
Minutes 

Palo City Council Meeting  

March 10, 2008 

Palo City Hall 

 

Council Present:  Alan Mengler, Paula Gunter, Jeannie Blumer, Jeff Beauregard 

Absent: Jeremy Crawford 

Other City Representatives Present: City Attorney; Scott Peterson, Hart-Frederick Engineer; Randy 

Krutzfield, Asst. Adm/Clerk; Trisca Smetzer, P&Z Chairman; Doug Hanover. 

 

Linn County Deputy presented February Service Report: Required to put in 108.33 hours-actual hours put in 

122.7 and received 82 calls for service. 

 

Mayor Terry Sanders opened the Public Hearing @ 6:30pm  for the consideration on the adoption of 

fiscal year July 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009 City Budget. 
Dick Postma: What is the balance? 

 Clerk stated this is budgeted dollars not actual balances. The actual bank balance is $933,322.23. 

With no further questions or comments motion made by Mengler, seconded by Beauregard to close public 

hearing, voice vote, all aye (4-0). 

Mayor Sanders opened Regular Council Meeting @ 6:33pm. 

Agenda approved with amendment to add Yoder Lift Station generator, motion by Beauregard, seconded by 

Mengler, all aye, motion carried (4-0). 

Minutes stand approved, motion by Beauregard, seconded by Blumer, voice vote, all aye, motion carried(4-0). 

Motion by Beauregard, seconded by Mengler to approve bills for payment, all aye, motion carried (4-0). 

 

Resolution #03-10-08A: Motion by Gunter, seconded by Mengler to approve adoption of 08/09 City Budget, 

voice vote, all ayes, motion carried (4-0). 

 

BILLS 

Alliant Energy                       Gas & Electric                                4516.38 

Palo Coop.     Telephone Service         272.04  

Ipers                .   Ipers         1113.90 

Palo Savings Bank               Fed/Fica Taxes                    2399.48 

Iowa Dept. of Revenue         State Taxes          379.00 

US Postal   Postage          141.62   

Rudd Sanitation           Solid Waste Disposal                     3204.25 

Linn County REC           Street Lights                    161.14       

Gazette Communications Legal Publication                    102.33 

Scott Peterson   Legal Fees         2308.00 

Truenorth Co.   Life Ins.           128.00 

IMFOA   Training           200.00 

Linn Co. Treasurer   Linn Co. Snow Removal 28E       1706.06 

Star Equipment  Pumps & Hoses                   2444.00 

Hygienic Laboratory  Testing           281.00 

Office Elements  Copier Images           215.62 

Orkin    Palo Community Center         408.27 

Watson Services  Snow Removal/ Sand        2000.00 

Anderson Bogert  Engineering fees                   1803.00 

Fowler Electric Inc  Street Lights & Lagoon Pump      1555.52 

Roto-Rooter   Pump Lift Station                     600.00 

J&M Enterprise  Snow Tires & Tire Repair         310.00 

UPS    Shipping & Postage            79.86 

Hart-Frederick Consultants SRF Engineering                 26825.35 

Wellmark BC/BS  Health Insurance        2076.56 



Future Line Truck Equip. Plow repair                      645.67 

Hawkins Inc.   Chemicals         896.01 

Tony Hite   Mileage Reim/postage         68.68 

Wright Express  Fuel          223.05 

MSA Professionals  Palo Sewer Services      1000.00 

Palo Mini Mart  Fuel                     805.55 

Acme Electric   Lift Station Pump repair                  113.25 

Larson Becker Co.  Lift Station Pump         977.00 

Saddleback Material Co. Sandbags         760.00 

Jo Ellen Marconi  Library Cards                      50.00 

Arletta Henry   Library Cards           75.00 

 

Payroll: 

General  4,918.90    Road Use 1,356.38 

Sewer    2,580.43 

 

Disbursements by Fund:    Revenue by Fund: 
General  17,911.84   General         6,433.11 

Road Use     10,818.30   Road Use            5,862.07 

Employee Benefits   1,659.82   Empl. Benefits              8.55 

TIF                           0                         L.O.S.T.               35,570.61   

Sewer Project             26,825.35   TIF                               26.80 

Sewer    13,706.26   Sewer Project          6,621.57 

L.O.S.T.                          0   Sewer        16,248.63 

 

Dustin of Linn County Health Department/Air Quality Division was present to discuss the Air Quality with 

Open Burning. Passed out handouts - anyone wishing to receive a copy may obtain one from City Hall. 

 Providing information on extending the burn ban that currently exists for Cedar Rapids, Hiawatha and 

Marion with the buffer zone that would extend the burn ban ½ mile out of incorporated areas. 

 Air dispersion model report: testing particulate material into the air. #1 pollutant out there; which 

comes from all sorts of sources-large amount is when incomplete combustion; which is when 

something is not completely burned up. Example burning leaves in yard – not everything is burned up. 

There is lots of resusage left that will now become airborne. Small enough to get into you and your 

neighbors respiratory system. 

 Effects air quality that people breathe in on the property around you to a level that they are concerned 

from a public health stand point, a concern according to the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

(NAAQS). These are the same standard limits that the Industries are held to. 

 Research supports the idea that lot sizes 1/3 to ½ acre in size there is a good chance you could cause ill 

effect to your neighbors just by burning leaves. 

 Looking to extend burn ban beyond Cedar Rapids, Hiawatha & Marion, Linn County Health 

Department is not doing anything at this time to rural areas. Looking to provide this information to 

make an informed discussion on what the surrounding cities want to do with their municipality. There 

is a chance that somewhere down the pipe there could be a burn ban.  

 We are at 90% NAAQS where we can be as far as staying in accontainment. If we go outside another 

10% we are out of attainment and the Federal Government takes over authority. 

 Main reason the Linn County health department is here is to help protect neighbors and friends from 

health related concerns due from burning: respiratory sensitivities, asthma, etc. 

 Linn County is here as a resource & for assistance should the City want to implement a burn ban  

 Questions:  

o What is included in burn ban? Yard waste (leaves, branches, brush) 

o Continue to burn household garbage/paper? NO - It is illegal in Linn County to burn anything 

that is locally recyclable. This day and age most items are locally recyclable to a large degree – 

very few things that are not. 

o Still allow controlled fire permits? Yes. 



o Doing anything for yard waste pick up?  Looking into solutions. Market is adjusting and many 

haulers are purchasing new equipment to gear up for projected yard waste growth. This is a 

national issue not just locally-the entire country is looking at alternatives. 

o Still do recreational burns? Yes. 

o Residents continue to receive burn permits? No, encouraging individuals to compost & mulch. 

There are a multitude of other things we can be doing with our yard waste. Involves serious 

changes up front but in the long term healthier and better community this way. 

 

 Hart-Frederick representative Randy Krutzfield present to discuss the current sewer project. 

 The project has slowed down due to the weather conditions. 

 Suggesting a 4-month extension with substantial completions August 15
th

 and final completion end of 

September. 

 Council questioned Dry Creek Addition sewage. Temporary Lift station installed, pumping out? Under 

agreement city took over January 1, 2008.  City has problem with authorizing 4-month extension if we 

are liable for pumping expenses. 

 Need to resolve this issue & will further discuss extension for the April council meeting. 

 Hart-Frederick (Justin) is doing the inspections for the project. 

 

 Debt Service Sewer Rate: 

 Every residence/business needs to pay their portion of the 4.2 million debt service regardless if 

occupying residence or not. 

 Local Option Sales Tax (L.O.S.T) and Tax Increment Financing (TIF) dollars will also be included in 

paying toward the total debt. 

 Increase sewer hook-on fees to assist in paying down the debt ~  will be put on next month agenda. 

 Adding new homes to an already over stressed does increase the stress; however regardless the current 

aerated lagoon system was outdated/stress years prior to new housing developments. 

 Palo, like many small Iowa towns, uses an aerated lagoon system, which the DNR says will be 

rendered virtually obsolete by the new standards ~ thus the reasoning that the city needed replace the 

current lagoon system.   

 The sewer utility must be self-funding to obtain the SRF loan. 

 Projected monthly sewer rate estimated to be: $60.00 Business User, $55.00 Residential User, $40.00 

Senior User. 

 Resolution 03-10-08B: There will be no separate rate for snowbirds or non-occupied 

residential/commercial buildings. Rate for all structures will be the same as the current sewer rate. 

Motion by Mengler, seconded by Blumer, voice vote, all aye, motion carried (4-0).  

 

 Motion by Mengler to set public hearing for April 14
th

 @ 6:30 p.m. to amend/increase sewer hook-up fee, 

seconded by Beauregard, voice vote, all aye, motion carried (4-0) 

 

 Motion by Mengler, seconded by Beauregard, voice vote, all aye, motion carried (4-0) to approve 

agreement with Imagetek to provide secure storage of documents. The documents will be available to 

retrieve via a browser as soon as the documents are transferred onto the server. 

 

 Darren Adams addressed the council regarding plans for a Veterans Memorial Park for Disabled Fishing. 

 Darren & Delores Adams wish to donate between 3&5 acres of land bordering the Cedar River, also 

granting access would be Carl Haible. Main access to the pier would be off Blairs Ferry Road. 

 Would like the City to help utilize the existing lagoon area for parking, picnic area, pavilion, nature 

center and possible boat ramp. 

 Adams area would be handicap accessible to the pier for fishing. 

 Council suggested that Adams meet with the Palo GEESE committee, as they have been working for 

the past two years, along with the Iowa State Extension office and Engineering firms designing 

projects for the betterment of the community. Much time has been invested in there future plans for 

the City, at which the City has committed money towards the first project. The City feels that Darren’s 



plan is a good idea, however would like to see Darren work with the GEESE committee as the lagoon 

area was designated as an area of interest for an upcoming project.  Would be in everyone’s best 

interest for Darren to discuss plans with the GEESE Committee. The committee meets the 1
st
 

Thursday of every month at the community center @ 6:30p.m. 

   

 Resolution 3-10-08B:  Motion by Beauregard, seconded by Blumer, voice vote, all aye, to approve the 

Palo Police Department Policies and Procedures subject to the following changes: officer live within 15 

minutes of Palo, taser requirements, disciplinary language, payment  for court time when off duty, conflict 

of interest language, job description kept separate, motion passed (4-0). 

 

 Motion by Beauregard to approve the Pigman Triathlons on June 1
st
 and August 17

th
, 2008, second by 

Mengler, voice vote, all aye, motion carried (4-0). 

 

 Paula discussed water issue at the Palo Ballpark. 

 Nitrate testing continues to exceed the safe level mandated by the DNR.   

 DNR states the water is not approved from human consumption. 

 Cut off water supply to concession stand & bring in own water for washing dishes. 

 Remove sinks from restrooms and install portable hand santizer. 

 Keep outside pump for watering field & place permanent signage that would state not for human 

consumption. 

 City to work with Cougars and current contract. 

 

 Motion by Mengler to approve Tif Funds in the amount of $11,936.30 for installation and cost of 

generator for the Yoder Lift Station, second by Blumer, voice vote, all aye, motion carried (4-0). 

 Community Center and Fire Department generator to be placed on April’s Agenda. 

 

 Motion by Mengler, seconded by Blumer to approve placing a yield sign on Chain Bridge Road, voice 

vote, all aye, motion carried (4-0). 

 

Department Reports: 
No building permits issued. 

Smetzer: There were 13 volunteers that helped fill sandbags at the Maintenance building on Sunday March 

9
th

, the next night for volunteers to help will be Tuesday March 11
th

 @ 4:00pm.  

For part of the Earth Week the GEESE Committee will be doing the planting for the sign project on April 26
th

 

(Rain Date May 17
th

) Any volunteers for this project would be appreciated, also part of Earth Week RUDD 

pick-up day for resident’s clean-up date scheduled for April 25
th

, 2008.  

Beauregard: Would like to incorporate cleaning up the debris in the creek for the Earth Week. 

Blumer: Stated she did not have an issue with the clerks attending conference/academy’s for continuing 

education courses that are attended annually in April, July, and October ~ council agreed not an issue, just 

post notice. 

 

Audience Comments: 

Dick Postma: Council member elected to represent the city-why is council chair always empty? 

City needs to make sure people shut-off cars while at gas stations fueling. 

Doug Hanover: Request stop sign at 3
rd

 St & Clinton. 

Ensure generator will run pump house too. 

 

Motion by Mengler to adjourn @ 9:10 p.m., seconded by Beauregard, all aye, motion carried (4-0). 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

 

Stacy Dix 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


