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The Palo City Council met in open session Monday February 8
th

, 2010 at the Temporary City 

Hall located at the FS Building. Mayor John Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with 

the following council present: Jeff Beauregard, Paula Gunter, Trent Miller, Scott Packingham 

and Tom Sanders. Others present: City Attorney; Scott Peterson, Infrastructure Commander; 

Tom Watson, City Administrator/Clerk; Stacy Dix and City Maintenance Employee’s, Tony Hite 

and Emily Packingham.   

Mayor Harris asked everyone to stand and say the pledge of allegiance.  

Mayor Harris sated item #5 Chad Sands from ECICOG update may not be able to be here due to 

the weather conditions, motion by Beauregard to approve the agenda, seconded by Gunter, 

motion carried (5-0).  

Mayor Harris asked if there were questions for the consent agenda. Sanders stated he would like 

the billing removed from the consent agenda to vote on it separately.  Motion by Beauregard to 

approve the minutes from January 25
th

, 2010 meeting, seconded by Miller, v.v, motion carried 

(5-0). Sanders had several questions regarding the bills. It was stated by Council and Staff that 

the bills are paid through funds each bill shows what fund(s) the money is being expended from.  

Sanders also questioned why the City is paying for bills that were received today.  No issue with 

the services however thinks it is a bad policy to pay the day received. Motion by Gunter to 

approve the bills and budget review, seconded by Beauregard motion carried (5-0). Claims 

Report:  

Aflac     Aflac Pre-tax    $        136.56 

Agvantage, FS, Inc.   Gas & Rent    $     3,599.66 

Alan Mengler    Roaster Comm. Center  $ 85.49 

Alliant Energy    Parks     $          18.35 

Anderson-Bogert   Sanitary Sewer Project  $   12,177.78 

Barb Packingham   P&Z wages July09-Dec.09  $        120.00 

Brian Beaty    P&Z wages July09-Dec.09  $        120.00 

Culligan    Water     $          11.50 

Custom Hose & Supplies  Hose/parts for Vac. Pump HF64 $     1,016.55 

Dan Oliphant    P&Z wages July09-Dec.09  $        160.00 

Doug Hanover    P&Z wages July09-Dec.09  $        180.00 

East Central Iowa Acute Care  Maint. Bldg HF 64   $  22, 662.00 

EFTPS     FED/FICA Tax   $     2,307.73 

Electronic Engineering   Rescue Boat Misc. Radio items $     1,106.20 

Farm Plan    Heater     $          29.95 

Fast Teks    Computer Tech   $        117.70 

Future Line Truck Equipment  Maintenance Snow Plow  $        442. 37 

Geleton Safety Products  Line gloves    $          42.10 

Gazette Communications, Inc.   Legal Publication   $        142.87 

I Wireless    Tony phone contract   $          65.29 

Imagetek Inc.     Radix Coop    $        300.00 

Iowa Codification Inc.   Iowa Codification (ord. 559-562) $      1,250.00 

Iowa Department of Revenue  State Taxes    $         840.00 

Iowa One Call    Locates    $           23.40 

Ipers     Ipers     $      2,119.60 

Jane A Yock    Library Card Reimbursement  $           25.00 
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Keystone Laboratories  Testing    $           10.50 

Koch Brothers    Copier Maintenance Contract  $        613.05 

Linn County Planning & Dev. Flood Inspections   $        106.23 

Linn County Rec.   Street Lights    $        200. 38 

Menards     Indoor/Outdoor Therm  $          34.28 

Mercy care Community Physicians Re-Employ Physical    $        164.00 

Michelle Nejdl   Prop Acquisitions certified letters $          25.46 

Office Express    Paper, Magnets, Tape   $          89.78 

Palo Coop.     Telephone Services   $        314.25 

Rudd Sanitation Inc.   Solid Waste Acct#2945  $     3,167.25 

Scott C. Peterson   Legal Services    $     2,279.00 

Secretary of State   Clerk Notary renewal   $          30.00 

Solbergs    Nameplates Pfab/Nejdl  $          20.36 

Solum Lang Architects, LLC   PW8686 Concession Stand  $   83,449.10 

Tony Hite    Postage SW testing   $             4.90 

Treasurer, IA State University Fire Service Training- J. Frank $           50.00 

Truenorth Companies, LC  Life  Insurance   $           40.00 

US Cellular    Maintenance Cell Phone  $           92.93 

US Postal    Postage    $         159.08 

Vicky Clymer    P&Z wages July09-Dec.09  $         160.00 

Watson Services   December Water operations  $      1,719.48 

Wellmark BC/BS   Health Insurance   $      1,176.94 

Wendling Quarries, Inc.  Sand for Streets   $          284.43 

Wright Express   Fuel     $          302.04 

Total          $   143,475.03 

Payroll:     General Fund  $    8472.82 

   Road Use  $    3876.51 

   Property Acquisitions $    1321.63 

   Sewer   $    2194.02 

   Total   $ 15,865.58 

Audience Comment: Tim Carson questioned the dirt being moved to the property south of town, 

if it is in City limits and if owner has a permit to fill. Stated the property is owned by Tom 

Watson and there is an active fill & dirt permit.  Council will review approval policy at next 

Council meeting.  

Brent Yount stated the compaction has failed on Vinton Street where the culvert was put in under 

the road.  City Staff will look into the project. 

Linn County Sheriff’s report was given there were 108.33 hours required and 145.68 actually 

worked.  Sheriff Deputy stated the report does not include January 5
th

 through January 25
th

 due 

to moving offices.  Sanders questioned an incident at Dry Creek Ct.  Officer will look into.    

Discussion regarding Ordinance #563-2010  Chapter 155 Adding Provisions pertaining to 

Building Minimum Elevation Building Code. Packingham stated you can not raise your 

elevation more than 3 feet above the 500 year flood plain.  City Attorney Scott Peterson 

responded stating this is in legislature as only a proposal at this time. Mayor Harris would like 

Staff to bring back the 500 year flood plain level.  After further discussion Gunter made motion 

to place Ordinance #563-2010 on its second reading, seconded by Beauregard, roll call, Sanders 

nay, Packingham nay, motion carried (3-2).  
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Motion by Gunter to go into a Public Hearing regarding Ordinance #564-2010 Amending and 

adding provisions pertaining to City Personnel at 7:00pm, seconded by Miller, motion carried (5-

0). Scott Peterson stated this is adding the Mayor, two Council members appointed by the Mayor 

and the City Administrator as the hiring committee, the hiring of permanent full-time employees 

shall be approved by the Council.  Also adding the City Administrator the authority to hire 

seasonal or part-time employees and to supervise all employees of the City.  This has been the 

policy of the City currently.  Brent Yount questioned why the City does not have and HR person.  

Scott Peterson stated with the size of this community it is normally done by the City 

Administrator.  City Employees are certified and have taken classes pertataining to HR protocol.  

Motion by Gunter to close the Public Hearing at 7:07pm, seconded by Beauregard, motion 

carried (5-0).  Sanders stated he would like to see the entire Council involved in the hiring 

process.  Mayor Harris responded that this would be subject to the open meetings laws and any 

resumes or interviews would be conducted in front of the public.  Miller stated every Council 

member can still participate by reviewing the resumes or any other documentation that has been 

submitted along with the interview written responses, this has been the Cities policy all along.  

Sanders questioned why this needs to be an Ordinance and not just policy.  Gunter, Miller and 

Smetzer stated Sanders requested this be a written policy at the meeting in December. Motion by 

Gunter to place Ordinance #564-2010 on its first reading, seconded by Beauregard, roll call, 

Sanders nay, motion carried (4-1).  

 Chamber of Commerce report by Faye Dykema; Business group will meet again in april.  Palo 

Community Group will meet again February 15
th

 at the Eastern Iowa Arts Academy Building 

everyone is welcome.  The Chamber is working with the SWMC on planting native grasses in 

the drainage way this is through the Green Community Rockwell Grant. Also have applied 

through the Iowa Power Fund for wind break material to be placed along draninge ditch.  Will be 

meeting with the SWMC and the Park & Rec. Board on Wednesday this week to discuss all 

upcoming projects.   

Motion by Miller to approve Watson Services bid of $4108.00 for the Sanitary Sewer 

Improvement Phase III Trenchless repairs, seconded by Gunter, v.v., motion carried (5-0). 

Motion by Beauregard to approve Visu Sewer bid of $24, 475.00 for the Sanitary Sewer 

Improvement Phase III lining, seconded by Packingham, v.v, motion carried (5-0).    

Resolution# 2-8-10A to approve the Contract change order policy for the Mayor and City 

Engineer jointly to approve a change order up to $10,000.00 or 2%, motion by Beauregard, 

seconded by Gunter, roll call,  motion carried (5-0). 

Discussion regarding the septic system at the FS Agvantage building.  The owner would like to 

hook into the City sewer system.  Anderson-Bogert is working on the final plan to go out for bid 

to bring a 6” line within 200 feet of the building.  Council would like to proceed and bring bids 

back for approval.  

Resolution #2-8-10B Motion by Gunter to rescind resolution1-25-10D for the HMGP Hazard 

Mitigation Grant Program Local Match of $52,000.00, seconded by Beauregard, roll call, motion 

carried (5-0). 

Resolution #2-8-10C motion by Gunter to rescind resolution #1-25-10E  for the HMGP Hazard 

Mitigation Grant Program Local Match of $52,000.00, seconded by Miller, roll call, motion 

carried (5-0).  

Resolution #2-8-10D to approve the 15% local match for the HMGP Hazard Mitigation grant 

program of $51,790.00 for the Community Center Safe Room, motion by Beauregard, seconded 

by Packingham, roll call, motion carried (5-0). 
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Resolution #2-8-10E to approve the I Jobs program grant award agreement and authorizing the 

Mayor and the City Clerk to execute the agreeement, motion by Beauregard, seconded by 

Sanders, roll call, motion carried (5-0). 

Discussion regarding the purchase of a Maintenance vehicle for the City. Mayor Harris read the 

Staff report stating the reasons for possibly purchasing a second vehicle, the City currently has 

two full-time maintenance employees and one 2 ton truck for their use.  Sanders volunteered to 

look into a 4 wheel drive truck at or around $6000.00 in price.   

After much discussion regarding the SWMC (Storm Water Management Committee) which has 

been active since 2005and has been instramental in establishing drainage protection projects and 

grant funding for the City. Item will be tabled until next meeting.  

Resolution#2-8-10F to approve the property lien, motion by Gunter, seconded by Packingham, 

roll call, motion carried (5-0).  

Department Reports: 

Emily Packingham submitted the daily log reports and asked if there were any questions.  

Sanders questioned the work that Emily had done for Zinser.  Emily stated that she was hired by 

the City to be the City representative for the Demo’s that were performed last year, Zinser had 

some questions regarding some of the tickets that they could not locate and the City has copies 

of.  

Old Business 

Gunter discussed the upcoming franchise agreements.  City Attorney and Staff are currently 

reviewing them and will schedule a workshop in the next few weeks for Council to review all 

agreements.   

Watson discussed the funds from the HF 64 grant.  The City Engineer will be going out for bid 

for the culvert to be placed under the Railroad tracks on Yates road.  There is approximately 

$107,000 remaining for these projects that need to have final completion by June 30
th

, 2010.  The 

City will also be doing some culvert and ditch cleaning projects through town.  

Beauregard questioned the status of the sump pump inspections.  There was a large group of us 

that performed inspections in September 2009.  The remaining inspections were to be performed 

by the Maintenance staff.  Scott Packingham stated the inspections should be performed during 

better weather conditions.  Beauregard reiterated the purpose of these inspections is to keep the 

sewer costs down by eliminating the infiltration issues we have in the homes by too much water 

being dumped into the drains.  People need to know this is a big problem.  Mayor Harris 

requested this be posted in the News letter next month.   

Miller questioned if the City received a reply form Delaney Concrete?  Watson replied no. 

Sanders questioned the status on the police car? Smetzer stated staff had contacted the County 

Attorney’s office regarding the police equipment.  All equipment should be removed if selling to 

a private individual.  City Attorney will review the requirements.   

Packingham questioned the contract for the Blairs ferry road lift station project and why this 

project is not completed.  Watson stated this project was started and progress was made it was 

halted temporarily due to weather conditions.  

New Business 

Mayor Harris discussed the LMI funds that need to be expended for low to moderate income 

qualified projects.  Would like to form a committee to look at regulations and requirements for a 

possible senior housing 4 plex facility and if there is a need.  Packingham questioned the status 

of the current housing facility. City has not received any information directly from the existing 
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private senior housing board regarding the status on the previous facility that has not been 

reopened since the flood of 2008.    

 

Motion by Gunter to adjourn at 8:32 pm, seconded by Packingham, motion carried (5-0). 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Trisca Smetzer, City Clerk 
 


