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The Palo City Council met in open session Monday August 9
th

, 2010 at the Temporary City Hall located 

at the FS Building. Mayor John Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following council 

present: Jeff Beauregard, Paula Gunter, Trent Miller, Scott Packingham and Tom Sanders. Others present: 

Asst. City Attorney; Erek Sittig, Infrastructure Commander; Tom Watson and City Administrator/Clerk; 

Stacy Dix.    

Mayor Harris asked everyone to stand and say the pledge of allegiance.  

Motion by Gunter to approve the agenda with the addition of adding DAEC ball diamond rental, seconded 

by Miller, v.v, motion carried (5-0).  

Sanders had several questions regarding the bills. Miller stated the minutes from July 26
th

 for the mower 

purchase it should be 72” instead of 60”.  Motion by Gunter to approve the July 26
th

, 2010 Council 

minutes, bills and budget review, seconded by Beauregard, v.v, motion carried, (5-0). Claims Report:  

A-Line Striping   Striping Crosswalk/parking lot $        1,610.00 

AFLAC    AFLAC Pre-tax   $           136.56 

Agvantage, FS, Inc.    Aug 2010 Rent    $        2,545.16 

Alan Mengler    Fire Station Grant Insulation              $           737.62 

Alliant Energy    Gas & Electric    $        2,709.41 

Anderson-Bogert   Site Plan Application Research   $        6,384.88 

Cedar River Garden Center  Grass Seed Cedar River Estates $             56.24 

City of Cedar Rapids   WW Service 6/1-6/30/10         $      11,834.68 

Collection Services Center  Child Support    $             82.15 

Control Installations of Iowa  Emergency Install Temp VFD $      25,671.43 

CR/LC Solid Waste Agency  Buyout Demo Debris   $             82.82 

Crawford Quarry Co.   Rock for Streets   $        3,637.31 

Culligan    Water     $             26.25 

D&N Fence     Fence/Gate Along Trail  $        8,520.00 

Dean Driscoll Construction Inc. Splash pad installation  $      13,935.00 

ECICOG    Comp Plan Phase 1 Update  $           900.00     

EFTPS     FED/FICA Tax   $        5,109.89 

Erek Sittig    Legal fees    $        2,132.50 

ESCO Electric Company   Main Lift Station Lighting  $        2,393.75 

Evergreen Landscape Nursery Mulch for Park              $           550.00 

Farm Plan    Tire Repair Kit   $             93.90 

Fast Tek    Computer Repair   $             40.65 

Gazette Communications Inc.  Legal Publication   $             99.00 

Howard R. Green Company  H2O Sources,DNR, Council Meeting $      10,746.50 

Iowa Department of Revenue  State Taxes    $        1,189.00 

Iowa One Call    Locates    $             22.50 

Iowa Prison Industries  Street Signs FSp-12X6 Eng.Alum. $             41.50 

IPERS     Ipers     $        2,773.78 

Keystone Laboratories  Testing    $             10.50 

L.L. Pelling Co.   Seal Coat Work                                  $      40,150.05 

Linn County Planning & Develop. Building Inspections/Flood Insp.  $        1,098.29 

Linn County REC.   Street Lights    $           180.68 

Linn County Recorder  Permit Affidavit                        $             18.00 

Linn County Treasurer   4 Lincoln Dr. Property Tax  $           746.00 

Menards    GB bags Chemicals, Misc.  $           489.30 

Michelle Nejdl   Clerk Academy/Training  $             90.00 

Office Express    Paper                           $             89.90 

Orkin     Palo Community Center  $           110.35 



City of Palo Regular Council Meeting August 9
th

, 2010 

  
Page 2 

 
  

Palo Coop.    Telephone Service   $           229.37 

Palo Savings Bank   July Service charge & IRA deduct. $        4,035.00 

Port “O” Jonny, Inc.   Ball Park PW6800   $           150.00 

Rapids Reproductions, Inc.  City Hall/Copy Binding  $      12,611.65   

Rexco Equipment Inc.   Mower purchase          $        8,759.20 

Ricklefs Excavating   Drainage N. of C.R.E   $      35,927.49 

Rudd Sanitation   Solid Waste     $        3,271.25 

Schimberg CO.   Culverts Cedar River Estates    $           451.50 

Scott C. Peterson   City Legal Fees   $        3,283.50 

Stacy Dix    Clerk Academy   $           202.42 

Trisca Smetzer   Clerk Academy   $           205.04 

Truenorth Companies, LC  Life Insurance    $             64.00 

US Cellular    Cell Phone    $             92.85 

US Postal    Postage    $           293.04 

USA  Bluebook   Valve Public Service Well  $             78.60 

Watson Services   Haul for Trail     $           936.40 

Wellmark BC/BS   Health Insurance   $           834.47 

   Total Accounts Payable    $    218,792.73   

Payroll: 

General    $  10,509.99 

Road Use    $    2,594.14 

Property Acquisition   $       786.94 

Sewer     $    2,374.75 

Audience Comments:  Dan Oliphant asked if the city could trim the trees along 1
st
 Street by the old 

community center and along the ball diamond fence.  

Bill Zeller stated he was upset with the letter that was sent to him from the city regarding the request to 

plant trees along Vinton Street. Beauregard stated the City had a meeting last fall when this was requested 

again by Mr. Zeller and the Council had denied the request due to concerns.  Mr. Zeller also stated he was 

upset that the city had torn down the house on First Street.  

Linn County Sheriff report: Hours required 108.33 actual hours worked 145 with 60 calls reported. 

Sanders stated he would like to see the load limit enforced on the bridge on First Street.  

HR. Green update on the City Water project.  Andrew Marsh submitted copies of the Preliminary 

Engineering Report to the council previously to review.  If approved tonight HR Green will be submitting 

to the DNR.  Packingham questioned the use of aluminum construction for the packaged aeration 

detention filtration iron removal plant.  Recommended the use of stainless steel as aluminum likes to 

oxidize and flake quickly. Andrew will look into.  Sanders questioned what we are doing with the wasted 

water.  Andrew stated we are not using an RO system so the amount of waste will be minimal.  Motion by 

Beauregard to approve the Preliminary Engineering Report, seconded by Packingham, v.v, motion carried 

(5-0).  

Palo Community Group Report. Cindy Gewecke requested the city allocate funding for the Law 

Enforcement needed for Palo Mud Day this would be for 2 officers for 13 hrs at approximately $1200. 

Motion by Gunter to approve the funding for the Law Enforcement for Palo Mud Day, seconded by 

Miller, motion carried (5-0).  Mayor Harris stated that DAEC is also requesting the city waive the fee for 

their softball tournament that will be held over the Mud Day Weekend.  Motion by Gunter to waive the 

ball diamond rental fee for DAEC Next era Energy for Friday August 27
th

 and Saturday August 28
th

, 

2010, seconded by Packingham, motion carried (5-0). 

Palo Chamber of Commerce Report. Faye Dykema reported the Tree’s forever grant was approved for 

the 12 LMI homes and the education has been completed as well as the seed for Covington Road ditch 

was also purchased through a grant.  Dan & Megan Diehm have picked up the large limestone for the 
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welcome signs one is at the stone engravers currently, $6000 is paid for with a grant for site work and the 

city previously approved $5000 for the signs.   

Lions Club Report Doug Hanover discussed the pancake breakfast the Lions Club will be hosting at 

10:00 am on the Palo Mud Day.   

Department Reports: 

Gunter stated Mike Neslage will be at the Council meeting on September 13
th

 to report on EMA and 

questioned if we could get a Fire Department Report for the next meeting.   

Watson discussed the sod in the new ball diamond and stated it will be another two weeks before they are 

ready, requested that we not sod the diamond and wait to seed this fall.   

Gunter stated she would like to see the lime on the ball diamond graded out or and orange fence around it.  

Palo Mini Mart Liquor License, motion by Sanders to renew, seconded by Packingham, v.v, motion 

carried (5-0).  

Resolution # 8-9-10A to rescind resolution #07-27-09D to place property lien on 48 Lincoln Drive, 

motion by Gunter, seconded by Beauregard, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

Resolution #8-9-10B to rescind resolution #8-10-09D to place property lien on 705 First Street, motion 

by Beauregard, seconded by Gunter, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

Buyout Structures and Personal Property Auction discussion regarding the sale of landscape blocks, 

bushes etc.. to salvage as much of the property as possible.  City will post this on the public boards, 

website and other media at no cost.  Motion by Sanders to set the Auction date for Saturday September 

18
th

, 2010, seconded by Packingham, motion carried (5-0).  

Resolution #8-9-10C to transfer $300,000.00 from Money Market to General Fund, motion by Gunter, 

seconded by Miller, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

Yard waste and leaf pickup discussion was held; Harris stated the City will not be able to use the burn pile 

in the near future due to the easement agreement being solely for access for the lift station which is no 

longer operational.  Sanders and Packingham stated they would like to first discuss this with the land 

owner.  Council would like to have this on the next agenda for discussion.    

Resolution #8-9-10D to place a property lien on 1405 and 1411 Cedar Bend, motion by Gunter, seconded 

by Miller, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

Old Business 

Gunter requested 4 Lincoln Drive be graded out and weeds removed. Also questioned the contract with 

Rudd Sanitation if it is due would like to send out RFQ for this service.  Staff will send out the RFQ and 

bring back to the September 13
th

 meeting.   

Miller stated staff looked into the previous audience comment questioning his rental units and the 

requirement for garbage for a commercial property and there is only one renter that is paying garbage by 

their request.   

Packingham stated the weeds need to be trimmed by the Fire Station and questioned the retention basins 

by the new ball diamond if we have to continually pump them out.  Watson said they pumped one out due 

to the amount of rain; however the issue should be resolved now.   

Miller questioned the status on the purchase of the pickup and if Sanders had a chance to look at the dump 

truck.  Sanders stated he is still looking for a truck and did not look at the dump truck.  Beauregard stated 

he looked at the dump truck reported the engine looks good and it has a snow plow.  Further discussion 

regarding vehicle purchases no action was taken.  

Gunter requested a list of all current city employees including all part-time. Staff will send to Council.  

Sanders stated there are minor issues that the city should address with curb; gutter and mud holes will talk 

to Watson after the meeting.  

Dix stated if there are any concerns with weeds, trees or grass to call city hall instead of waiting until the 

meeting and we can address this with a work order.  

Watson presented a quote for the bobcat skid steer with trading in the Case Tractor instead of the Kabota.  

Council would like Watson to get a quote for the skid steer the next size larger and email out to Council.   
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Packingham would like to set a date as previously discussed to get together and drive around to look at 

City owned property.  Council would like to schedule something for Saturday August 14
th

, 2010 at 8:00 to 

receive a demo of the Skid Steer and the city tour directly after.  

Beauregard read a list of projects not yet completed and would like a status update on the projects. Staff 

will present one at the next meeting.   

 

Motion by Gunter to adjourn at 8:15pm, seconded by Miller, motion carried (5-0).   

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Trisca Smetzer, City Clerk 

 

 
 


