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The Palo City Council met in open session Monday February 22
nd

, 2010 at the Temporary City 

Hall located at the FS Building. Mayor John Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with 

the following council present: Jeff Beauregard, Paula Gunter, Trent Miller, Scott Packingham 

and Tom Sanders. Others present: City Attorney; Scott Peterson, Infrastructure Commander; 

Tom Watson, City Administrator/Clerk; Stacy Dix and City Maintenance Employee; Emily 

Packingham.   

Mayor Harris asked everyone to stand and say the pledge of allegiance.  

Motion by Sanders to approve the agenda, seconded by Packingham, v.v, motion carried (5-0).  

Motion by Packingham to approve the February 22
nd

, 2010 minutes, seconded by Beauregard, 

v.v, motion carried (5-0).  Motion by Beauregard to approve the bills, seconded by Gunter, v.v, 

motion carried, (5-0). Claims Report:  

EFTPS     FED/FICA Taxes   $        2,236.34 

Wellmark BC/BS   Health Insurance   $        2,215.14 

 

Expenditures by Fund: 

General    $  1,900.95 

Road Use    $     407.66 

Employee Benefits   $  1,048.65 

Property Acquisition   $     303.51 

Sewer     $     790.71 

 

Motion by Gunter to approve the DAR, seconded by Miller, v.v, motion carried (5-0). 

Audience Comments: Al Mengler presented the Palo Fire Department with new flags from the 

American Legion.  Mary Benion asked the Council if they would allow back yard chickens, 

which is currently not allowed by City ordinance. Council will review at the next workshop.  

James Yount questioned the extension for the lift station project. Mayor Harris read the 

extension request and approval from the City Engineer.   Council would like to add contract 

discussion to the next workshop.  Debbie Katcher expressed concern with the 14 inch above the 

2008 flood elevation level.   Mary Benion questioned the process with the trees coming down by 

the creek. Staff will check into the contract expiration.  Sanders would like a copy.  

Department Reports: 

Emily Packingham submitted the daily log reports and answered questions from the Council.  

Sanders questioned Emily working on the demo closeout process with Zinser and why she 

delivered the tickets, also questioned why she was taking pictures in town.  Emily was originally 

hired as the demo monitor her wages are paid through FEMA when working on that task, and the 

pictures were taken for a slide show that Mayor Harris, Tom Watson and Chad Van Dorsten was 

invited to attend a meeting with State Legislatures and Governor Culver regarding legislation 

that is being introduced that will affect the 500 year flood plain. The City presented the drainage 

mitigation projects that have been completed through town as well as other mitigation efforts. 

Miller questioned the Community service for a resident.  Emily responded that the City 

periodically will have a resident perform small projects to work off their community service 

requirement.    

 

Chad Sands from ECICOG was present to update the Council on the Comprehensive Plan.  Chad 

met with the P&Z Commission last week to go over this information. The process will be broken 
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down into two phases.  We will be working on a regular monthly basis with the P&Z 

Commission all meetings shall be open to the public.   

Ordinance #563-2010  Chapter 155 Adding Provisions pertaining to Building Minimum 

Elevation Building Code.  After discussion Beauregard made motion to place Ordinance #563-

2010 on its third and final reading, seconded by Gunter, roll call, Sanders nay, Packingham nay, 

motion carried (3-2).  Ordiance #563-2010 passed.  

Motion by Gunter to place Ordinance #564-2010 Amending and adding provisions pertaining to 

City Personnel on its second reading, seconded by Beauregard, roll call, Sanders nay, motion 

carried (4-1). 

Chamber of Commerce report by Dan Diehm; Chamber is working on a the Iowa Power Fund 

Grant for wind break behind the drainage ditch just completed west of town, also working on the 

living roadways grant.  Palo Community Group just met and are making plans for this years Palo 

Mud Run and parade.  Out of last years proceeds $1500 was donated to the Palo Fire Department 

and $1500 to the Chamber.   

Motion by Beauregard to approve the police car bid from Onawa Police Department with the 

highest bid of $13,777.00, seconded by Gunter, v.v, motion carried (5-0).  

Resolution# 2-22-10A to approve the the appointment of the Storm Water Management 

Advisory Committee, motion by Beauregard, seconded by Gunter, roll call,  motion carried (5-

0). 

Motion by Beauregard to approve the Palo Mini Mart Liquor License, seconded by Sanders, v.v., 

motion carried, (5-0).  

Resolution #2-22-10B to approve the policy of the prohibition of the use of excessive force, 

motion by Beauregard, seconded by Gunter, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

Discussion regarding the properties the City now holds title to due to the condemnation process. 

Watson stated the City has some financial investement through legal fees currently and would 

like to put these properties up for auction.  Motion by Miller to get confirmed number on cities 

investment , have Staff draft a letter for Council on recommendations and submit to Council, 

seconded by Beauregard, v.v, motion carried (5-0). 

Discussion regarding fill dirt on Watson’s Commercial subdivision.  Mayor Harris stated this 

was discussed when the preliminary plat was approved as well as previously approved the Sewer 

Committee’s recommendation during the waste water treatment project.  Constuction drawings 

are on file showing the final elevation level. Council would like to review the dirt moratioum 

process.  

Old Business 

Mayor Harris stated the State Auditor will be submitting the final analysis soon, everything 

looked good.  Auditors will be back next year and probably every year after for awhile due to the 

major projects and funding.  

Mayor Harris talked briefly about the water committee.  All applicants will be serving on the 

committee.  There are tasks that are drafted and the first meeting will be within the next week.   

Mayor Harris presented three certificate of appreciation letters to; Chad Van Dorsten, Corey 

Lubahn and Scott Packingham for their service and dedication on committees.   

Watson questioned Sanders on the search for a vehicle.  Sanders stated he has been looking and 

has not been able to locate a suitable one at this time.  

New Business 

Mayor Harris stated the City has received Tony Hite’s resignation effective February 22
nd

, 2010 

and will be discussing the position at a later date.   
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Beauregard discussed the new Senate File being introduced SF2336 that will reduce the royalty 

fees for dredging the Cedar River in this area.  Mayor and Council would like to draft a 

proclamation in support of the bill and also request they reduce the fee to $.0 for five years and 

revisit then.  Council feels the dredging should be in the center of the river to create less impact 

on wild life reserve than the river bank and still open up the channel.  

Stated Lions Club Fish Fry will be held March 12
th

 at the Cedar River Garden Center tickets are 

on sale at the Palo Mini Mart.   

 

Motion by Gunter to go into closed session at 8:28 pm concerning claim against the City as 

specific in chapter 21.5 (1) © of the Iowa Code, seconded by Beauregard, v.v, motion carried (5-

0).  

 

Motion by Gunter to adjourn at 9:21 pm, seconded by Miller, motion carried (4-0). 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Trisca Smetzer, City Clerk 
 


