacy Dix, 

City Public Works Director; Tony Hite. 

 

 Mayor Beauregard opened the public hearing @ 6:30 pm regarding Hazard 

Mitigation Plan. 

 Beauregard stated the city will be meeting with FEMA on Wednesday regarding 

the plan. 

 Mayor Beauregard opened the public hearing @ 6:32 regarding Ordinance #537-2008 

Non-Conforming Uses 165.20. 

 Watson discussed this would pertain to the homes that are being demolished and 

are rebuilding on the same lot that would not be able to comply with current 

zoning ordinances.  

 Blumer concerned with it stating 75% when FEMA is over 50% damage. 

 Gunter stated could add to section properties affected by the 2008 flood see 

paragraph 4(a). 

 Mayor Beauregard opened the public hearing @ 6:45 regarding Ordinance#538-2008 

providing for the regulation of a deep well site controlled by the city of Palo.  

 Stated the well has been put in at the Fire Department for potable water use.  The 

majority of the homes in Palo have sandpoint wells that are contaminated due to 

the flood. 

 

 Linn County Sherriff’s report; still patrolling the contracted 25 hours per week and 

are here full-time at night. 

 

 Motion by Gunter, seconded by Blumer to approve the minutes from the previous 

meeting, motion carried (5-0). 

 

 Motion by Mengler, seconded by Gunter to approve the bills and budget, motion 

carried (5-0). 

 

Rudd Sanitation              Solid Waste Disposal         5329.68 

True North Co.   Insurance            40.00 

Midway Outdoor Equip.  Push Mower flood damage                   291.50 

IDNR    NPEDES Permit         175.00 

Office Elements  Copier Images         119.59 

L.L Pelling Co   Street Maint. Flood         915.61 

Stacy Dix   Keys for FS Building             4.83 

Watson Services  Sewer Lines & Manhole repairs     2415.36 



HUP Electric Motors  Replace pump main lift station       388.70 

Anderson-Bogert    Engineering Fees                    11,526.03 

St Lukes Corporate health ER & Trauma 6-12-08        251.10 

Ralston Construction  Debris Removal             345,705.61 

Hawkins Inc.   Chemicals       1,541.96 

Port”o”Jonny   Pumping-Flood                 2,625.00 

Wright Express  Fuel            217.71 

Qwest    phone service                       10.24 

Verocity Wireless  Phone service Tony                      60.60 

Rod Van Wart   Inspections-flood                 1,841.75 

Esco Electric   Infrastructure repair                 5,594.30 

Shakespeare Storage  Storage Unit Rental         300.00 

Kelly Concrete co.  Truck for sand                     300.00 

Michelle Nidjl   Postage             12.48 

Judith Brown   Library Card            25.00 

Terry Parson   Locks for storage garage          25.44 

 

 Ordinance #537-2008 Amending provision pertaining to Non-conforming uses 

pertaining to the flood.  Motion by Gunter to approve the first reading of Ordinance 

#537-2008, seconded by Klawiter, roll call, motion approved (5-0).  Motion by 

Gunter seconded by Mengler to suspend the the second reading of Ordinance #537-

2008, roll call, motion carried (5-0). Motion by Blumer seconded by Miller to 

approve the second reading of Ordinance #537-2008, roll call, motion carried (5-0). 

Motion by Mengler seconded by Klawiter to approve the third and final reading of 

Ordinance #537-2008, roll call, motion carried (5-0). 

 Ordinace #538-2008 providing for the regulation of a deep well site controlled by the 

City of Palo. Motion by Blumer to approve the first reading of Ordinance #538-2008, 

seconded by Mengler, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

 Ordinance #536-2008 Amending provisions pertaining to delinquent utility accounts 

subsection 99.05(1) and 99.07 lien notice.  Motion by Mengler to approve the second 

reading of Ordinance #536-2008, seconded by Gunter, voice vote, (5-0). 

 Hazard Mitigation Plan tabled until next council meeting. 

 

 Resolution #082508A to appoint John Harris to fill the vacancy on Board of 

Adjustment, motion by Mengler, seconded by Blumer, motion carried (5-0). 
 

 Resolution #082508B to transfer $500,000 from the Money Market account to 

the General Ledger fund, motion by Gunter, seconded by Klawiter, motion carried 

(5-0). 

 

 Emily Packingham discussed the issue of having a sewer line run through their back 

yard with no easement.  Their house is to be demolished because of structural 

damage; the front of their property has an 80 foot street easement. Requesting the 

opportunity to buy back part of the easement so their house could be replaced on their 

lot.  There is only one section of Main Street with an 80 foot easement.   
 

 Stated they will need to set up a meeting with the P&Z Committee.  



 

 Resolution #082508C to assess property for nuisance abatement motion by 

Mengler, seconded by Gunter, motion carried (5-0). 

 Marilyn Barta was present to discuss the status of the Palo Fun Day, stated all 

donated proceeds will go towards the Rebuilding Palo Fund. We have scheduled 

activities and have several nice items donated for the auction. Flyers will be going out 

to residents and watch the website.  

 

 Resolution #082508D to approve the fee for re-construction permits for any new 

homes or homes that were purchased after June 9
th

, 2008, motion by Gunter, 

seconded by Blumer, motion carried (5-0). 

 

 Motion by Miller to approve the liquor license transfer for the Palo Mini Mart for the 

Palo Fun Day, motion by Miller, seconded by Blumer, motion carried (5-0).  

 Resolution #082508E to approve Jud as Operations  at the rate of the City 

Administrator to be retro June 12
th

, 2008, motion by Blumer, seconded by Gunter, 

motion carried (5-0). 

 

Department Reports: 

 Paula stated will be looking into getting NIMS recertified/ certified for all city 

employee’s and elected officials. Their was an announcement Rich Mahaney has 

resigned effective 8/29/08. 

 Sewer- Tom updated on the sewer still finding debris in system, Jon Bogart is getting 

a proposal together for lining and camera. 

 

Audience Comments: 

 Faye Dykema with the Christian Reform World Relief Committee (CRWRC) stated 

they will still be doing the needs assessments at Westdale Mall and Salvation Army. 

Please fill out this will determine the grants and funding. 

 Bill Zeller questioned the properties located at 104 & 106 Vinton Street and the port 

potties located in town.  

 

Motion by Blumer, seconded by Gunter to go into closed session @ 8:37 pm. 

Motion by Mengler to adjourn @ 9:10 pm, seconded by Blumer.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Trisca Smetzer, City Clerk 
 


