
PALO CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

4533 Shellsburg Road, Palo, Iowa, 52324 

October 26th, 2010 

6:30 p.m. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor Pro-tem Beauregard called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

2. ROLL CALL 

Present:  Beauregard, Gunter, Miller, Sanders 

Absent:  Packingham, Mayor Harris 

Others Present: Asst.City Attorney; Erek Sittig, Asst. City Engineer; Matt Shock, Infrastructure; 

Tom Watson, City Administrator/Clerk; Stacy Dix, City Maintenance; Emily Packingham,  

Chairman SWMC; Dave Schoettmer and H.R. Green Engineer; Andrew Marsh 

3. Welcome and Pledge of Allegiance  

Mayor Pro-tem Beauregard welcomed the audience and asked everyone to stand and say the 

pledge.   

4. Agenda Approval 

Motion by Gunter seconded by Miller to approve the agenda as noted. 
 
 ROLL CALL:   Aye: Beauregard, Gunter, Miller, Sanders 
   Nay:  None 
Motion Approved:   4-0 

 

5. Consent Agenda 

DAR (Delinquent Account Report)  

Council Meeting Minutes October 11th, 2010 

Motion by Gunter to approve the consent agenda seconded by Beauregard. 
 
ROLL CALL:   Aye: Beauregard, Gunter, Miller, Sanders 
   Nay:  None 
Motion Approved:   4-0 

 

6. Audience Comments 

Bill Zeller 201 Vinton Street questioned his status on the agenda.  Council noted Mr. Zeller is 
agenda item #9 Refuse requirements. Sanders questioned why Mr. Zellers name was not on the 
agenda.  
Smetzer noted the item in question was on the agenda in response to Mr. Zellers request.  
Sanders stated he would like the residents name to be included on the agenda in the future.  
Mr. Zeller stated the church signs are leaning on hwy 94 and Blairs Ferry Road.   
Miller responded that these issues do not need to wait to be brought up at the Council meeting 
they should be directed to city hall when observed and city clerk will supply a work order for 
maintenance staff to perform necessary duties.  



Mr. Zeller questioned the expiration date for the dirt moratorium referring to dirt piles that 
have been there awhile.   

7. Department Reports: 

Emily Packingham stated the mulching blade has arrived for the mower. Residents continue to 
place leaves in the street ROW and would like direction if Council would like the city to mulch 
the leaves; if not removed they will eventually plug the storm drains.   
Erek Sittig noted the potential danger about large leaf piles and what could potentially be in 
them.   
Emily stated she has received some quotes on flashing stop ahead signs the lowest price was 
around $900, still need to get quotes on flashing red light for middle of intersection.   
Gunter noted she would send Stacy an email with companies to solicit quotes from.   
Miller noted the written report he found useful and requested one for the next Council meeting.  
Beauregard questioned the status of Main Street culvert.   
Emily stated she placed dirt and packed down, staff will need to monitor this monthly with being 
in a drainage way it will gradually wash out.   

           Gunter requested putting this in the Maintenance Plan.   
8. Palo Chamber of Commerce Report: 

Dan Diehm noted the new Palo sign has been installed utilizing grant funds; next step is to grade 
around the sign and continue with the wetlands theme.  Ralston Construction has volunteered 
to help complete. Would like to utilize the dirt from the borrow pit.   
Watson questioned if this would be in the 100 yr flood plain to make sure it’s ok to remove.   
Matt Shock will look into classification and get back to Dan.   

9. Resolution #10-26-10A Request for proposals Property Acquisition Demo Relocation Program.  
Sanders noted the foundation at 41 Church Street is in excellent condition would like to see this 
utilized in the green space for future activities.   
Motion by Gunter seconded by Sanders to award the bid to Venenga Excavating for demolition 
of the following structures: 

40 Church Street 
40 Church Street Parcel 
41 Church Street 
41 Church Street Parcel 
600 Iowa Avenue 
602 Iowa Avenue 
704 Iowa Avenue 
34 Main Street 
35 Main Street 
36 Main Street 
40 Main Street 
41 Main Street 
43 Main Street 
18 Drake Drive 

 
ROLL CALL:   Aye: Beauregard, Gunter, Miller, Sanders 
   Nay:  None 
Motion Approved:   4-0 
 



10. Resolution #10-26-10B to approve Professional Services agreement Amendment No.1 with H.R. 

Green for the water distribution project. 

Watson noted Dave Schoettmer, Scott Peterson and himself met with Andrew Marsh to review 
the contract.  All parties feel confident this is a very good contract and would recommend 
council approval.  
Sanders questioned section 3 pg8 #14 items not covered regarding significant street repair. 
Andrew Marsh noted that is primarily if the City is designing new intersection or streets that 
would not be included; contractor will replace and repair any roads that are disturbed for water 
lines.  Andrew stated his firm will also work with the City on identifying any new streets or high 
traffic areas.   
Beauregard questioned the schedule.  Andrew noted a draft schedule was identified in the 
contract, DNR requires a minimum of three month pilot test, and construction would begin in 
the summer 2011.   
Motion by Miller to approve Resolution#10-26-10A seconded by Gunter to approve 
Resolution#10-26-10A. 
 
ROLL CALL:   Aye: Beauregard, Gunter, Miller, Sanders 
   Nay:  None 
Motion Approved:   4-0 

11. Ball Diamond Improvements.  

Material presented to Council; Ricklefs contract, invoices and change orders for the Ball field 

improvement project, Cedar River Garden Center proposal for the work that was performed and 

Prairie Landscapes Estimate for future improvements to the ball diamond.   

Emily Packingham presented some of the debris found on the new ball diamond consisting of 

broken glass and rocks. Sanders stated he also found debris walking on the diamond. Sanders 

would like to wait for snow and more rain to settle the debris in the ground before proceeding 

with another project.   

Gunter questioned where the original fill came from.  Stated it was dirt from the old community 

center demolition site.   

Matt Shock noted they did a topographic survey in March and the rough grade was at the right 

elevation.  Initially this area was going to remain a green space.  Once it transitioned there was 

top soil added to rough grade.   

Dan Diehm stated the soil conditions were very poor, as they hauled away six loads of debris out 

of the infield and walked with wheel barrels to pick up more debris.  Dan noted the final grade 

improved the drainage where the water would not drain off the infield or outfield. The infield 

was not included in the bid however it needed attention Dan requested the city haul in 6 loads 

of lime to bring up to grade and manicured around backstop and drainage now works properly.   

Matt Shock stated the original contract would not allow for the professional grade that Cedar 

River Garden Center performed.  The contract was put on hold when the Council voted to go 

from sod to seed and the original contractor could not perform the work within the specified 

time.  The work that was performed was beyond what was bid, however the field at this time 

would need a couple inches of topsoil and correct clearance by the fence to perform as a 

tournament field.    



Dan Diehm offered to supervise the Maintenance Staff and bring in dirt, fill in areas, seed,   

fertilizer and lay down straw mulch in the area that was washed out by the sprinkler.    

Watson requested Chris Funke from Prairie Landscape explain his bid.   

Chris Funke stated their company has been specializing in ball fields for over 15 years, city 

should consider what expectations the diamond will serve whether tournaments or recreational 

ball.  Funke would add turface to the infield which helps with drainage and drill seed everything 

instead of using straw and seed.  The diamond would be able to be utilized in 3-6 weeks once 

drill seeded.    

After further discussion the Council unanimously agreed to utilize Mr. Diehm’s offer to supervise 

the repairs to the diamond and have staff along with volunteers pick up the debris on the field.   

12. Refuse Requirements 

 

Bill Zeller requested refuse services be optional for businesses and also questioned why they are 

paying for sewer when it’s barely utilized.   

Beauregard noted the 106.04 in the Palo Ordinance requires businesses to use refuse services at 

least once per week.   

Sanders questioned 106.07 of the Palo Ordinance looks like you would be able to haul away to 

an approved site. 

After further discussion Motion by Sanders, seconded by Miller to waive commercial refuse fees 

for parcels that do not request the service.  

ROLL CALL:   Aye: Beauregard, Gunter, Miller, Sanders 
   Nay:  None 
Motion Approved:   4-0 

13. Resolution #10-26-10C Palo Fire Station Site Plan Approval.   
Motion by Miller, seconded by Gunter to approve the Palo Fire Station site plan in the Pobail 

Addition.  

ROLL CALL:   Aye: Beauregard, Gunter, Miller, Sanders 
   Nay:  None 
Motion Approved:   4-0 

14. Sale of Property 48 Lincoln Drive 
Auction was held on the property Saturday October 23rd, 2010; there were no bids received.   
Council unanimously agreed to hold off until spring to try and sell the property.  

15. Resolution #10-26-10D to approve Property Lien on 70 Dale Lee Drive. 
Motion by Beauregard seconded by Gunter to approve the property lien. 
ROLL CALL:   Aye: Beauregard, Gunter, Miller, Sanders 
   Nay:  None 
Motion Approved:   4-0 

16. Old Business 
Gunter noted that she performed the lighting survey on First Street as stated from the previous 
minutes and there seems to be no issues.  Sanders concurred with Gunter’s statement.    
Miller asked the Council if they were interested in having the burning issue on the agenda with 
recently having repeated inquiries.  Council stated not at this time. 



Miller questioned the urgency of the sign taken down on the south side of town.  Dix stated a 
work order was issued after the Council meeting that Mr. Zeller had complained about the 
condition the sign was in.   
Watson noted the letter that was presented to the Council from Engineer that designed the 
project for the Senior Housing Center parking lot project. Watson and Shock have met with the 
contractor to discuss the issues and need to repair.   Anderson-Bogerts firm shot elevation levels 
on Clinton Street.  City has spent around $1000 to date.  Matt Shock noted there is 70 feet 
draining directly onto the road usually go from ROW to an apron crown and shoot into ditch.  
Watson stated they also damaged the street with the large track hoe.  The site plan was not 
presented to the city until after construction had begun and has had issues with drainage since 
construction.  Shock and Watson to meet with Garling Construction to discuss further how they 
will proceed to correct drainage issue and street repair.   
Miller noted he is continuing to search for a ¾ ton pickup and so far has not found anything 
worth the asking price.   

17. New Business 
Beauregard stated he would like staff to contact Venenga Excavating to make sure he holds off 
on the lot with concrete pad.  
Beauregard also questioned the status of the trail and what he can do to help.  Watson stated 
the easement agreement has not been signed as of yet and no volunteers have stepped forward 
recently besides Ralston Construction.  Miller questioned the 12 foot requirement and noted it 
was helpful to see a plan as Council had not seen this prior.  Matt Shock noted this was intended 
for 2 lane bike traffic initially it was 10 feet. All areas of the trail should have at least a 10 foot 
width.  After further discussion Beauregard requested a figure on how much money has been 
spent to date and move forward from there.   
Sanders would like staff to contact Farmers market chair to have signs picked up.   
Miller requested Watson confirm with contractors the manifold will be closed down on the 
splash pad.  
Watson questioned when the dugouts would be done and concrete pad poured.  Staff to look 
into whether benches were purchased and forward to Council.   

18. Audience Comments: 
Bill Zeller 201 Vinton Street Stated he would help with the debris pick up at the new ball 
diamond.   

19. Adjournment 
Motion by Gunter, seconded by Beauregard to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by 
 
 
 
Trisca Smetzer, City Clerk 


