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The Palo City Council met in open session Monday June 28
th

, 2010 at the Temporary City Hall located at 

the FS Building. Mayor John Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following council 

present: Paula Gunter, Trent Miller, Scott Packingham and Tom Sanders. Absent: Jeff Beauregard. Others 

present: City Attorney; Scott Peterson, City Engineer; Matt Shock, Infrastructure Commander; Tom 

Watson, City Administrator/Clerk; Stacy Dix and City Maintenance Employee; Emily Packingham.    

Mayor Harris asked everyone to stand and say the pledge of allegiance.  

Motion by Miller to approve the agenda with the removal of item number 7 Hart-Frederick and move item 

number 11Water Drainage to number 4, seconded by Packingham, v.v, motion carried (4-0).  

Motion by Gunter to approve the June 14
th

, 2010 Council meeting minutes, seconded by Sanders, v.v, 

motion carried, (4-0).  

Audience Comments: Brian Shakespeare questioned if they could get a dead end sign at the end of 

Church and Third Street. Also questioned the part-time employment concerned with the amount of 

employees and quality of work.  Stated when Doug Hanover was working things were getting done.  

Sandy Woods stated why not hire Doug back and why city has hired so many part-time employees. Asked 

to have the Sheriff department enforce the 5 ton weight limit on the bridge.  Also questioned why the City 

is not participating in the L.O.S.T program that Cedar Rapids is giving flood victims up to $10,000 for 

property loss.  Sandy stated would like to see the property the city owns mowed and the junk cleaned up 

down by the fire station.  

Brent Yount stated the pallet racking that has been sitting outside the fire station should be installed 

before it rusts. 

Mr. Bemer stated there is a lot of foot traffic in his garden behind the new ball diamond.  Packingham 

stated the tree has been removed however the fence has not been installed yet.  Watson stated the fence 

should be installed next week. Bemer stated the trail is acting like a dam and causing water problem on 

his property and flooding the garden.  Watson discussed the retention basin projects in the park area that 

was designed by John Gallegher and funded through a grant. City will look into the drainage issues by the 

trail and in the park area.   

Budget Amendment: Motion by Gunter to open the public hearing at 7:12pm, seconded by Miller, v.v., 

motion carried (4-0).  With no comments motion by Gunter to close the public hearing at 7:14pm, 

seconded by Sanders, v.v., motion carried (4-0). Motion by to approve Resolution 6-28-10A budget 

amendment for FY 2009-10, seconded by Miller, roll call, motion carried (4-0).   

Water drainage discussion.  Packingham questioned if Council could take a vote to remove the plywood 

on Vinton Street and see if it still floods his property.  Harris recommended the action that the Storm 

Water Management Committee, City Engineers, Iowa Flood Center and NRCS be heavily considered on 

past and future projects.  Gunter questioned if there were previous water problems on Packinghams 

property in 2003-04.  Packingham stated they had issues with water when the culvert was restricted on the 

south side of the railroad tracks, also stated neighbors have reported an increase in the amount of water in 

the last few years.  Harris questioned if pulling the plywood would cause problems for other individuals.  

Matt Shock described the water runoff during the two rain events on Tuesday June 15
th

 and Friday June 

18
th; 

stated both hit the town of Palo fairly hard.  In both rain events Vinton Street ditch was full to the top 

and 1/3 was closed off by the plywood which helped divert some of the water under the culvert that was 

installed under Vinton Street and stored into the retention basin which then flows down Covington Road 

ditch.  Both events should have caused water issues but that was not the case. Harris stated there is a 

petition that was submitted to the Council from several residents asking not to remove the plywood to 

help restrict the flow of water to allow more to flow into the retention basin on the south side of Vinton 

Street. The residents are concerned about water flooding their properties. The SWMC has been very 

active for the past 4-5 years in working with professionals on drainage designs.  Miller stated he looked at 

Packingham’s property on Saturday June 19
th

 and sat through the SWMC meeting would like to see this 

expedited however if you remove the plywood and do not have sandbags at the end of Vinton Street ditch 
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could flood several people.  After further discussion motion by Sanders to add this item for discussion and 

possible action on the next agenda, seconded by Packingham, motion carried (4-0). 
 

Sewer Disconnections for HMGP Property Acquisitions. Council stated there were two bids from 

Watson Services and Venega Excavating.  Watson stated his process would be a trenchless point repair 

from manhole to manhole with a 10” tinsel strength which is a bladder system so the sewer still flows 

through.  Venega stated his method is open cut system capping the sewer at the main same process they 

have been doing for over 25 years.  Watson stated his bid also includes jetting and photograph.  Gunter 

stated we are required to look at lowest responsive and responsible bidder. Gunter motion to approve 

Resolution # 6-28-10B to accept the lowest bid for Venega Excavating in the amount of $14,300, 

seconded by Packingham, roll call, motion carried (4-0).  

Gardens on Property Acquisition lots. Marilyn Barta requested placing a garden on 602 Iowa Ave due 

to flooding on her property. Motion by Gunter to allow Marilyn to use the lot as a pilot program, the Park 

& Recreation Department is looking into a garden plot program, seconded by Sanders, v.v., motion 

carried (4-0).  

Comprehensive Plan Phase I. Dan Oliphant and Brian Beaty were present from the P&Z Commission 

and stated they are recommending approval of phase I, also stated they will be meeting with the Linn 

County Planning & Zoning Commission July 19
th

 to discuss in further detail the land use map.  Motion by 

Miller to approve Resolution #6-28-10C adopting the Comprehensive Plan Phase I, seconded by Gunter, 

roll Call, Sander nay, motion carried (3-1).  

Ordinance #568-2010 Amending provisions pertaining to Planning & Zoning Commission. Motion 

by Gunter to place Ordinance #568-2010 amending provision pertaining to the Planning & Zoning 

Commission on its first reading, seconded by Miller, roll call, motion carried (4-0).  

Culvert Replacement.  Discussion regarding the need to replace several culverts throughout the town to 

increase the size for drainage.  Watson stated were looking at around 50 culverts to replace with a larger 

one.  Council is going to look into current policy and potential cost share.   

Department Reports: 

Watson gave an update on the lift station by stating all three drives are up and running, at this point we are 

keeping the used one that was utilized when the other three were being rebuilt as a backup.  Most of the 

parts were still under warranty and what was not will be covered under insurance.  

Audience Comments 

Faye Dykema thanked the Council members and staff that took the care and interest to come out and help 

during the storm.  

Doug Hanover talked about the water backing up on his property recently. Concerned about the Third 

Street development where there used to be a swale and a hickenbottom installed after construction and it 

is no longer functioning.   

Brian Beaty stated after helping clean out the culverts during the rain storm there are falling down trees 

and grass clippings in the culvert that goes under Covington Road on the South side that abuts the farm 

field that should be addressed.   

Old Business 

Gunter stated there was a little mix up with the one way street signs and one side of the street parking. 

Packingham  questioned the status on the culvert hanging out by the walking bridge. Watson stated the 

culvert is working there will be dirt placed around it. 

Harris requested if the compost pile is going to be closed due to wet conditions place signs up down there. 

Miller questioned the truck purchase status, would like to see the pallet racks installed that are outside the 

Maintenance building, also request to have the maintenance reports submitted again for Council meetings.  

Sanders questioned when 705 First Street and 108 Main Street would be final graded to get the ruts out 

and seeded.  Stated Zinser will be back to complete when weather permits.   

New Business 

Gunter stated Alliant Energy is having a fleet auction of vehicles the City may be interested in.  Paula will 

view the inventory and email City Staff the information.  
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 Motion by Gunter to adjourn at 8:55, seconded by Miller, motion carried (4-0).  

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Trisca Smetzer, City Clerk 

 

 
 


