
The Palo City Council met in regular session in the Temporary Palo City Hall on November 8, 2010. Paula 
Gunter called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. Council members present:  Paula Gunter, Trent Miller, 
Scott Packingham, Tom Sanders.  Staff Present: Tom Watson, Emily Packingham, Assistant City Attorney, 
Erek Sittig.  Council absent:  John Harris, Jeff Beauregard. 
Packingham moved the approval of the agenda, second by Miller. Motion carried. Miller moved the 
approval of the consent agenda: bill approval, budget review, and regular meeting minutes of 10/26/10, 
second by Packingham. Motion carried (3-0). 
 
Audience Comments: 
Dan Oliphant: Coyote problem in Linn Dr area. Can residents shoot towards the county from in city limits 
per DNR regulations/permit?  Staff will check with DNR to see if they can be of assistance, also 
regulations/permits. 
Rick Ludovissy: Problem not fixed with the sink holes on Main Street by drainage way. (Sanders entered 
the meeting 6:37pm) There is a dip/crack in the street. Miller stated that at the previous council meeting 
Emily had put it on her schedule to check on at least every 30 days. Staff will look for further options to 
correct the situation. 
Tim Carson:  Status of trail and Blairs Ferry Lift Station condition.  Council will submit to city hall the 
items they want addressed at the lift station. Chamber looking into retaining wall for beatification to 
that area. Advised Tim that staff will be working on the trail. Concerned with dirt piles/weeds on Watson 
property. Council will look into 
Bill Zeller:  Junge has a used Dodge truck. Picked up bucket full of rock/cement at new ball field. 
 
Resolution 11-08-10A: Miller moved approval of Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation 
Assistance Plan for the Disaster Relief Grant, second by Sanders.  Motion carried (4-0). 
Resolution 11-8-10B:  Sanders moved approval of Equal Opportunity Statement for the Disaster Relief 
Grant, second by Packingham.  Motion carried (4-0) 
Resolution 11-8-10C: Packingham moved approval of Designation of Applicants Authorized 
Representative (Trisca Smetzer) for Safe Room Grants, second by Miller. Motion carried (4-0). 
Resolution 11-8-10D: Miller moved approval of TIF expenses for cost incurred on city streets in the 
amount of $54,815.24, second by Gunter. Motion carried (4-0). 
Resolution 11-8-10E: Sanders moved approval of TIF expenses for cost incurred at the Palo Fire Station 
in the amount of $90,127.00, second by Packingham. Motion carried (4-0). 
Resolution 11-8-10F: Sanders moved approval of TIF expenses for cost incurred at Palo Memorial Park in 
the amount of $7,351.20, second by Miller. Motion carried (4-0). 
Cedar Rapids Personal Possessions Replacement Program for Homeowners:  This is a program 
supported by 10% of Cedar Rapids Local Option Sales Tax going towards flood recovery. The program 
provides up to $10,000 in assistance to flood-impacted, owner-occupied households to replace personal 
possession lost in the Flood of 2008 for Cedar Rapids residents. Council consensus to send a letter to 
Cedar Rapids to discuss the opportunity for the residents of Palo to benefit from the LOST funds, as well 
as an extension on the November 15th, 2010 deadline, as most of the Palo residents utilize Cedar Rapids 
for their shopping needs.  
 
 
Old Business:    
 Bill Zeller’s question/suggestions to be answered by council as a whole.  
Q: Do away with the two ponds at ball field, use for parking. A: Ponds are for drainage/retention. 
Council will monitor their performance next year. 
Q: Talk to Haible in regards to a yard waste location. A: Council is working on a plan for next year. 



Q: Palo sign taken down on the south end of town, shouldn’t we put up new signs before taking down 
old ones? A: Stacy did work order for Emily to take down. The sign was rotting. Q: Why don’t we look 
into getting a city manager? A: Palo does not have a city manager form of government.  
Miller: Looked at the concrete slab on buy-out property and agrees that it looks good.  Keep there for 
future use. 
Questioned status on Senior Housing drainage issue.  Watson informed that the Senior Housing Board is 
having a meeting tonight. This will be placed on the November 22nd agenda for update. 
Has staff had time to do sump pump inspections? Emily stated they have not. 
Packingham: Questioned fuel distribution in Watson’s equipment. Emily stated volunteers are working 
on the new fire station site and Watson donates his equipment.  They fuel and Emily keeps track of the 
gallons used on what equipment and for what project.  Council requested Emily present the logs 
monthly. 
 
Sheriff Report: Stated 156.8 hours worked and 91 calls for service. 
 
Closing Comments:  Emily will remove extra mulch pile at Cedar River Park. 
 
Adjournment:     Gunter moved to adjourn at 7:50 P.M., second by Packingham, motion carried. 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 
 
 
Stacy Dix 
 
 
 
 


