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The Palo City Council met in open session Monday April 12
th

, 2010 at the Temporary City Hall located at the 

FS Building. Mayor John Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following council present: Jeff 

Beauregard, Paula Gunter, Trent Miller and Tom Sanders. Absent: Scott Packingham.  Others present: City 

Attorney; Scott Peterson, City Engineer; Jon Bogert, Infrastructure Commander; Tom Watson, City 

Administrator/Clerk; Stacy Dix and City Maintenance Employee; Emily Packingham.    

Mayor Harris asked everyone to stand and say the pledge of allegiance.  

Mayor Harris stated item #10 Absorption field/Drainage ditch will be removed from the Agenda.    

Gunter stated there will be one addition to the bills for $212.53 for the Palo Cooperative Association.  Sanders 

had several questions regarding the bills. Motion by Gunter to approve the consent agenda including the March 

22
nd

, 2010 Council minutes, bill approval and budget review, seconded by Beauregard, v.v, motion carried, (4-

0). Claims Report:  

AFLAC     AFLAC Pre-Tax   $           136.56 

Agvantage, FS, Inc.    April Rent    $         2000.00 

Alliant  Energy    Gas & Electric    $         2651.73 

Anderson-Bogert    General Engineering   $       10447.57 

Banacom Signs LLC    Rescue Boat Lettering   $           325.00 

Brown Concrete    Repayment form Summers PW3307 $         1563.00 

Collins Community Credit Union  40 Church Mortgage Payoff  $       41167.22 

Crawford Quarry Co.     Church St, Hollenbeck, Linn Dr $         2208.19 

Culligan       Water     $             26.25 

Dan Meyers     Library Card    $             25.00 

Data Technologies, Inc   User Group M meeting  $             95.00 

Eastern Iowa Excavating & Con  HF64 Vinton St- Retained 5% $         3076.50 

ECICOG     CDBG Flood Grant Writing  $         3705.00 

EFTPS      FED/FICA Tax    $         4383.54 

Erek Sittig                Legal Services    $         3916.00 

Erek Sittig Trust Account   Tax/Escrow Property Acquisition $           803.69 

ESCO Electric Company   Ball Park Lights   $           190.69 

Farm Plan     Cleaning Supplies/Battery  $           107.34 

Gazette Communications, Inc.  Legal Publication   $           476.12 

Gregg Dee Gongwer    Tree Removal    $           500.00 

Huante’s Inc.     Maint. Bldg Gutters   $           600.00 

IMFOA     IMFOA Spring Conference  $           200.00 

Iowa Department of Revenue   State Taxes    $           793.00 

Iowa Title Company    Title     $           180.00 

Iowa Workforce Development  Unemployment   $           429.03 

IPERS      IPERS     $         1852.00 

Jack & Donna Eye    HMGP 40 Church St. moving bene. $       33963.39 

Jessica Cummings     Library Card    $             25.00 

John’s Lock & Key, Inc.   Cut Keys    $             31.98 

Jud & Lisa Starn    HMPG 35 Main St. housing & mov. $       10850.00 

Keystone Laboratories   Testing    $             10.50 

Koch Brothers     Copies (1/1/10-3/31/10)  $           833.20 

Linn County Planning & Development Flood Inspections   $           862.59 

Linn County Recorder   Property Acquisitions tax/recording $           561.00 

Menards     Supplies    $             60.54 

Michelle Nejdl    Postage Reimbursement  $             41.53 

Office Express     Office Supplies   $           140.56 

Pace Supply     Bases for Baseball diamond  $            356.50 
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Palo Coop     Telephone Services   $            212.53 

Palo Savings Bank    35 Main St. Fund Transfer  $              15.00 

Qualtrics Labs     License Fee    $          2250.00 

Ralston Construction    Sewer Extension   $        25310.00 

Rudd Sanitation Inc.    Solid Waste Acct#2945  $          6517.75 

SBA & Stanley & Linda Karminski  704 Iowa Ave. SBA Mort.  Payoff     $          6900.00 

Schimberg Co.    Sewer Lids with gaskets   $          3046.84 

Scott C. Peterson    Legal Fees    $          6428.00 

Shallow Water Marine, LLC.   HF64 Rescue Boat Equipment $            464.00 

Shirley Harrison    FFI & Chem-1030   $            135.00 

Solbergs     Safety Shirts    $              29.56 

Solum Lang Architects, LLC   City Hall planning   $        37116.65 

Stacy Dix      Recording Fee Reimbursement $            242.07 

Stanley & Linda Karminski   704 Iowa Ave. Prop. Acquisition $        48704.60 

Tom Watson     Paint Chips walking bridge  $              10.00 

Treasurer State of Iowa   Property Acquisition    $            330.00 

Treasurer, IA State University  Fire Service Training   $            240.00 

Trisca Smetzer    Training Meeting Travel  $            223.91 

Truenorth Companies, LC   Life Insurance    $              88.00 

US Cellular     Cell Phone    $              92.93 

US Postal     Postage    $            203.40 

Watson Services    HF64 Blairs Ferry Lift Station $        30110.25 

TOTAL          $      304814.80 

 

Payroll: 

General         $12,217.91 

Road Use      $   3,411.20 

Property Acquisition $   3,156.38 

Sewer    $   3,417.57 

 

Linn County Sheriff report was submitted with 108.33 hours required and 166.90 hours actually worked.  

Audience Comments: Kevin Matt had concerns regarding the engineering contract for the water source and 

distribution system.  Stated several reasons why Anderson-Bogert would be the best choice for an engineering 

firm.   Dick Postma also had a comment regarding the engineering contract stated he felt it was a conflict to 

have your City Engineer perform this project.  

Department Reports: 

Emily Packingham submitted the Maintenance report to the Council and stated she has ordered signs for the 

park.  Dry Creek Subdivision does not currently have speed limit signs and will be installing next week.  

Sanders asked who checks the lift station when Emily is off.  Watson stated he does the checks.  Watson 

submitted a quote for removing the additional trees from Greg Dee Gonger Tree service for $1500.00 that was 

requested by Sanders.  These trees are located by the creek off of Drake Drive.  Council would like to look at 

the trees and get a quote on removing the willow tree. Emily had a question regarding the tractor for mowing 

the ball diamond.  Council directed Emily to use discretion for the proper equipment.  

Motion by Gunter to open public hearing regarding Ordinance #566-2010 Amending the Code of Ordinances of 

the City of Palo, Iowa, 2010, by Amending provisions pertaining to animal protection and control at 7:10pm, 

seconded by Beauregard, v.v, motion carried (4-0).  Dick Postma expressed concerns with health and safety of 

allowing chickens. Mary Benion questioned if you would be allowed to compost. Scott Peterson questioned 

which diretion the Council would like to proceed with 1). Number of chickens allowed 2). Requirement for 

fencing and a coup or fowlhouse.  Was stated that a petition was submitted to the City Council to allow 

backyard chickens.  Motion by Gunter to close the public hearing at 7:26pm., seconded by Beauregard, v.v., 
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moiton carried (4-0). Gunter requested to combine #1 and #7 regarding the requirements for the coup or 

fowlhouse.  Council would also like to add sealed proof food container, maximun square foot of foulhouse or 

coup, and minimum 4’ fence height.  Scott Peterson will draft with the afore metioned language and bring back 

to council.   

Lions Club report by Doug Hanover they received approximately $2800 from the fish fry and will be donating 

$3000 towards the Train Depot. Will be working with the church on organizing a joint fish fry event this fall.   

Mayor Harris stated the reasons for his veto on Resolution #3-22-10A Engineering Services for the water source 

and distribution grant were; thought Council needed more time to review the RFQ’s and felt it was the best 

interest for the city at that time.  Jon Bogert is a non-resident of the city and has done a great service to our 

community.  Miller stated the decision that he made was not based on any problems from the past, stictly on 

qualificaitons. Resolution # 4-12-10A to override Mayors veto, Sanders made motion to override Mayors veto 

of Resolution #3-22-10A to award Howard R. Green the contract for water source and distribution project, 

seconded by Miller, roll call, motion carried (4-0).  

Discussion regarding CDBG Disaster Relief Grant, Council requested Scott Peterson look at some of the 

language regarding the completion date for the grant and bring back to Council at the next meeting.  

Resolution #4-12-10B Dry Creek Preliminary Plat Agreement, motion by Gunter, seconded by Miller, roll call, 

motion carried (4-0). 

Motion by Sanders to approve the Mosquito Control contract for spraying in town, seconded by Beauregard, 

v.v., motion carried (4-0).  

Resolution # 4-12-10C Naming Palo Savings Bank as the City of Palo depsitory, motion by Beauregard, 

seconded by Gunter, roll call, motion carried (4-0). 

Resolution #4-12-10D to approve the property lien for 105 Bear Creek Ct., motion by Gunter, seconded by 

Beauregard, roll call, motion carried (4-0). 

Discussion regarding demolition of substantially damaged houses. Gunter questioned when Zinser was going to 

complete the remaining three properties. Watson stated they have committed to start in three weeks.  

Old Business 

Discussion regarding golf carts, stated they are not allowed in the City of Palo unless you have a written 

approval from the City due to a medical condition.  

Mayor Harris reminded the open burning is only for recreational fires.   

New Business 

Sanders questioned the burn pile hours.  Stated it is open Saturday’s ten o’clock until noon and Tuesday 

evenings from five thirty pm until seven thirty pm.  With the clean-up day the City had last Saturday some 

residents thought it was to clean up their properties this was organized to clean along the roads and ditches.  

Gunter stated the hours had to be posted due to people dumping garbage and other material.   

 

Motion by Gunter to go into closed session at 8:15 pm concerning easement as specific in chapter 21.5 (1) (j) of 

the Iowa Code, seconded by Beauregard, v.v, motion carried (4-0).  

 

 

Motion by Gunter to adjourn at 8:55pm, seconded by Beauregard, motion carried (4-0). 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Trisca Smetzer, City Clerk 
 


