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The Palo City Council met in open session Monday January 25
th

, 2010 at the Temporary City 

Hall located at the FS Building. Mayor Pro-tem Jeff Beauregard called the meeting to order at 

6:30 PM with the following council present: Jeff Beauregard, Paula Gunter, Trent Miller, Scott 

Packingham and Tom Sanders. Absent: Mayor, John Harris.  Others present: Infrastructure 

Commander; Tom Watson, City Administrator/Clerk; Stacy Dix and City Maintenance 

Employee’s, Tony Hite and Emily Packingham.   

Mayor Pro-tem Jeff Beauregard asked everyone to stand and say the pledge of allegiance.  

Mayor Pro-tem Beauregard sated item #6 Chad Sands from ECICOG update will be moved to 

the next agenda Motion by Gunter to approve the agenda with this correction, seconded by 

Miller, motion carried (5-0).  

Mayor Pro-tem Beauregard asked if there were questions for the consent agenda. Sanders had 

questions regarding the expenditures. It was stated by Council and Staff that the bills are paid 

through funds each bill shows what fund(s) the money is being expended from. Motion by 

Gunter to approve the consent agenda that includes; DAR, bills and January 11
th

, 2010 Council 

meeting minutes, seconded by Miller motion carried (5-0). Claims Report:  

EFTPS     FED/Fica Taxes   $     2,172.73 

Iowa Workforce Development Unemployment Taxes   $          14.97 

Tony Hite    Residence Inn Reimbursement $        891.07 

Treasurer State of Iowa  Sales Tax    $        345.00 

US Postal    Postage    $        158.24 

 

Disbursements by fund:  General              $  1,371.95 

        Road Use   $     918.88 

        Employee Benefits  $         8.97 

        Property Acquisition $     104.53 

        Sewer   $  1,177.68 

Audience Comment: Dan Oliphant stated he would like to see a Council member or Mayor 

attend the meetings of the Boards and Committees.  Gunter stated this was discussed at the last 

Council meeting and are working on getting a schedule in place. 

Rebuild Palo Fund Report by Tom Watson; stated there were 14 businesses that applied and all 

received an amount of $588.24. The board also approved one new building permit for $3000.00.   

Motion by Gunter to open Public Hearing regarding Ordinance #564-2010  Chapter 155 Adding 

Provisions pertaining to Building Minimum Elevation Building Code at 6:39pm , seconded by 

Packingham, motion carried (5-0).  Miller read the proposed Ordinance amendment that would 

establish a minimum floor height of the lowest main floor (excluding basement) to be at 750.0 

feet above sea level. This would be for any principle building.  Dave Schottmer questioned the 

2008 flood level.  Stated the 2008 flood peek was at 748.6 above sea level.  Question regarding 

the grade of the property if they would need to raise their elevation level. Brian Beaty stated that 

you would not need to change the grade of your property if you need to raise the elevation this 

would just leave more exposed foundation. Doug Hanover questioned if the elevation was raised 

they would meet the height restriction for the house. Smetzer stated the maximum height for a 

residential dwelling is 35 feet. Gunter made a motion to close the Public Hearing at 6:49pm, 

seconded by Sanders motion carried (5-0). Sanders stated concerns with using the 2008 flood 

elevation level and recommended 14” above the 500 year flood elevation.  Watson stated the 

2008 Flood elevation is approximately 6 feet above the 500 year flood plain elevation.  
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Packingham stated he had concerns with properties not being able to conform to this Ordinance.  

Gunter stated there are current Ordinance’s that property owners would not meet if their structure 

was over 50% damaged, which is why the Board of Adjustment is in place so they could appeal 

for a variance or special exception.  After further discussion Gunter made motion to place 

Ordinance #564-2010 on its first reading, seconded by Miller, roll call, Sanders nay, Packingham 

nay, motion carried (3-2).  

Watson discussed the progress of the Fire Station Building, working with IFA on the application 

which the City will receive $500,000.00 for the building, Palo Fire Department is also working 

on a concept plan to submit with the application.  The Building will be located on the land the 

City purchased from Ralston/Larson Development last year just west of the future location site 

for the Community Center/City Hall Facilty.  

Resolution# 1-25-10A to approve the IRS mileage reimbursement rate of $.50 per mile, motion 

by Gunter, seconded by Packingham, roll call,  motion carried (5-0). 

Resolution# 1-25-10B to approve the purchase of Real Estate of 1.37 acres from the Palo 

Telephone Cooperation at $41,000.00 for future site of the Train Depot, motion by Gunter, 

seconded by Miller roll call, Packingham nay,  Sanders nay, motion carried (3-2). 

Resolution# 1-25-10C to approve the Linn County Sheriff’s Contract for the fiscal year of 

2010/11 for 25 hrs per week at $27.00 per hour, motion by Gunter, seconded by Packingham, 

roll call, motion carried (5-0). 

Discussion regarding the proposed annexation to the City of Palo to receive a portion of Palo 

Marsh Road where the City corporate limits abut the road on one side.  Stated this will become 

part of the Cities 28 E Agreement with Linn County for shared Road Maintenance.  

Discussion regarding the Pigman Triathlon’s scheduled to be held June 6
th

, 2010 and August 

22
nd

, 2010.  Motion by Gunter to approve the events, seconded by Packingham, v.v, motion 

carried (5-0).  

Gunter read Staff Report regarding the two resolutions to commit 15% local match for the Safe 

Room portion of the Community Center facility that would make this a harden structure to 

withstand an F-4 tornado.  The Cities cost for the 15% is $52,000.00.  Sanders questioned the 

location the Community Center will be placed. Beauregard stated the City purchased the 

property from Ralston/Larson Devolpment last year to relocate out of the 2008 flood level. 

Sanders questioned where the funds would be expended from as he is concerned about the 

funding. Stated this would be from General funds and is the only expenditure the City is having 

to committ for the projected 4 million dollar project.   

Resolution #1-25-10D Motion by Gunter to approve the HMGP Hazard Mitigation Grant 

Program Local Match of $52,000.00, seconded by Packingham, roll call, motion carried (5-0). 

Resolution #1-25-10E Motion by Gunter to approve the HMGP Hazard Mitigation Grant 

Program Local Match of $52,000.00, seconded by Beauregard, roll call, motion carried (5-0). 

Watson discussed the septic issue the City is experiencing with the FS rental facility. Staff has 

been in communication with the owner, however have not received a response as of yet.  At this 

time if the Owner decided to hook into the city services the City needs to look at what size of 

pipe to run and consider future development.   

Department Reports: 

Emily Packingham submitted the daily log reports and stated she purchased for the City 3 10 feet 

sections of hose for the trash pump.   

Old Business 
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Discussion regarding the police car, Dix stated she has contacted Springville to let them know 

the car is still available.  Resident is also interested in purchasing.  Council recommended putting 

it out for sealed bids with a minimum bid of $8500.00 to be opened at the February 22
nd

, 2010 

Council meeting.  

Watson presented the Council with information regarding the splash pad discharge. Also pointed 

out the answer to the DNR question in the letter that there are no restrictions.   

Packingham questioned what items P&Z did not do by the book from the previous meeting. 

Beauregard stated it was regarding regulations and would be happy to discuss this further after 

the meeting. 

 

Motion by Beauregard to adjourn at 7:56 pm, seconded by Gunter, motion carried (5-0). 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Trisca Smetzer, City Clerk 
 


