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The Palo City Council met in open session Monday October 11
th

, 2010 at the Temporary City Hall 

located at the FS Building. Mayor Pro-tem Jeff Beauregard called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with 

the following council present: Jeff Beauregard, Paula Gunter, Trent Miller, Scott Packingham and Tom 

Sanders. Absent: Mayor John Harris. Others present: City Attorney; Scott Peterson, Infrastructure 

Commander; Tom Watson and City Administrator/Clerk; Stacy Dix, City Employee; Emily Packingham.    

Mayor Pro-tem Beauregard asked everyone to stand and say the pledge of allegiance.  

Motion by Gunter to approve the agenda with the removal of items #5 Hart-Frederick Contract and #9 

Howard R. Green Contract, seconded by Miller, v.v, motion carried (4-0).  

Motion by Sanders to approve the consent agenda including the bill approval, budget, September 27
th 

2010 and September 30
th

, 2010 Special Council Meeting Minutes. Gunter entered at 6:35pm.  Miller 

stated the September 30
th

 minutes description of the truck should have left out the 7 gears., v.v, motion 

carried (5-0).   

Hiawatha Ambulance Report by Mike Nesslage the current Hiawatha Fire Chief.  Mike stated 

Hiawatha has been running our service since fall 2008.  Hiawatha has also signed mutual aid agreement 

with Fayette Township.  There are currently 2 full-time and 2 part-time and 40 volunteers.  There are 7 

paramedics, all have EMT basics.  Hiawatha currently has 2 ambulances one with auto pulmonary device 

that will do CPR by itself more effectively.  Hoping to have 3 ambulances by next year.   

Linn County Sheriff’s Department report stated 108 hours required and 134 ½ hours actually worked 

with 60 calls. Council asked if there were any concerns, stated there has been a lot of break-ins around the 

area during the day.  Reminder to lock your doors and call if see any suspicious vehicles.   

Audience Comments:  Rick Ludavissy 501 Main Street stated there is still problems with the sink holes 

on Main Street right next to the drainage way.  Sidewalk and landing is sinking; the city came out a few 

years ago and filled in with concrete, however that has not solved the problems.  Would like to see it torn 

out and fixed.  Council to discuss possible solutions and in the meantime will place barricades around the 

area.   

Bill Zeller 201 Vinton Street stated he was approached by two young children about not having anything 

to do in town and questioned what we are doing in the green space area.  Gunter stated the Park & 

Recreation Board has been looking into basketball courts, a skate park and other activities.  Need to get 

the kids involved in the discussion of what they would like to see.  Zeller also stated he received a call 

from his Commercial tenants that the city hall stated he is required to have garbage pick-up.  

Department Reports:  

Sanders wanted a brief report of the sewer project on Drake Drive.  Watson stated they decided to dig up 

after investigating the lines. When digging it up discovered multiple elbows and leaks, the tap was built 

around the main it went across the main and 90 on other side.  Because of the concrete they cannot get 

though; they will start dewatering and fix.  Packingham questioned why they couldn’t cut out the cross 

section.  Watson replied it could damage the sewer lining.  After further discussion the council moved to 

allow Watson to fix as originally planned.  

Ordinance #569-2010 adding provision pertaining to Mandatory Connection to Public Water 

Supply System. Gunter made a motion to place Ordinance #569-2010 on its third and final reading, 

Beauregard seconded the motion, roll call, Sanders nay, motion carried (4-1).  Ordinance #569-2010 

passed.   

RFQ Refuse, Recycling and Lawn Waste Hauler received two submittals from ABC Disposal and 

Rudd Sanitation.  Lengthy discussion was held on what options the City has for leaf pick up and yard 

waste pick-up.  Stated they will look into purchasing a mulching blade to mulch the city leaves.  Was also 

stated homeowners can take their yard waste to the Solid Waste Land Fill any time with no cost; there is a 

charge for haulers.  The option for this year would be homeowners can place their leaves in the lawn and 

leaf bags and the city will pick up.  Motion by Miller to accept the bid from Rudd Sanitation, seconded by 

Gunter, v.v, motion carried (5-0).  Brian from Rudd Sanitation offered to pick up the leaves in the lawn 
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and leaf bags this year if they have them out by 7:00am. Council accepted their offer and thanked Rudd 

Sanitation for helping with the pick up this year.   

PCC Paving Project including Dry Creek Lane, Meadow Creek Drive and Hollenbeck Road received 

three proposals. Scott Peterson stated instead of the city awarding the entire bid we are only looking at the 

base bid and developer will pay for his portion separately.  Motion by Beauregard to award the bid to City 

Wide Construction in the amount of $224,079.25, seconded by Packingham, v.v, motion carried (5-0).  

RFQ Lift Station Demolition. Motion by Gunter to award the project to BG Brecke in the amount of 

$8130, seconded by Beauregard, v.v., motion carried (5-0).  

Sale of Kato Light 35KW single phase 120/240V generator.  Motion by Gunter to award to the highest 

bidder Keith Beauregard in the amount of $220, seconded by Sanders, Beauregard and Packingham 

abstained, motion carried (3-0).  

Discussion regarding placing stop light on Blairs Ferry Road. Gunter stated citizens have concern 

with people not stopping at the stop sign. Council would like staff to look into either flashing red light for 

the center of the intersection or flashing light for stop sign ahead.  Also check with Linn County 

Secondary Roads Dept.   

Discussion regarding lights for new ball diamond, Watson stated they located and purchased 70 foot 

poles for $75.  The City has received some quotes for new lighting, however would like to receive 

additional information to present regarding the lighting design and information from Alliant if there is 

3phase available.  After further discussion Gunter, Miller, Packingham and Beauregard all interested in 

pursuing the lighting options for the new ball diamond.  

Line Striping on First Street was discussed regarding the complaint that was stated with the new surface 

it’s too dark at night to be able to see the road. Council is not interested in line striping however; Sanders 

and Gunter volunteered to perform their own feasibility study for lighting to see if another light in that 

area may be needed.    

Resolution #10-11-10A to approve the 2010 Street Financial Report, motion by Gunter, seconded by 

Packingham, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

Resolution #10-11-10B to transfer $104,127.51 from Money Market to General Fund, motion by Gunter, 

seconded by Miller, roll call, motion carried (5-0). 

Sale of 48 Lincoln Drive. Smetzer informed the Council that the individual that was interested in 

purchasing the property is not able to do so at this time.  Scott Peterson stated the Council has several 

options to pursue to maximize the purchase.  After further discussion Council would like to pursue with 

having an Auction on October 23
rd

, 2010 at 9:00am, city staff will advertize on the website, emails and 

posting locations.   

Old Business 

Beauregard stated the sign on the pavilion looks nice and thanked Zeller.    

Packingham questioned that status of the parking lot for the senior housing.  Watson stated they have shot 

elevations and turned over to Garling Construction to fix.  Packingham and Sanders would like this to be 

completed as soon as possible.  

New Business  
Beauregard stated it is time for the news letter and asked Packingham or Sanders if they would be willing 

to do an article or a simple paragraph since they are the only two that have not contributed yet.  

Packingham stated he is not up it and doesn’t really have anything.  Sanders questioned if this is 

mandatory and stated his comments would not reflect well on the city.  Miller commented its good 

communication tool.  Beauregard will write the next letter.   

Packingham questioned the Vinton Street water bypass project. Watson stated Matt Shock was out today 

with Jon Gallagher to look at the culvert restrictions and future projects to work jointly with the county.  

Several drainage projects are being looked at currently and will be incorporated with the engineering 

study that is in progress.   

Beauregard stated the HR Green contract was taken off the agenda to finalize some issues with the 

contract. Council will have a workshop to discuss the contract on Wednesday October 20
th

 at 6:30pm.  
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Motion by Gunter to adjourn at 8:24pm, seconded by Packingham, motion carried (5-0).   

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Trisca Smetzer, City Clerk 

 

 
 


