
 

Minutes 

Palo City Council Meeting 

January 14, 2008 

6:30 PM 

Palo City Hall 

 

Council Present: Paula Gunter, Alan Mengler, Jeannie Blumer, Jeff Beauregard 

Council Absent:  Jeremy Crawford 

Others Present:  City Attorney: Scott Peterson, Clerk: Trisca Smetzer, City Maintenance: Tony Hite, Planning  & Zoning: 

Doug Hanover, Sheriff Zeller 

 

Mayor Terry Sanders opened the council meeting @ 6:30 p.m. 

 Motion by Mengler to approve agenda with amendment of adding Linn County Officer to give their monthly service 

report, second by Gunter, voice vote, all aye, motion carried (3-0). 

 Motion by Mengler to approve minutes, seconded by Beauregard, voice vote, all aye, motion carried (3-0) 

 Motion by Mengler to approve bills for payment, seconded by Beauregard, voice vote, all aye, motion carried (3-0). 

 

Alliant Energy                       Gas & Electric                                4842.59 

Palo Coop.     Telephone Service         295.80  

US Postal               Postage            98.54 

Ipers                .   Ipers         1295.86 

Palo Savings Bank               Fed/Fica Taxes                   2643.03 

Palo Savings Bank  Lockbox            50.00 

Iowa Dept. of Revenue         State Taxes          428.00 

Iowa Dept. of Revenue Sales Taxes          205.00   

Rudd Sanitation           Solid Waste Disposal                     3293.25  

Linn County REC           Street Lights                    145.35       

Keystone Laboratories          Testing                 209.50  

Menards             Comm. Ctr.supplies                                 100.80 

Don’s Lock & Key  Locks & keys              6.00 

Scott Peterson   Legal Fees        4424.00 

IMWCA                        Workers Comp                                753.00 

True North Co.  Life Insurance            32.00 

Iowa Workforce Develop. Unemployment         236.66 

Data Technologies  IRS forms            47.50 

Office Elements  Copier Images          283.98 

IMFOA   Membership fee           30.00 

West Side Agency Inc  Bond Policy          180.00 

Watson Service  Salt & Sand        2238.25 

Rick’s General Service Reverse Osmosis Service         268.20  

Anderson-Bogert  City Engineering       1698.00 

UPS    Shipping            44.50 

Hart-Frederick Consultants SRF Engineering       6141.54 

Iowa Rural Water Ass. Membership Dues         175.00 

Wellmark BC/BS  Health Ins.        3750.06 

S & S Property Services Comm.Ctr. Supplies           74.79 

Welters    Chairs for CC                     780.00 

Future Line Truck Equip Repair for Sander         318.18 

Ralston Construction  Culvert/ditch repair & sand      1630.00 

Farm Plan   CC Supplies            47.38 

Wright Express  Fuel for Fire Dept.                      71.79 

MSA Professional Services Sewer Testing                   1000.00 

Palo Mini Mart  Fuel           610.40 

Rexco Equipment Inc.  Mower & Tractor     65,821.00 

Iowa Codification  Codification of Ordiance      5,500.00 

Brown Concrete  Service Call for pump          107.00 



Dick Minor   P&Z meeting fee           20.00 

Vicky Clymer    P&Z meeting fee                      20.00 

Barb Packingham  P&Z meeting fee           20.00 

Doug Hanover      P&Z meeting fee                      20.00 

Mary Obrembt   Library card            25.00 

Trent Miller    Meal Reimbursement F.D            8.69  

Lloyd Elmore   Meal Reimbursement F.D            8.69 

 
Payroll: 

General  6,474.94    Road Use 2,311.55 

Sewer    1,231.22 

 

Disbursements by Fund:    Revenue by Fund: 
General  27,034.52   General       11,149.99 

Road Use      9,609.06   Road Use            4,463.03 

Employee Benefits   3,385.78   Empl.Benefits         1,077.33 

TIF                           0                         L.O.S.T.               35,570.59   

Sewer Project               6,141.54   TIF                          2,481.01 

Sewer      8,124.14   Sewer Project      357,393.47 

L.O.S.T.                      65,821.00   Sewer        11,759.22 

 

 

 Blumer entered council meeting @ 6.34 p.m. 

 Linn County Sheriff’s Office Call for Service Log submitted from 12/12/07 through 01/14/08.  December hours were 

71.6. 

 Motion by Mengler to approve budget, seconded by Beauregard, voice vote, all aye, motion carried (4-0). 

 Resolution #1/14/08A:  Approve Agreement to transfer jurisdiction of Roads:  

the north ½ of Yates Road east of Covington Road to Linn Drive  

Linn Drive north of Yates Road to the Palo City Limits 

Motion by Beauregard, seconded by Mengler, voice vote, all aye, motion carried (4-0) 

          

 Resolution #1/14/08B:  Approve transfer of funds from the Local Option Sales Tax Money Market Account in the 

amount of $65,821.00 to the General Fund Checking Account for purchase of new mower and tractor, motion by 

Beauregard, seconded by Mengler, voice vote, all aye, motion carried (4-0). 

 Resolution #1/14/08C:  Motion by Blumer not to accept Shelby Lane –Cedar Edge Part II, with the information 

received. Once the city receives the previously requested documentation from Mr. Kwapil which was - certification 

from the design engineer that all work was constructed in accordance with city standards and the project will pass the 

100-year storm without damage to public or private property then the council will reconsider the acceptance of 

Shelby Lane, seconded by Beauregard, voice vote, all aye, motion carried (4-0). 

 Discussion on Daren Adams plan for Veterans fishing pier. City needs more detailed information regarding the plans 

and would need to get approval through DNR prior to councils further consideration. 

 Resolution #01/14/08D:  Set Public Hearing on February 11
th

, 2008 @ 6:30 p.m., Palo City Hall for consideration of 

the adoption of the Code of Ordinance of the City of Palo, Iowa, 2008 motion by Mengler, Seconded by Gunter, 

voice vote, all aye, motion carried (4-0). 

 Mayor Sanders: Read Police Chief Russ Swains letter of resignation/retirement, motion by Mengler to approve, 

seconded by Gunter, voice vote, all aye, motion carried (4-0).  Mayor Sanders stated on behalf of the city that Russ 

was here a long time and did a lot of good in town, made a lot of friends. Thanked for good he had done in town. 

 Resolution #1/14/08E:  Approve Linn County Sheriff’s Office Interim Contract for Law Enforcement Services, 

motion by Beauregard, seconded by Gunter, voice vote, all aye, motion carried (4-0). 

 Discussion on Palo Police Department/Future:  Hiring Police Chief/Officers “Vs” contracting through Linn 

County Sheriff’s Office.  Mayor and Council to gather information and explore both options & will have a special 

meeting. 

 Questions asked of Sheriff Zeller included: Hourly rate, hours per month, emergency/medical knowledge, evidence 

currently being held, do municipal infractions? 

 Rate is $23.00/hour – may go to $24.00 July 1
st
. 

 Contracted for 25/hours a week – if they go over the 25 hours they do not charge.  Hours are random – should 

the town have a function that they required police protection they would adjust schedule accordingly. 

 All officers have 1
st
 aid training & has a paramedic unit that responses to all emergencies in county. 

 Sheriff’s Department along with City Officials can meet @ police garage to take inventory. 

 Will do ordinances if we want them to. Problem with that though is if you have us writing city ordinance like 

speeding tickets and things like that then you are going to be paying the city attorney to go to court because if 

they challenge those citations then somebody has to go to court to represent the city. 

 Clerk Smetzer questioned not only traffic violations but issues such as civil issues – dogs complaints, junk 

vehicles, etc.  



  Sheriff Zeller stated they have the same authority to that. 

 

 Department Reports: 
 Fire Department Report Read: ATTACHED 

 Building Inspectors Report Read:  ATTACHED 

 Mengler:  Awaiting bid from Hawkeye Electric for generators. 3 Phase for Lift Station, single Phase for Community 

Center, Fire Department Pump House and Fire Department. Looking for council recommendation for long term 

planning in budget. Major issues with two separate utilities serving Palo, as when Pleasant Creek Lift Station which 

is on REC loses electricity, half the residents that are on that lift station are Alliant customers; which obviously leads 

to potential problems. Mengler to meet with Dan Oliphant to see if he can get generators at a reasonable rate.  

 Audience Comments: 

 Sandy Woods:  Tony is doing a good job with the roads. Questioned why there were two different colored pipes for 

hooking sewer on to Cedar Rapids. 

 Blue is the gravity pipe and black is the force main pipe for the sewer (the blue pipe is not for hooking onto 

water). 

 Dan Oliphant:  Stated the city truck needs new front tires for snow and ice traction. 

 Mengler to check with Jerry Gibney on price-Tony to get some prices from Dan.  

 Dan would like authorization to volunteer his time for assisting Tony to fix the sander once the part comes in. 

 Attorney Peterson stated fine to volunteer – just need to advise Mayor or City Clerk in advance. 

 Lynn Hudson:  Questioned police budget-stated could save a pile of money with the county. Don’t see Sheriff’s 

Department too much on the news as far as having issues with personal problems “Vs” it seems like lately on the 

news all it is chief of police getting fired, or resigning, or who knows what all the issues are here. Don’t think would 

have those issues with Sheriff’s Department. They take care of their own & would not be burdened with a lot of the 

problems down the road. 

 Fiscal year 2007-2008 budget $96,210- actual dollars spent to date $39,410.96. 

 Mayor Sanders stated have a lot of work to do tying to figure out which way to go. Hopefully come to a 

conclusion that is not only best for the city but cost effective for the city also. 

 Trent Miller: Questioned what the standards are now for announcing council meetings especially with special 

meetings coming up. 

 All agenda’s are posted at the Palo Community Center, Palo Savings Bank and Palo Post Office. With the city 

web site now up-they will all also be posted on it. 

 Dick Postma:  Questioned if agenda and minutes will be put on the city web page. 

 As of this month all council meeting agenda’s and minutes will be put on the web page 

www.paloia.govoffice2.com 

 Dan Oliphant:  Questioned if Hart-Frederick was present –wondering about trees that are in line with sewer 

project, project time line for Taylor Construction excavation/completion date.  Linn Drive needs road close sign 

placed accordingly. 

 Jeff Beauregard will contact Hart-Frederick with these questions 

 Doug Hanover:  Status of garage foundation that had been voted to deny. 

 Resident had been sent a letter to remove the foundation-city is following up on. 

 Dan Lucore:  Questioned if the Code will be available for review. Interested in breakdown of police budget. 

 Proposed new Palo Code of Ordinances-can come to City Hall to read and upon approval of the Code of 

Ordinance the complete code will be put on the City web site. 

 Mengler:  Brought the Gazette article of January 10
th

, 2008 to attention with regards to the state implementing stricter 

discharge standards for sewer plants as part of an effort to comply with the Federal Clean Water Act. Many small 

Iowa towns use aerated lagoon system, which the DNR says in the article will be rendered virtually obsolete by the 

new standards. The DNR estimates that more than 330 wastewater treatment facilities – 210 operated by cities and 

towns-will be required to meet the stricter discharge standards at a cost ranging from $790 million to $956 million. 

Mengler just wanted to bring this to attention that the DNR has now made comments on the stricter standards, which 

is why Palo needed to move towards a mechanical plant or hooking onto Cedar Rapids-long term cost comparison 

favored hooking onto CR. 

 

Motion by Blumer, seconded by Gunter to adjourn at 7:45 p.m., motion carried. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

 

Stacy Dix 
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