
Minutes 

Palo City Council Meeting  

April 14
th

, 2008 

Palo City Hall 

 

Council Present:  Alan Mengler, Paula Gunter, Jeannie Blumer, Jeff Beauregard 

Absent: Jeremy Crawford 

Other City Representatives Present: City Attorney; Scott Peterson, Hart-Frederick 

Engineer; Mike Hart, City Engineers; Jon Bogert and Matt Shock, Zoning Administrator; 

Tom Watson, City Public Works Director; Tony Hite, City Adm/Clerk; Stacy Dix, P&Z 

Chairman; Doug Hanover. 

 

Mayor Terry Sanders opened the Public Hearing @ 6:30pm for the consideration 

on the adoption of Ordinance # 530-2008 Amending Sewer Connection Charge 

#96.02 
 Stated the sewer connection charge rate would be $3000 for residential and 

commercial, $6000 for duplex, and $9000 for triplex, fourplex or more. 

Public hearing consideration on the adoption of Ordinance # 531-2008 amending 

Sewer Rate #99.02 

 Stated the rates will increase to $55 for residential, $40 for seniors and $60 for 

commercial. 

 Rate was projected to be included in the SRF wastewater project. 

 Public hearing discussion and consideration of Ordinance # 532-2008 Amending 

General Flood Plain Management Standards #160.08 (2&3) 

 Jon Bogert discussed the recommendation of the drainage committee with the unique 

drainage issues in Palo looking at raising the minimum low opening elevation level of 

structures being built in Palo from the recommended Fema flood elevation of 1 foot 

to 2 feet.  

Public hearing discussion and consideration of Ordinance #533-2008 Amending 

single family dwelling buildings #155.21 

 Jon Bogert stated this was also a drainage committee recommendation for 

consideration of raising the minimum low opening elevation level for structures not 

located in the 100 year flood to go from 1 foot to 2 feet above the lowest drainage 

point.  

Motion made by Mengler to close public hearing @ 6:58 pm, seconded by Gunter, voice 

vote, all aye, carried (4-0) 

Mayor Sanders opened Regular Council Meeting @ 6:58pm. 

 Agenda approved with amendment to add moratorium issue, moving Hart-Frederick 

below bills& budget review, motion by Gunter, seconded by Mengler, all aye, motion 

carried (4-0). 

 Mayor Sanders read Linn County Sherriff’s report required 108.35 hours worked 

126.55 hours. 

 Minutes stand approved, motion by Beauregard, seconded by Gunter, voice vote, all 

aye, motion carried (4-0). 

 Motion by Gunter, seconded by Beauregard to approve bills for payment, all aye, 

motion carried (4-0). 

 

BILLS 

Alliant Energy                       Gas & Electric                                3840.30 

Palo Coop.     Telephone Service         277.47  



Ipers                .   Ipers           830.78 

Palo Savings Bank               Fed/Fica Taxes                    1725.63 

Iowa Dept. of Revenue         State Taxes          283.00 

Iowa Dept. of Revenue         Sales Taxes          197.82 

US Postal   Postage          212.62   

Rudd Sanitation           Solid Waste Disposal                     3336.15 

Linn County REC           Street Lights                    157.25    

Dons Lock & Key  Locks & Keys              5.50 

Office Express   Office Supplies           70.80    

Gazette Communications Legal Publication                    440.20 

Scott Peterson   Legal Fees        2962.00 

Truenorth Co.   Life Ins.            48.00 

Midway Outdoor Equip. Blower & Maintenance        151.15 

Iowa Workforce Develop. Unemployment         461.63 

Linn Co. Sheriff’s Office Police Services       7475.00 

Hygienic Laboratory  Testing           281.00 

Cedar Valley Humane SO. 2007 Animal Control                   1070.27 

Office Elements  Copier Images           175.01 

L.L. Pelling Co  Premix for RU          184.99 

Stacy Dix   Mileage Reimbursement & Training        192.40 

Watson Services  Sand/Ditch Cleanout/Sewer/Plow      5575.00 

Anderson Bogert  Engineering fees                   1341.00 

Fowler Electric Inc  Light Repair                                    600.62 

Radiology Consultants Of IA Palo Fire Dept.            99.00 

Practice of Family Medicine L. Elmore Medical           180.00 

IIMC    Membership Dues          150.00 

Trisca Smetzer  Training & Mouse for Computer          69.99 

Hart-Frederick Consultants SRF Engineering                 10743.29 

Steve Mason   Fax Machine & Copy Paper         181.22 

Dustin Mason   Food For House Burn            30.06 

Wellmark BC/BS  Health Insurance        1260.11 

S & S Property Services Community Ctr. Supplies           47.85 

Future Line Truck Equip. Truck Maintenance            50.34 

Ralston Construction  Sand for Streets            75.00 

Hawkins Inc.   Chemicals         1007.36 

Sara Smith                               Police Legal Fees            66.00 

Tony Hite   Postage               8.50 

Wright Express  Fuel            214.24 

MSA Professionals  Palo Sewer Services          500.00 

Linn Co. Fire Fighter Assoc. Dues                         10.00 

Rexco Equipment  Weights for Tractor                   1494.34 

Foley Construction Co. SRF Wastewater Contract     48753.95 

Bockenstedt Excavating Inc. SRF Wastewater Contract   174087.50 

Palo Champer of Commerce Community Betterment       6000.00 

Imagetek Inc.   Radix Service                      975.00 

Bob Garin   Library Card              25.00 

Mary Wheatherly  Library Card              25.00 

Karmin Boote   Library Cards                        50.00 

Ben Kurka   CPR training Instructor          105.00 

 



Payroll: 

General  3,396.37    Road Use 2,193.11 

Sewer    1,236.28 

 

Disbursements by Fund:    Revenue by Fund: 
General  26,559.66   General       12,246.02 

Road Use     12,858.62   Road Use             7,659.83 

Employee Benefits   1,293.82   Empl. Benefits        1,137.45 

TIF                           0                         L.O.S.T.                33,489.03   

Sewer Project           233,469.74   TIF                          7,274.29 

Sewer      7,473.28   Sewer Project        86,207.59 

L.O.S.T.                        3,500.00   Sewer        13,070.80 

 

 Mike Hart from Hart-Frederick was present to discuss the progress of the Wastewater 

Treatment Facility project. 

 Division I Bockenstedt Construction has completed the structure and backfill and 

is ready to start putting in piping and pumps. 

 Division II Foley Construction has encountered problems with dewatering. 

Changed process a couple times. Contractor did place dirt on landowner, has since 

removed the dirt  

 Division III Sumner Enterprise have materials here, waiting for drier weather. 

 Ask Council to except a change order in completion time from April 1
st
, 2008 

substantial to September 1
st
, 2008 and June 30

th, 
2008 final to Septermber 30

th
, 

2008 final completion. Asking Mayor and Council approval to sign the extension. 

 Kwapil questioned the status of Yates road and stated was not happy with dirt 

being placed on his property 

 Hart stated Yates road has temporarily been closed for construction, up to the 

City what happens to the road after the project is finished 

 Dirt being placed on the property is the responsibility of the contractor it has 

been moved at this time. 

 Hart discussed the concern with a residential property located in the county that 

has placed a burm on their property causing water to retain in the right of way 

where the sewer pipe will be located.  

 Tom Watson has talked to the home owner and will continue to work with the 

individual, City and Engineer to alleviate the problem. 

 Contract for continuation to be placed on May’s agenda  

 Scott Ruzinsky the Relations manager with Alliant Energy along with Perry Martin 

Alliant Community contact for City of Palo and Mark with Trees forever were here to 

present a check for the branching out program to the Palo Chamber of Commerce 

(GEESE Committee) in the amount of $6000.00. Mark with Trees Forever stated the 

trees being planted because of this program will help with energy cost in the summer 

and winter.  

 Mayor, Council and Darren Bogner with the GEESE Committee thanked Alliant 

and Trees forever representatives for the grant check. 

 Darren Bogner representing the Palo Chamber of Commerce (GEESE Committee) 

gave an update on the upcoming projects: 

 Awarded the $6000 grant from Branching out program. 

 Awarded $6600 grant through Trees Forever for the Iowa Living Roadways Grant 

will assist in the creation of the incoming monument sign. 

 City of Palo donated $6000 towards sign project 



 Trees will be marked and planted in the parks the next two weeks and will be 

planting on the 26
th

 of April. May 17
th

, 2008 will be the rain date. 

 Time and place to meet will be forwarded  

 Rudd will be having Amnesty day to go along with the Earth Week theme on 

Friday April 25
th

.  

 City will be having a clean-up in honor of Earth week 

 Mayor thanked GEESE Committee for all of their hard work and efforts.   

 Cindy Gewecke representing the Palo Community Group requested permission to 

host a Parade on Saturday July 26
th

, 2008 for Palo Fun Night.  

 1st event adult kickball tournament at the ball diamond from 10:00am until 

finished 

 11:30 Parade  

 Invite Council to participate in parade. Corvette club has invited Mayor and 

Council to ride in the corvettes in the parade. 

 Will have Grand Marshal 

 Asked about bridge limit 

 Stated 5 ton weight limit 

 Craft show 10-3 

 Teen & adult flag football contest 

 Beer tent and dance 

 Fire works at dusk 

 Church will serve food during the day  

 John Howerton Pastor of the Palo United Methodist Church was present to discuss 

the expansion of the Church to add a fellowship Hall.  

 Church has been only one in the City Limits and has been maintained very well  

 World War II Church was jacked up and basement put under 

 Problem is the Church is running out of space, we have over 75 children 

attend Bible School in the summer which is held at the Community Center 

due to size, and over 25 children in Sunday school every week. 

 Biggest problem is the stairs, we need a facility at ground level 

 Have Building Committee in place and are proceeding with project to build a 

Fellowship Hall at ground level  

 In process of fundraising right now.  

 Invite anyone to attend church or help sponsor fundraiser 

 Nancy Struve, chairperson of Building Committee stated not asking for building 

permit at this time wanted to update what the project will entail.  The Church 

would like to be fully funded before start process.  

 Earth Week update: 

 Blumer asked City to donate $250-$500 for food for volunteers 

 Garbage cans for clean-up 

 Porta-Jons for Zeller Park and Cedar River Estates Park 

 Beauregard stated the City is sponsoring a creek clean-up trying to get as much 

trees and limbs out. Will be cleaning both day Saturday April 26
th

 and Sunday 

April 27
th

, 2008 to meet 9:30am at Zeller Park.  

 Requesting volunteers to bring chainsaws.  

 Food for volunteers will be served in the pavilion 

 Beauregard made a motion to pay for Porta-jons and $500 for food for Earth Day, 

seconded by Blumer, voice vote, all aye, motion carried (4-0). 

 Don representing Prairie Road Builders was present to discuss the roads. 

 Requesting to bring a cost estimate back to council at the June meeting 



  Mayor asked if the City can do anything about frost boils now. 

 Try to keep big trucks off of frost boils will not be able to fix for a few 

months. 

 Resolution # 04-14-08A to approve Plat of Peterson Hill’s Third Addition to 

Linn Co. Motion made by Blumer, seconded by Gunter, voice vote, all aye, motion 

carried (4-0). 

 Ordinance # 530-2008 Amending Sewer Connection Charge #96.02 changing the 

sewer connection charge rate would be $3000 for residential and commercial, $6000 

for duplex, and $9000 for triplex, fourplex or more. Motion by Mengler to approve 

the first reading of Ordinance #530-2008, seconded by Beauregard, voice vote, 

motion carried (4-0). Motion by Gunter to suspend requirements for 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 

reading for Ordinance #530-2006, seconded by Mengler, voice vote, motion carried 

(4-0). Motion by Gunter, seconded by Mengler, to approve the 2
nd

 reading, voice 

vote, motion carried (4-0). Motion by Blumer to approve the third and final reading to 

adopt Ordinance #530-2008, seconded by Mengler, voice vote, motion carried, (4-0) 

 Ordinance # 531-2008 amending Sewer Rate #99.02 changing the sewer rates will 

increase to $55 for residential, $40 for seniors and $60 for commercial.. Motion by 

Mengler to approve the first reading of Ordinance #531-2008, seconded by Blumer, 

voice vote, motion carried (4-0).  

 Ordinance # 532-2008 Amending General Flood Plain Management Standards 

#160.08 (2&3) raising the minimum low opening elevation level of structures being 

built in Palo from the recommended FEMA flood elevation of 1 foot to 2 feet. Motion 

by Mengler to approve the first reading of Ordinance #532-2008, seconded by 

Gunter, all aye, motion carried (4-0). 

 Ordinance #533-2008 Amending single family dwelling buildings  #155.21of 

raising the minimum low opening elevation level for structures not located in the 100 

year flood to go from 1 foot to 2 feet above the lowest drainage point. Motion by 

Gunter to table until May meeting, seconded by Beauregard, all aye, motion carried 

(4-0). 

 Resolution #04-14-08B to place stop sign on the corner of Clinton St and 3
rd

 St., 

Motion by Beauregard, seconded by Mengler, all aye, motion carried (4-0). 

 Discussed Drainage Committee continuing to hold their meetings on the 4
th

 

Wednesday of the month at 5:30pm located at the community center.  

 Sewer Committee will be getting together again for regular meetings to be set by 

May meeting.  

 Motion by Beauregard to budget $10,000 to ditch clean-out or drainage project, 

seconded by Mengler, voice vote, motion carried (4-0). 

 Motion by Gunter to remove Volleyball court fill in with dirt and seed, put sand in 

play area, seconded by Mengler, voice vote, motion carried (4-0). 

 Motion by Mengler to purchase generator for lift station from Gleason Electric and 

add a fence, seconded by Gunter, voice vote, motion carried (4-0). 

 Beuregard requested an amount to work with for bids of Fire department generator, 

council agreed on the amount of $45,000.00.  Will get more bids for May’s meeting. 

 Resolution #04-14-08C to establish salary for Police Chief in the amount of 

$37,000 to 42,000 year DOQ, motion by Gunter, seconded by Mengler, voice vote, 

motion carried (4-0). 

 Resolution #04-14-08D to establish monthly City Council Workshop to be set for 

the 4
th

 Monday of every month @ 6:30pm and the Regular City Council 

Meetings to be held the 2
nd

 Monday of every month @ 6:30pm. Motion by 

Beauregard, seconded by Gunter, voice vote, motion carried (4-0). 



 Jim Houser Linn County Board of Supervisor was present to discuss concerns and 

issues with the City of Palo and update Linn County progress.  

 Stated Palo needs to appoint a representative of Palo to the E911 board 

 Motion by Beauregard to continue the moratorium until rescinded for anyone moving 

dirt, fill or grading of any resident or commercial property located in Palo City 

Limit’s needs to contact the City of Palo, seconded by Mengler, voice vote, motion 

carried (4-0). 

 Resolution # 04-14-08E establish rate for professional services of zoning 

administrator, Tom Watson, motion by Beauregard to continue at $15.00hr, 

seconded by Gunter, voice vote, motion carried (4-0). 

 Scott Peterson discussed the importance of the sub-division process and following the 

procedures. 

Department Reports: 

Fire Dept. Report: See attached 

Building Inspector Report: See attached 

Mengler: Some confusion with generator purchase for Community Center will have firm 

bids in May. 

Audience Comments: 

When is burn pile opening?   

 Will open 1
st
 of May Saturday 9-12pm and Tuesday 5-7pm, has been and will 

continue to be open during the working day for residents to use.  

Mayor Sanders thanked Paula for being here on her anniversary. 

 

Motion by Gunter to adjourn @ 9:58 p.m., seconded by Mengler, all aye, motion carried 

(4-0). 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

 

Trisca Smetzer,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

          MONTHLY REPORT FOR MARCH 2008 

 
 

To:       City of Palo Mayor and Council Members 

From:   Jerry N. Michael, Building Inspector 

Date:    April 9, 2008 

 

 

PERMITS APPLIED FOR MARCH 2008:  1 

 

PERMITS ISSUED MARCH 2008:  1                                                                           

 

1)  Brad Tischer (Brogans), 806 1
st
 Street, enclosed entry way 

     

 

 

TOTAL NUMBER OF ACTIVE WORKING PERMITS MARCH 2008:  9  

 

TOTAL NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS PERFORMED MARCH 2008:  19     

 

TOTAL NUMBER NEW HOME PERMITAPPLICATIONS 2008: 3 

 

TOTAL NUMBER PERMITS ISSUED THROUGH MARCH 2008:  4 

  

TOTAL NUMBER OF PHONE CALLS RETURNED REGARDING BUILDING 

QUESTIONS, BUILDING CODES, PERMIT APPLICATIONS, ETC:  11 

 

TOTAL NUMBER OCCUPANCY CERTIFICATES ISSUED MARCH 2008:  0 

 

      
MISC:  Feel free to contact me if you have any questions, 

319-443-5328.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Palo Fire Chief’s report: April 2008 

Current active members: 16 

Applications for new membership: 

Jordan Cannon; Jordan has been accepted by the Palo Fire Department as a Junior Fire 

Fighter 

Resignation: none 

Calls:  6 

1. Storm Watch 

2. Medical Assistance 

3. Medical Assistance 

4. Public Assistance 

5. Illegal Burn 

6. Medical Assistance 

 

Date for monthly department meeting. April 20
th

, 2008 

We will be conducting mask fits on the night. 

April training will be spring pump training conducted by Steve Mason. 

Other information:  

One member enrolled in FF1 class, and one member enrolled in EMT-B 


