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The Palo City Council met in open session Monday May 10
th

, 2010 at the Temporary City Hall located at the 

FS Building. Mayor John Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following council present: Jeff 

Beauregard, Paula Gunter, Trent Miller and Tom Sanders. Absent: Scott Packingham.  Others present: City 

Attorney; Scott Peterson, Infrastructure Coordinator; Tom Watson, City Administrator/Clerk; Stacy Dix and 

City Maintenance Employee; Emily Packingham.    

Mayor Harris asked everyone to stand and say the pledge of allegiance.  

Motion by Gunter to approve the agenda with the removal of item #10 easement agreement, seconded by 

Beauregard, v.v, motion carried (4-0).  

Motion by Gunter to approve the consent agenda including the April 12, and April 26
th

 2010 Council minutes 

May 3
rd

, 2010 Special Council Meeting Minutes, bill approvals and budget review, seconded by Miller, v.v, 

motion carried, (4-0). Claims Report:  

Agvantage, FS, Inc.    April Rent    $         4,479.63 

Alliant  Energy    Gas & Electric    $         2,409.09 

Anderson-Bogert    General Engineering   $         9,511.82 

Burt Trucking                 Haul Lime to Ball Diamond  $            100.00  

City of Cedar Rapids    3/1/10-3/31/10 sewer                $       11,300.47   

CR/LC Solid Waste Agency                  Waste Disposal                          $              32.20 

Crawford Quarry Co.     Hollenbeck Rd Roadstone             $            743.30 

Culligan       Water     $              26.25 

Data Technologies, Inc   Onsite Day Updates/Training  $            573.79 

ECICOG     Comp Plan Phase 1 Study  $          1,050.00 

EFTPS      FED/FICA Tax    $          2,506.78 

Electric Pump                Omni Crystal B.F Lift Station  $          3,455.00 

Erek Sittig     Legal Fees     $             790.50 

ESCO Electric Company   Replace Ballpark Lamps  $             563.45   

Farm Plan     PW9271    $             628.43 

Holiday Inn             IMFOA Conference       $             174.72 

Iowa League of Cities    Small City Workshop   $             460.00 

Iowa Prison Industries   Street Signs    $             354.64 

Linn County Planning & Development New Dwellings   $             634.00 

Linn County Planning & Development Flood Inspections   $             424.90 

Linn County Public Health   Paint Chip Sample   $               10.00 

Linn County Rec             Street Lights    $             200.55 

Lois Ralston     Library Cards    $               25.00 

MD Concrete     HF64 Maint. Bldg   $          7,008.00 

Menards     Equipment    $             203.95 

Michelle Nejdl    Data Tech User Meeting Reimburs. $             163.50 

Office Express     Office Supplies   $             270.44 

Omni Site     1 Yr Service    $             140.30 

Palo Coop     Telephone Services   $             252.46 

Port “O” Jonny, Inc.    Ball Park PW6800   $             150.00 

Schimberg Co.    Park Tiling Supplies    $             134.13 

Scott C. Peterson    Legal Fees    $          5,872.50 

Service Master                           Tile Stiping & Waxing             $            697.50 

Sherwin Williams    Bleecher Paint               $            381.75 

Solum Lang Architects, LLC   Concession Stand PW8686  $       13,865.55 

Stacy Dix      Domain Name Renewal            $              30.34 

Tire Associates                Tube and Flat Tire                              $              41.70 

Titan Machinery    Mower blade Kit & Washer  $             63.54 
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Tom Watson     Grant Meeting Mileage Reimburs. $            142.77 

Trisca Smetzer    Postage & Ink Cartridge   $              60.11 

US Cellular     Cell Phone    $              93.19 

US Postal     Postage    $            202.80 

USA Bluebook    Sample Supply   $              28.96 

Visu-Sewer Inc    Sewer Lining PW8937  $      24, 175.00 

Watson Services    March Water Operations  $            112.24 

Wendling Quarries, Inc.   Ball Diamond Lime   $            501.43 

TOTAL          $      95,321.68 

 

Payroll: 

General         $ 10,914.87 

Road Use      $   2,502.15 

Property Acquisition $   1,938.23 

Sewer    $   2,460.08 

 

Audience Comments:  Bill Zeller questioned the golf cart listed on the agenda.  Mayor Harris stated it is on the 

agenda tonight for discussion it was put before the Council last year and 1
st
 reading of the Ordinance died for a 

lack of second.  Bill requested something be published about picking up after your dogs, and also questioned 

why not all the garages being taken down with the houses.  Watson stated some of the demo’s are being 

completed under separate funding and different criteria is involved.  

Julie Ludovissy stated if the city is looking into revisiting the golf ordinance to consider golf carts and atv’s if 

they have flags and lights.   

Linn County Sheriff’s report; 108 hours required and 143 hours were performed with 59 calls.  Question 

regarding the difference between theft and burglary.  Officer stated theft is when someone steals something and 

a burglary is a break in.   

Private Organization Report: 
Palo Chamber of Commerce report by Fay Dykema, stated they have received a $2500 grant from Rockwell 

Collins for native grasses to be planted in different areas in town.  The Chamber has been approached by several 

residents interested in moving the Palo sign from the old lagoon site to conceal the lift station project.  The 

Chamber received the grant through the Living Roadways Grant for a Palo sign.  Brian Beaty is drafting a 

design to be placed in front of the lift station.  Council would like to see the other sign stay at the old lagoon 

site, however would also be interested into looking into design and cost for a sign to be placed in front of the lift 

station.   

Department Reports: 

Sanders asked Emily if equipment was working.  Emily stated we have received the new pull behind for the 

mower and working well.  Watson stated the tree service has removed the trees and cut everything down to the 

ground.  Watson also stated the Linn County Health Department came out and reported no findings of rats in 

town.   

 

Motion by Miller to approve the contract with H. R Green for Engineering Services on the first phase of the 

Disaster Relief Grant for water source and distribution, seconded by Gunter, v.v, motion carried (4-0). 

 

Motion by Gunter to place Ordinance #566-2010 Amending provisions pertaining to Animal Protection and 

Control, Chapter 55 of the Palo Code of Ordinance on its second reading, seconded by Sanders, roll call, motion 

carried (4-0).  

 

Motion by Gunter to open public hearing regarding Ordinance #567-2010 Amending the Code of Ordinances of 

the City of Palo, Iowa, 2010, by Adding provisions pertaining to Dirt Removal, Fill, Grading and Excavation at 

7:10pm, seconded by Miller, v.v, motion carried (4-0). Mayor Harris stated this ordiance would memorialize the 
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process we have in place currently that was established in April 2008.  Faye Dykema questioned if this would 

be required if you wanted to throw a bag of dirt to fill a hole.  Julie Ludavissy questioned if you could define the 

amount of dirt and define inspection.  

Motion by Gunter to close the public hearing at 7:15pm, seconded by Sanders, v.v, motion carried (4-0). 

Sanders stated we should have an amount of filldirt to put in yard would recommend 1 yd or ½ yd.  Watson 

stated the process in place has been working well if you allow 1 yrd next week it could be another yard and so 

on. Watson stated some lots in town have large drainage easements.  Motion by Gunter to place ordinance 

#567-2010 on its first reading, seconded by Beauregard, roll call, Sanders nay, motion carried (3-1). 

 

Scott Peterson discussed the importance of having the staggered terms and the advantage of having the terms 

expire earlier in the year. Resolution #5-10-10A to approve the terms for the Planning & Zoning members as 

follows; Dan Oliphant expire June 30
th

, 2011, Brian Beaty expire June 30
th

 2012, Chad Packingham expire June 

30
th

, 2013, Alan Mengler expire June 30
th

, 2014, Orlie Workman expire June 30
th

, 2015. Motion by Gunter, 

seconded by Miller, roll call, motion carried (4-0).  

 

Resolution #5-10-10B to approve the terms of membership for the Board of Adjustement to be as follows; Chris 

Salee expire Sept. 30
th

, 2010, John Bloodgood expire Sept. 30
th

, 2011, Micah Mogle expire Sept. 30
th

, 2012, 

Dick Postma expire Sept. 30
th

, 2013, Kevin Matt expire Sept. 30
th

, 2014. Motion by Gunter, seconded by 

Beauregard, roll call, motion carried (4-0).  

 

Discussion regarding allowing golf carts and atvs. Scott Peterson stated the Ordinance in the packet was the 

latest draft that was presented to Council last year for consideration, a motion was made and died for a lack of 

second.  Beauregard stated the Palo Fire Department along with surrounding departments recommended not to 

allow gold carts and atvs due to health and safety issues. Miller stated he would be willing to entertain the idea 

at the next Council meeting. Gunter along with the rest of the Council would not like to see this on the next 

agenda.   Request to see Linn County enforce the state law as it stands currently. 

 

Resolution #5-10-10C to appoint Josh Frank to the Board of Appeals until December 31
st
, 2013, motion by 

Miller, seconded by Sanders, roll call, motion carried (4-0). 

 

Discussion on truck purchase.  Kevin Matt had found a couple trucks that are for sale around this area to submit 

to the council for consideration. Gunter questioned the purpose for the truck. Watson stated the long term goal 

was to purchase a dump truck later this year and purchase a small truck to help with transporting lawn mowers, 

material, pumps etc.  Sanders stated he will continue looking for a small truck that will fit the description of use.  

 

Discussion on sale of 48 Lincoln Drive, Scott Peterson stated the buyer will receive a warranty deed instead of a 

quick claim deed that was originally discussed.   

 

Old Business 

Further discussion with the sale of 48 Lincoln Drive.  Sanders would like to discuss the proposed rules for the 

real estate auction. Gunter stated Council asked for changes to be made and any concerns that the council had 

needed to contact staff prior to this council meeting. Scott Peterson stated that if someone bids on the property it 

has to come back to council for final approval.  Sanders stated he is concerned with the terms of the sale 

specifically that a buyer must apply for building permit at time of closing and comply with building permit, and 

lot may be used only for single family dwelling and may not be used as a bare lot.  Gunter stated the city is 

promoting tax base due to the loss of homes in the community.  This is specifically to 48 Lincoln Drive, each 

individual property will be handled on a case by case basis.  Miller stated this is due to each lot size and zoning.  

Discussion on the amount of minimum bid, Council would like to see the minimum bid set at $5000.00.  

Smetzer stated the reconstruction permits that were renewed last year will expire on July 1
st
, 2010 the city will 

be sending out letters in the next few weeks to encourage home owners and businesses to schedule an inspection 
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prior to that date.  If you still have work to perform after July 1
st
 you can apply for a permit for the remaining 

work through Linn County Planning & Development and will be based on valuation of work yet to be 

completed.   Miller questioned the concrete pad in the Cedar River Estates Park when that would be replaced.  

Stated next week weather permitting.  Miller also questioned the tree removal and if they were going to take 

care of the burn pile. Watson stated did a walk through the other day  

New Business 

Beauregard stated he liked the new arrows at the Mini Mart, questioned about blocking the welcome to Palo 

sign or in ROW.  Also stated the exit signs at the ball diamond parking lot are not working questioned when the 

lines will be painted. Watson stated this will be going out to bid soon. Beauregard also questioned the 

Shellsburg water source, read the report that the well the city has at the fire station and the Shellsburg well are 

not compatible Palo well is high in ammonia.  Miller stated the cable on the flag pole at the fire station broke 

needs to be replaced.  Gunter stated as well as the flag pole at the ball diamond, also fence on Lincoln drive is 

down where the house was demolished need to put back up.  Miller questioned when the holes from the demo’s 

were to be filled. Stated first part of next week.  Sanders stated the election is 1
st
 Tuesday of June would like to 

see gravel added at the fire station/ maintenance building prior to that date.  Gunter questioned the rock that was 

placed at the old lagoon site for the farmers market.  Watson stated the rock was placed there and will 

eventually be a parking lot, however the farmers market location was changed at the last minute to the Cedar 

River Garden Center.  

Watson would request that 4 Lincoln Drive should be auctioned off the same day as 48 Lincoln Drive.  Staff 

will add to the next Council Agenda.   

 

Mayor Harris invited everyone to attend the groundbreaking ceremony for the new Community Center and City 

hall facility on Wednesday May 19
th

, 2010 at 1:00pm at the new site location of 5000 Hollenbeck Road.   

     

 

Motion by Gunter to adjourn at 8:18pm, seconded by Beauregard, motion carried (4-0). 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Trisca Smetzer, City Clerk 
 


