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The Palo City Council met in open session Monday July 12
th

, 2010 at the Temporary City Hall located at 

the FS Building. Mayor John Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following council 

present: Jeff Beauregard, Paula Gunter, Trent Miller, Scott Packingham and Tom Sanders. Others present: 

City Attorney; Scott Peterson, Infrastructure Commander; Tom Watson, City Administrator/Clerk; Stacy 

Dix and City Maintenance Employee; Emily Packingham.    

Mayor Harris asked everyone to stand and say the pledge of allegiance.  

Motion by Beauregard to approve the agenda, seconded by Packingham, v.v, motion carried (5-0).  

Sanders had several questions regarding the bills, requested a chart for monitoring in the future when we 

approve the City of Cedar Rapids bill. Sanders pointed out two spelling errors in the previous minutes.  

Motion by Miller to approve the June 28
th

, 2010 Council minutes, bills and budget review, seconded by 

Gunter, v.v, motion carried, (5-0). Claims Report:  

AFLAC    AFLAC Pre-tax   $           136.56 

Agvantage, FS, Inc.    Gas & Rent     $        2,487.58 

Alan Mengler    P&Z Jan-June 2010                   $           120.00 

Alliant Energy    Gas & Electric    $        2,858.44 

Anderson-Bogert   Yates Boring & General Eng.  $      12,944.44 

Bradley & Riley, P.C   602 IA Attorney Fees Affidavit $  200.00 

Brian Beaty    P&Z Jan-June 2010   $           140.00 

Burt Trucking    Hauling Rock & Roadstone for Trail $        2,040.00 

Cedar River Garden Center  Infiltration Grant- J Gallagher $      11,250.00 

Chad Packingham   P&Z Jan-June 2010   $           140.00 

City of Cedar Rapids   WW Service 5/1-5/31/10         $        7,898.61 

Collection Services Center  Child Support    $             82.15 

CR/LC Solid Waste Agency  Yard Waste    $             14.10 

Crawford Quarry Co.   Rock for Trail System   $      10,603.44 

Culligan    Water     $             40.50 

Custom Hose & Supplies  Parts     $           178.16 

D&N Fence     Fence/Gate Along Trail  $        3,250.00 

Dan Oliphant    P&Z Jan-June 2010   $           100.00 

Dell Marketing   Computer Tower   $           749.00 

Eastern Iowa Arts Academy  2010-11 EAA Sponsorship  $      18,050.00 

ECICOG    Comp Plan Phase 1 Update  $        1,400.00     

EFTPS     FED/FICA Tax   $        4,891.17 

Emily Packingham   Reimburse Benadryl   $               7.48 

Erek Sittig    Legal fees    $        2,237.50 

Erek Sittig Trust Account  Property Acquisitions   $           321.30 

Evergreen Landscape Nursery Mulch at Memorial Park  $           550.00 

Farm Plan    Maintenance Vehicle   $           173.15 

Fast Tek    Computer Work   $           663.35 

Gazette Communications Inc.  Legal Publication   $           315.76 

Greenvalley At & Turf LLC  Filters     $             13.98 

Howard R. Green Company  Task 1 H2O Dist. System Phase1 $      19,269.50 

IDNR     Annual Public Water Fee         $             25.00 

Iowa Department of Revenue  State Taxes    $           744.00 

Iowa Prison Industries  Street Signs & Trail Signs.  $           500.75 

Iowa Workforce Development Unemployment   $          443.36 

IPERS     Ipers     $        1,790.26 

Jack & Donna Eye   HMGP 40 Church Relocate Benef $      10,000.00 

Jeanine Robinson   Library Card    $             25.00 
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Jesse McCurrie   HMGP 602 IA Ave. Prop Acq. $      35,003.44 

Julie Klaiwiter     Library Reimbursement  $             25.00 

Kesslers Team Sports   Trail Benches & Waste Cans  $      10,062.00 

Keystone Laboratories  Testing    $             21.00 

L.L. Pelling Co.   Hotmix  & Road Repairs HF 64         $    112,715.46 

Linn County Planning & Develop. Building Inspections/Flood Insp.  $        1,754.99 

Linn County REC.   Street Lights    $           210.01 

Linn County Recorder  602 Iowa Trsfr Tax/Recording      $           135.80 

Linn County Sheriff’s Office  Contract for Services 7-9/30  $        8,775.00 

Menards    Equipment Etc.   $        2,831.96 

Michelle Nejdl   Postage    $             10.76 

Office Express    Office Supplies   $             97.97 

Orlie Workman   P&Z Jan-June 2010   $           120.00 

Palo Coop.    Telephone Service   $           204.16 

Palo Savings Bank   602 Iowa bank Mo-Past Due Taxes $        2,792.26 

Port “O” Jonny, Inc.   Ball Park PW6800   $           150.00 

Ralston Construction   Ball Diamond Lime & Ditch grade $      32,311.22   

Rexco Equipment Inc.   Tractor Repair          $           125.44 

Rudd Sanitation   Solid Waste     $        3,271.25 

Schimberg CO.   Trail Culvert- Split End Cap  $           882.84 

Solum Lang Architects, LLC  Community Center PW950  $      22,412.05 

Speer Financial, Inc.   Tif Report    $        1,800.00 

Stacy Dix    Postage    $             36.39 

Terracon Consultants, Inc  Comm. Center PW950  $           359.75 

Treasurer, State of Iowa  602 Ia Title Ins. & Sales Tax  $           444.00 

Trisca Smetzer   Recording Annexation/postage  $             60.98 

Truenorth Companies, LC  Life Insurance    $             40.00 

US Cellular    Cell Phone    $             93.19 

US Postal    Postage    $           205.04 

USA  Bluebook   Valve Public Service Well  $             78.60 

Watson Services   Haul for Trail     $        2,982.50 

Wellmark BC/BS   Health Insurance   $        1,282.32 

Wolter Conservation Service  Wetland Determination Boatramp $        1,400.00 

   Total Accounts Payable    $    438,918.94   

Payroll: 

General    $  13,143.36 

Road Use    $    2,657.32 

Property Acquisition   $       429.86 

Sewer     $    2,433.63 

Audience Comments: Bill Zeller questioned the process for complaints.  Stated he still needs to submit 

to City Hall and they will forward onto Mayor and Council.  Bill also questioned why his tenant are 

having to pay that amount for garbage when they do not use very much also their sewer bill.  Staff will 

look into the waste disposal bill as commercial property is not required by the Palo Ordinance, however is 

optional.  

Tim Carson questioned the culverts that were installed under Yates Road and why they added seal coat on 

Linn Drive but did not add any additional culverts, the water will go over the road.  Watson stated they 

will be installing caution signs regarding the roads flooding in high water.   

Tony Hite questioned why he received a call from the Linn County Sheriff’s Department when the lift 

station was struck by lightning last month. Also questioned what is happening with the old generator since 
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the flood.  Watson stated it is operational and is being stored on his property it is a single phase generator 

and both lift stations now have 3 phase back-up generators.   

Lori Hansen stated the water is not going down the eves at the Fire Station Building.  Watson stated the 

eve spouts have been cleaned out.  

Linn County Sheriff report: Hours required 108.33 actual hours worked 126.20 from 6/14/10 through 

7/11/10.  

Community Center City Hall Bid Award Motion by Gunter to open the public hearing at 6:54pm, 

seconded by Miller, v.v., motion carried (5-0). Lori Hansen asked if this would be constructed above the 

2008 flood level.  Stated this will be built outside of the 2008 flood area and will also be raised 2 to 3 feet 

from the existing grade.  Motion by Gunter to close the public hearing at 6:56pm, seconded by Sanders, 

v.v., motion carried (5-0).  Resolution #7-12-10A motion by Beauregard to award the Community Center 

City Hall bid with site improvements to Garling Construction Co. in the amount of $4,320,000.00 

seconded by Miller, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

Contract with Anderson-Bogert water source and distribution. Motion by Beauregard to approve the 

contract with Anderson-Bogert to perform work for the Disaster Relief Grant through IDED funded by 

CDBG for a water source and distribution system, seconded by Gunter, v.v, motion carried (5-0).  

Water Source and Distribution update and recommendation was presented by Dave Schoettmer, 

Chairman of the Water Committee with their recommendation to move forward on the design of the 

distribution system for a Palo Treatment Plant without softening.  The Committee with the assistance 

from Howard R. Green is recommending this choice after researching all possible options.  The estimated 

monthly charge would be around $27.60 per month. Discussed the cost of softening using an RO system 

would double the monthly fee. After talking with Cedar Rapids the connection charge is higher than the 

original estimation and the monthly fee to the City of Palo would be double what Cedar Rapids residents 

are charged.  Resolution #7-12-10A , Motion by Gunter to move forward on the design phase of the 

water distribution project for a Palo Treatment Facility without softening with the option to do some 

softening if feasible, seconded by Miller, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

Splash Pad Bid motion by Miller to award the bid to Dean Driscoll Construction in the amount of 

$79,500.00, seconded by Gunter. Further discussion Council would like to see the surfacing on the next 

council agenda, v.v., motion carried (5-0). 

Department Reports: 

Emily Packingham submitted department reports.  Beauregard questioned June 18
th

 when Maintenance 

Staff was working on potable water. Emily stated the city employees do some of the maintenance and 

Rick Roberts does all the testing.   

Sanders questioned the work on the Fire Station for insulation.  Emily stated maintenance staff performed 

the insulation project with the assistance from Al Mengler.  Beauregard stated he would like to see the 

project completed with patching the holes in the drywall.   

Resolution # 7-12-10C to accept the resignation of Al Mengler from the Planning & Zoning 

Commission, motion by Gunter, seconded by Miller, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

Resolution #7-12-10D to appoint Susan Salee to the Planning & Zoning Commission term to expire June 

30
th

, 2014, motion by Gunter, seconded by Miller, roll call, Sanders nay, Packingham nay, motion carried 

(3-2).  

Ordinance #568-2010 amending provisions pertaining to the Planning & Zoning Commission. 

Motion by Gunter to place Ordinance #568-2010 on its second reading, seconded by Packingham, roll 

call, motion carried (5-0).  

Sale of 4 Lincoln Drive. Motion by Gunter to open public hearing at 8:00 pm regarding the sale of Lot 7, 

Auditor’s Plat No. 397, Linn County, Iowa from the auction on July 10
th

,  2010, seconded by Beauregard, 

v.v., motion carried (5-0). Bill Zeller questioned how many bidders.  Mayor Harris stated two. Doug 

Hanover questioned how much money the city had invested.  Scott Peterson stated around $2000.00 

Motion by Gunter to close public hearing at 8:02pm, seconded by Packingham, v.v., motion carried (5-0). 

Resolution 7-12-10E to approve the purchase of 4 Lincoln Drive, Lot 7, Auditor’s Plat No. 397, Linn 
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County to James Sanders in the amount of $2500. Motion by Gunter, seconded by Packingham, v.v., 

Beauregard nay, motion carried (4-1). 

Removal of plywood in culvert on Vinton Street.  Beauregard questioned the height of the old culverts 

on Vinton Street compared to the ditch elevation.  Gunter discussed the drainage pattern during the rain 

event and felt the restriction in the culvert from the plywood didn’t inhibit the drainage.  Discussion 

regarding the installation of a culvert under First Street at the Blairs Ferry Road intersection that was on 

the list of possible culvert projects.  Watson stated there is a significant amount of communication cables 

buried in that intersection and the reason for a delay in that project. The other culverts under Yates Road 

were paid for with funding that had to be expended by June 30
th

, 2010.  Dave Schoettmer from the 

SWMC discussed the projects that have been completed to date regarding the main focus for their 

committee with the assistance from the Iowa Flood Recovery Center, NRCS, Linn County & Benton 

County Soil Conservation, and Local & State officials on improving drainage flow and limiting the 

impact on our community slowing it down before it comes to town.  The Dry Creek Water Shed project 

was awarded $500,000.00 .  Stated members from the SWMC along with Jon Gallagher drove around and 

looked at culverts and drainage in town and request Council to send a letter to Linn County Board of 

Supervisors asking for support  in looking into restricting culvert flow on west side of Blairs Ferry Road.   

Dave stated he would recommend something more permanent be placed in the culvert like was mentioned 

previously to have more control on restriction.  Sanders made a motion to remove plywood on an interim 

basis, seconded by Packingham, after a question was raised if this would affect a Council member’s 

property Packingham took back his second motion and abstains. Motion died for a lack of second.  

Sump pump Inspections need to be completed throughout the town.  Staff would like to see if the 

Council would like to utilize volunteers like we did prior on performing the remaining inspections.  

Council agreed to proceed with utilizing volunteers mainly from the City Council, Maintenance Staff and 

the Palo Fire Department.   

Mower with Boom purchase was discussed by Emily Packingham stating the city purchased the mower 

and the boom for mowing ditches January 2008. The tractors 3 point hitch had to be replaced and upon 

picking up the parts and talking to the company that sold the equipment as well as three different 

companies whom all state the boom is too large for the mower.  Sanders stated would not want to spend 

this kind of money again look into more closely.  Gunter stated the purchase of the boom mower was 

$15,250.  Brian Beaty offered to talk to Rexco and see what kind of trade in would be available. 

Resolution # 7-12-10F to approve the street closure for Thompson Drive on Saturday July 17
th

, 2010 

between the hours of 4:00pm until midnight, motion by Miller, seconded by Beauregard, roll call, Gunter 

abstained, motion carried (4-0).  

Full-time public works employee discussion was held.  Sanders and Packingham volunteered to 

participate in the hiring committee with Mayor Harris.  Council would like to review job description and 

bring back to next meeting.  

Resolution # 7-12-10G to approve the 2010 salary resolution, motion by Gunter, seconded by 

Beauregard, roll call, Sanders nay, Packingham nay, motion carried (3-2).  

Resolution # 7-12-10H to rescind resolution # 4-12-10B and approve the amendment to the Dry Creek 

Estates Sub-dividers agreement Preliminary Plat Agreement, motion by Gunter, seconded by Miller, roll 

call, motion carried (5-0). 

Drainage on 3
rd

 Street Subdivision was discussed where the hickenbottom was installed and drainage 

retention basins were identified on the sub dividers plat.  Motion by Miller to approve an engineering 

study in this area, seconded by Beauregard, v.v, motion carried (5-0).  

Mowing ditch in ROW.  Dennis Shakespeare presented his situation regarding the request to purchase 

the small portion of property in the ROW that abuts his property back in 2007 and was denied by Council.  

Shakespeare stated since that time the city has been mowing that section of the ditch until this year.  After 

further discussion Council approved to have the city mow down the weeds that have overpowered that 

area and Mr. Shakespeare will continue to mow after that.  City Staff will verify that this property is 

located in the ROW.  
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Resolution # 7-12-10I to approve the property lein in the amount of $200 for 70 Dale Lee Drive, motion 

by Gunter , seconded by Sanders, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

Old Business 

Beauregard discussed the generator; Council would like to send this out for sealed bids.  Beauregard also 

would like to look into cost of culverts on Linn Drive, as well as recommended any incidents that happen 

with city staff he would like council notified.   

Miller questioned the status of the trail on Drake Drive of when that will be improved and completed.  

New Business 

Gunter stated there is no visible culvert on the corner of Lincoln Drive and Linn Drive.  

Scott Peterson stated the grading of the ditches on Linn Drive request is still out to Foley.   

 

 Motion by Gunter to adjourn at 9:58, seconded by Beauregard, motion carried (5-0).  

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Trisca Smetzer, City Clerk 

 

 
 


