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The Palo City Council met in open session Monday July 26
th

, 2010 at the Temporary City Hall located at 

the FS Building. Mayor John Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following council 

present: Jeff Beauregard, Trent Miller, Scott Packingham and Tom Sanders. Absent: Paula Gunter. Others 

present: City Attorney; Scott Peterson, Infrastructure Commander; Tom Watson and City 

Administrator/Clerk; Stacy Dix  

Mayor Harris asked everyone to stand and say the pledge of allegiance.  

Mayor Harris stated there is an additional agenda item to add as 2.5for Linn County Public Health 

discussion.  

Motion by Miller to approve the consent agenda including DAR and July 12
th

, 2010 Council Meeting 

Minutes, seconded by Beauregard, v.v., motion carried (4-0).  

Linn County Public Health representative Ian Fox and Heather Schrock discussed the new branch 

Healthy Behaviors.  As part of the new branch LCPH have a new Communities Putting Prevention to 

Work (CPPW) grant. They would encourage cities to pass an ordinance that would prevent sampling of 

the tobacco products, price discounting propaganda and tobacco company sponsorships at local events. 

There was new FDA guidelines passes on June 22
nd

, 2010.  Our goal is to protect and prevent the 

individuals that should not be using tobacco. 

Private Organization Report: 

Palo Community Group representative Cindy Gewecke invited the Council to ride in the parade with the 

corvette club.  Resolution #72610A to place no parking signs along the south side of Clinton Street 

between 1
st
 Street and Iowa Ave. on Saturday August 28

th
, 2010 between 8am and noon. Motion by 

Beauregard, seconded by Packingham, roll call, motion carried (4-0).  

Department Reports: 

Watson stated they found a sink hole on the sewer main that Foley had installed located on Covington 

Road in front of his property.  Foley will be coming back to repair.  

Harris questioned why the large pump was pulled at the main lift station.  Watson stated they had trouble 

starting it that not all components were working properly since they installed all the drives.  We suspected 

a towel or rag was caught on the propeller and the Maintenance employees were present to observe. 

Sanders questioned the water ponding on the South side of Main Street.  Staff will look into.   

Ordinance #568-2010 amending provisions pertaining to the Planning & Zoning Commission. 

Motion by Beauregard to place Ordinance #568-2010 on its 3
rd

 and final reading, seconded by Miller, 

v.v., motion carried (4-0). Ordinance #568-2010 passed.  

HR. Green Water update was presented by Andrew Marsh as he thanked everyone who attended the 

informational water meetings as well as the vote to move forward with a Palo Water Treatment Plant. 

Andrew identified the next steps as presenting the contract for the next phase at the August 9
th

 Council 

meeting and in the mean time will be moving forward with a DNR approval and the design and survey 

stage.  

Community Center City Hall Facility contract was presented for Garling Construction.  Scott Peterson 

discussed the liquidated damages should be increased to $1000 per day instead of the $100 a day 

indicated.  Motion by Beauregard to approve the contract and include the change of $1000 per day, 

seconded by Packingham, v.v., motion carried (4-0).  

Full Time Public Works Director position was discussed.  Miller requested to include a line item in the 

description to run the operation system of a water treatment plant as well as the waste water treatment 

duties. Sanders was concerned with the title and requested a new one be considered.  Consensus of 

Council to title the position as City Operations Manager.  Discussion on requirement to live in the city 

limits or a mile limit, Council decided to not include this requirement in the job description.  City 

Administrator will advertise this position for seven days on the city website, gazette, post on boards and 

through Kirkwood outreach.   

Equipment purchase.  Watson presented the Council with two separate quotes from Bobcat.  The first 

one is to trade in the John Deere tractor and the International for a 60” Kabota zero turn mower, with this 
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trade the amount due would be $8750.  The second would be to trade in the Kabota Tractor, Tiger Flail 

Mower and three point hydraulic rear blade for a S185 Bobcat Skid-Steer loader with 68”low profile 

bucket bolt-on teeth, 74”bolt on cutting edge, pallet fork frame, 42”paller fork teeth and 60” brushcat 

rotary cutter high flow. This would be an even trade. After Council discussion, motion by Miller to 

purchase the Kabota zero turn radius mower in the amount of $8750 with trade in of the International and 

John Deere tractors, seconded by Packingham, v.v., motion carried (4-0).  Council moved to research the 

skid loader purchase further and bring back at a later date.    

Council and Staff Communication was discussed by Mayor Harris stating the City Staff will inform the 

Council when change happens with staff such as accidents, change in employment or any alerts that 

would be sent out to residents be forwarded to Council first.   

Old Business 

Packingham questioned the new ballpark if we were still sodding or if we were going to seed since its 

getting so late.  Watson stated we have a contract for the sod.  Packingham also questioned when they 

would be back to grade out the field and the status on the standing water in the corner.  Watson stated we 

have put in three retention basins the other two have been drilled out and tiled.  Staff sent out a reminder 

we will be planting one of the basins tomorrow at 8:30am.  

Miller questioned the status on the truck purchase.  Sanders stated he has not found one yet.  Packingham 

requested if we increase the amount for purchase the city can get a better deal.  

New Business 
Beauregard stated there is a dump truck on Blairs Ferry Road worth looking at.  Sanders volunteered to 

talk to owner about price and model.   

Sanders questioned the moving of a gazebo in town.  Watson stated he helped Marilyn Barta move the 

gazebo that was agreed upon in the buyout at closing for that property this was performed by volunteered 

labor.   

Miller questioned the culvert work that was done in the Cedar River Estates Park.  Watson stated they put 

in a culvert to connect all the way through to the road where it was previously rocked in the middle.  

Miller questioned about putting park equipment over the area. Brian Beaty had concerns about placing the 

playground equipment over the culvert.  

Audience Comments: 

Dick Postma questioned the $5000 fee was that a calendar week or calendar day.  Stated that would be 

calendar day.  

Tim Carson questioned the status on the trail, request fencing be installed if you’re not allowed to walk or 

bike on at this time and would like to see it look better. Mayor Harris stated the trail is not completed and 

will have staff install fencing in that area.     

 

 Motion by Beauregard to adjourn at 8:12pm, seconded by Packingham, motion carried (4-0).  

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Trisca Smetzer, City Clerk 

 

 
 


