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The Palo City Council met in open session Monday September 27
th

, 2010 at the Temporary City Hall located at 

the FS Building. Mayor Pro-tem Jeff Beauregard called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following 

council present: Jeff Beauregard, Paula Gunter, Trent Miller, Scott Packingham and Tom Sanders. Others 

present: City Attorney; Scott Peterson, Infrastructure Commander; Tom Watson and City Administrator/Clerk; 

Stacy Dix  

Mayor Pro-tem Beauregard asked everyone to stand and say the pledge of allegiance.  

Mayor Pro-tem Beauregard stated item #15 will be on the next agenda and #17 will be removed. Motion by 

Gunter to approve the agenda with the moving the Street Financial Report to the next agenda and removing the 

property liens, seconded by Packingham, v.v., motion carried (5-0).  

Motion by Gunter to approve the consent agenda including DAR, August 30
th

, 2010 Special Council Meeting 

Minutes and September 13
th

, 2010 Council Meeting Minutes, seconded by Miller, v.v., motion carried (5-0). 

 

Mark Pingenot with Trees Forever was present to discuss the programs that the City has been working with 

Trees Forever on implementing. Trees forever awarded 5 separate grants to the City of Palo.  The current Iowa 

Living Roadways grant the Chamber of Commerce received is for the entry sign off of Blairs Ferry Road and 

the grass seeding on HWY 94.   Branching Out with Alliant Energy awarded $9250 for trees in the parks, with 

46 volunteers from Trees forever and Palo residents. The disaster grant that was recently awarded to the city 

that will plant 3-4 trees in the 12 homes that were built utilizing the Single Family Unit Production Grant.  The 

Chamber of Commerce and the City is also working on a grant that would plant trees on each residential 

property in the city, also to plant trees at the New City Hall, Fire Station and Park Area.  Gunter requested a 

meeting with Beth Rathje to discuss Alliant grants.   

 

Resolution #09-13-10A to allocate $100 in support for a CAT grant application by Linn County 

Conservation Board and Wickiup Hill Outdoor Learning Center. Motion by Miller, Seconded by 

Packingham, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

 

Hart-Frederick Discussion regarding the sewer project, Beauregard stated the city owes Hart-Frederick 

$40,000.  Watson stated the bills that were approved there was no change order.  Peterson discussed the 

negotiation that took place if the city pays Hart-Frederick the amount owed; Mike Hart and Doug Frederick will 

give a $20,000 donation each to the City of Palo. Council directed Attorney to draft an agreement with Hart-

Frederick to move forward.   

 

Iowa Smart Planning Local Comprehensive Planning Grant Program. Chad Sands with ECICOG was 

present to answer any questions the Council may have regarding the grant.  This grant will help defer the cost in 

creating the Comprehensive plan for the City of Palo.  Resolution#09-27-10B to approve the Iowa Smart  

Planning Local Comprehensive Planning Grant application and adopt the resolution. Motion by Gunter, 

seconded by Packingham, roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

 

Audience Comments.  Dennis Cumadin representing the wickiup hill program was present and thanked 

Council for their support in pursuing the CAT grant. 

Bill Zeller stated read the comments from his question in the last minutes and still wants to know why his 

renters having to pay for garbage service when they say they don’t use it.  Dix stated we do discontinue service 

for residents if they will not be utilizing the service for over 30 days we are billed on a monthly basis.  The 

ordinance states all residential properties will participate in the municipal garbage pickup.  Tim Carson 

questioned the mosquito spraying and why we are doing this when they city should fix the problems with dump 

truck loads of dirt just sitting on lots with standing water.  Should level the dirt to eliminate ponding and mow 

the tall weeds along the creek.   
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Chamber of Commerce Report by Beth Rathje and Dan Diehm stated the entrance sign will be set a week 

from today. Also received verbal easements for other entrance signs from Maurice VanNote and Tom Watson 

as well as visited with the Fire Department on placing a sign there with either Palo Fire Department of an 

Entrance sign on the new site.  Big thanks to Tom Watson, Brian Beaty and Jared Marks for helping with the 

base for the entrance sign.  Submitted site plan for the Kiosk area did receive a bid from MD Concrete to pour 

the pad and donate the stamped concrete around the border.  Would also like to eventually put a park bench 

there.  Motion by Sanders to have MD Concrete pour the concrete around the kiosk for $2071.25, seconded by 

Miller, v.v, motion carried (5-0).   

 

Sale of Property 48 Lincoln Drive discussion Smetzer stated the purchaser from the auction is no longer 

interested in the property need to decide how to proceed for sale.  Watson stated he has a person interested in 

purchasing for the same price of $5000.00.  Motion by Gunter to offer the property to interested party as 1
st
 

option if that falls through, have another auction 2
nd

 option, or sealed bids as 3
rd

 option, motion by Gunter, 

seconded by Miller, v.v., motion carried (5-0).  

 

Ordinance #569-2010 adding provision pertaining to Mandatory Connection to Public Water Supply 

System. Motion by Gunter to open the Public Hearing at 7:34pm, seconded by Beauregard, v.v., motion carried 

(5-0). Bill Zeller stated the way you wrote this you have to hook up.  Beauregard stated the Council had a 

workshop and would like to leave that as stated.  Tom Yock stated the majority of the Community voted for a 

water utility and city water.  Motion by Gunter to close the Public Hearing at 7:40pm, seconded by Miller, v.v., 

motion carried (5-0). Miller agrees the vote was to get a water utility and research for the best water source.  

Council voted and decided to move forward.  Gunter made a motion to place Ordinance #569-2010 on its first 

reading, Packingham seconded the motion, Sanders stated this is going to be a burden on the elderly and fixed 

income citizens, roll call, Sanders nay, motion carried (4-1).  

Beauregard and Miller left at 7:45pm on a fire call.  Rest of Council agreed to allow Gunter to conduct the rest 

of the meeting.  

 

Purchase of vehicle discussion was held stating the city has received two quotes, one from Junge Ford and the 

other from Cassil Motors.  Packingham stated he looked at both vehicles and thought the idea was to put a snow 

plow on it and the Chevy from Junge would not accept the plow.  Sanders stated the F250 could handle the 

snow plow with the 7.5 liter motor.  Sanders stated he has the same vehicle and can tow with it.  It will get 

better gas mileage on highway around 17-18 mpg. Packingham made motion to buy the F250 from Cassil 

Motors for $7120.43, seconded by Sanders, v.v, motion carried (3-0).  

 

Sale of generator was discussed; No bids have been received, Sanders made a motion to accept bids until 

October 7
th

 and place on next Council meeting.   

 

Speed bump on city streets was discussed by Tom Watson recommending this will slow down traffic.  

Packingham stated he is opposed to the idea as it would be more hazardous especially to motorcycles.  

 

Old Business 

Gunter asked how the Maintenance position interviews are coming.  Packingham stated they have a list of 

candidates and was delayed due to the Mayor’s emergency leave.  City Staff to contact the five applicants that 

there is a temporary delay in the process.   

Packingham questioned the status on the trails.  Watson stated he hauled in dirt about a week ago and 

Beauregard and Miller are working on volunteers.   
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Sanders questioned the garbage collection with Rudd Sanitation placing garbage cans away from the mail 

boxes, stated he witnessed mailman have to move empty can to deliver mail.  Staff will send a letter to Rudd 

requesting employees place garbage cans where they found them or away from mail boxes. 

Dix stated she has followed Rudd now several times and would like to ensure everyone they are recycling.  The 

truck has two sections in the back and it is hard to tell if you are looking out a window.   

 

New Business Peterson requested the Council consider having a special council meeting this week to move 

forward with the approval of two plats located inside the city limits and 1 plat located within the two miles 

buffer for approval.  Sanders questioned the delay.  Gunter stated this is the time frame we were able to receive 

them once they went to P&Z.  Sanders wants noted that he and Packingham do not wish to have the second 

reading of the Ordinance on the special meeting agenda.  Meeting will be scheduled for Thursday night staff to 

notify other council members for commitment of time.   

 

 Motion by Gunter to adjourn at 8:10 pm, seconded by Packingham, motion carried (3-0).  

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Trisca Smetzer, City Clerk 

 

 
 


