
City of Palo Regular Council Meeting April 26
th

, 2010 

  
Page 1 

 
  

 

The Palo City Council met in open session Monday April 26
th

, 2010 at the Temporary City Hall 

located at the FS Building. Mayor John Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the 

following council present: Jeff Beauregard, Paula Gunter, Trent Miller, Scott Packingham and 

Tom Sanders. Others present: City Attorney; Scott Peterson, Infrastructure Commander; Tom 

Watson, City Administrator/Clerk; Stacy Dix and City Maintenance Employee Emily 

Packingham.   

Mayor John Harris asked everyone to stand and say the pledge of allegiance.  

Mayor Harris thanked everyone for attending and reminded the audience about the procedures 

for participation.  

Motion by Gunter to approve the agenda with the addition of adding Disaster Relief Grant 

Contract, seconded by Beauregard, motion carried (5-0).  

Motion by Gunter to approve the consent agenda including one bill for Dana Pfab of 

reimbursement for Linn County Recording fees for affidavits in the amount of $277.38, Palo 

Mini Mart Cigarette permit and DAR, seconded by Packingham, v.v, motion carried (5-0).  

Audience Comments: Bill Zeller questioned if the city was intending to clean the streets, the 

fire station needs to be cleaned up around it, and also questioned the ditches along Covington 

Road holding water if that was the intended use to retain water.  Mayor Harris stated the city will 

look into that project that is not the intended use.  Doug Hanover stated the Lions Club and the 

Church will be doing a fish fry September 17
th

.  Brian Beaty stated the Council and staff needs to 

work together. There are a lot of things in town that need to be addressed such as safety issues in 

the park. Packingham questioned the fence posts that are in the park and stated they would be 

potentially dangerous.    

Dick Postma questioned whether you could shoot a bow and arrow in town also had a concern 

with a go cart going down his street.  Dix stated you need to contact the Sheriff’s Department.  

Beauregard requested the information regarding golf carts and ATV’s be published in the 

newsletter.  Dave Heneke questioned if the City is doing rodent control is concerned about a rat 

infestation.  Dix stated there have been no reports of any rats in town and dairy has their own 

rodent control.  Harris requested the city has a professional come out and assess.  

Dan Oliphant, Planning & Zoning Commission Chairman stated the P&Z members had a few 

questions regarding the designation of road and road use tax funding.  The Commission 

member’s terms also need to be looked at along with one member not living in the city but has 

applied for voluntary annexation.  Staff will add to the workshop agenda for discussion.   

Department Reports:  

Emily Packingham submitted the maintenance report.  Watson submitted a couple quotes for 

pallet racking to be placed in the addition to the fire station that is being utilized by the 

maintenance staff. Council would like to proceed with ordering from Frontier.   

Motion by Gunter to open Public Hearing regarding Ordinance #566-2010 Amending provisions 

pertaining to Animal Protection and Control, Chapter 55 of the Palo Code of Ordinance at 

6:58pm , seconded by Gunter, motion carried (5-0).  Dick Postma submitted a report from the 

Mayo Clinic regarding the potential health risks from chickens and stated he does not want to see 

them in his neighborhood.  Mary Benion questioned being cleaned daily, the number of chickens 

and requiring a fence if you have a closed coup or fowlhouse. Gunter stated should be one or the 

other a 4’fence or a coup/fowlhouse. Motion by Gunter, seconded by Beauregard to close the 

Public Hearing at 7:12pm, motion carried (5-0). After further discussion motion by Beauregard 
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to place Ordinance #566-2010 on its first reading with the removal of item #7, seconded by 

Packingham, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

Motion by Beauregard to withdrawl the previous offer of $82,083.00 for 43 Main Street as part 

of the HMGP Property Acquistion program, seconded by Gunter, v.v., motion carried (5-0) 

Motion by Gunter to approve the purchase offer of $75,000.00 for 43 Main Street as part of the 

HMGP Property Acquisition program, seconded by Miller, v.v., motion carried (5-0). 

Discussion was held on Resolution#4-12-10D Property Lien for 105 Bear Creek Ct. was stated 

there was a discrepency last meeting regarding the purpose of the lien.  When Council approves 

the resolution this amount becomes a property lien on their residence and is filed with the Linn 

County Recorders office. The dis-connection is a policy within the Ordinance. Ample 

notification is sent out to the property owner for delinquency when they receive their final notice  

there is an appelate process in place for those that do not want their sewer dis-connected.  Motion 

by Gunter to proceed with dis-connection, seconded by Sanders, v.v, motion carried (5-0). 

Resolution #4-26-10A to transfer $27,846.84 from Money Market to General fund, motion by 

Gunter, seconded by Beauregard, roll call, motion carried (5-0). 

Resolution #4-26-10B to approve the Shaw First Addition into Linn County within two miles of 

the city limits, motion by Beauregard, seconded by Sanders, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

Resolution #4-26-10C to approve the Boundary Survery Contract for the HMGP Property 

Acquisition for Anderson-Bogert Engineers & Surveyors Inc, motion by Miller, seconded by 

Packingham, roll call, motion carried (5-0). 

Resolution # 4-26-10D to award the Asbestos Survery Contract through the HMGP Property 

Acquistion grant program to Evans Inspection Service of $340.00 per property. Motion by 

Miller, seconded by Beauregard, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

Discussion regarding advertising expense for auction of 48 Lincoln Drive Council would like to 

review the requirements and discuss at the May 17
th

 workshop and have auction directly after the 

Town Hall Meeting on June 12
th

, 2010.  

P&Z Commission submitted a recommendation to the Council regarding the Palo United 

Methodist Church request to remove the trees in ROW along 2
nd

 Street for off street parking. 

Motion by Sanders to approve the removal of the trees for additional parking, seconded by 

Miller, v.v., motion carried (5-0). 

Maintenance Department submitted a quote for a finish mower to use in the park areas, Council 

made motion to proceed with purchase. 

Discussion regarding medical benefit that will be held on Saturday May 1
st
 requesting to use the 

city tent. Council stated they will review the tent requests on a case by case situation.  Motion by 

Beauregard to allow the use of the tent, having Doug Hanover oversee the setup and takedown to 

be picked up on Friday and returned on Sunday, seconded by Miller, v.v., motion carried (5-0). 

Discussion regarding the Planning & Zoning recommendation for designation of roads, Council 

requested more time to review and bring back to next regualar Council meeting.  

Motion by Gunter to approve having Mayor Harris sign the CDBG Disaster Relief Grant for 

water source and distribution project, seconded by Beauregard, v.v, motion carried (5-0).  

Old Business 

Gunter questioned the stripping on the new parking lot by the ball diamond.  Stated the city has 

the print and will be going out for bid.  

Beauregard recommended Josh Frank for the Board of Appeals.  Stated will add to the next 

agenda.   
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Miller questioned where we are regarding the welcome sign.  Chamber will be at the next 

meeting to get an update. Miller also questioned the status on the concrete at the Cedar River 

Estates park.  Contractor has stated they will be replacing it in two weeks.  

Miller questioned the trees on Drake Drive. Watson stated the final walk through has not been 

completed. Council would like to get a quote for the removal of the willow tree off of Drake 

Drive.  

Miller questioned if Sanders had located a truck for the city. Sanders stated he has not been able 

to find a suitable one within the price range and does not want to increase the budget. 

Packingham stated he was approached by residents in town that were under the impression that 

golf carts were allowed in town.  Harris stated this was on the agenda for an ordinance 

amendment to allow them last year and motion died for a lack of second.  Packingham requested 

we add to the next agenda for discussion, seconded by Miller.   

Miller questioned the Lift Station Project on Blairs Ferry Road had several issues; 1). No 

padlock on the lid 2). Everything was raised except for the generator that would supply the 

power.  Watson stated the generator is not elevated to the 2008 flood level if you get too high it’s 

hard to service.  The generator would run on propane tank if ever received that amount of 

flooding.  Packingham stated he would like something to be done with the front of the lift station 

project, suggested a big brick welcome sign that tiered down.   

Mayor Harris requested all Council members and Staff attend the Small City Workshop.  

Beauregard stated the Hillary Zeller Pavilion sign needs to be repainted.  Bill Zeller said he 

would take care of painting this.  

Discussion regarding street sweeping. Stated staff did rent a sweeper and was performed once 

this year residents would not move their cars off of Vinton Street.  Sanders stated if they would 

sweep again he will have cars moved.  

Gunter questioned Linn Drive being asphalted in August.  Watson stated some issues with the 

Contractor from the sewer project and paving may be delayed.  Gunter requested look into dust 

control until street can be paved.   

Sanders requested Maintenance Staff look into the utility pole on 200 block of Vinton Street.  

   

Motion by Gunter to adjourn at 8:45 pm, seconded by Sanders, motion carried (5-0). 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Trisca Smetzer, City Clerk 
 


