
Minutes 

Palo City Council Meeting 

February 11
th

, 2008 

 

Council Present:  Alan Mengler, Jeff Beauregard, Jeannie Blumer, Paula Gunter 

Absent: Jeremy Crawford 

Others Present:   Fire Chief; Jud Starn, City Admin/Clerk; Stacy Dix, City Public 

Works; Tony Hite, P&Z Chairman; Doug Hanover 

 

Mayor Sanders opened the Public Hearing at 6:30pm regarding the adoption of the 

City of Palo Code of Ordinances. 

 Al Mengler expressed concern with two proposed ordinances, 51.01(2)Junk and Junk 

Vehicles changing the definition of “junk vehicle” eliminating some of the wording, 

and 165.18 (2) Accessory Buildings and Structures changing the requirements from 

5ft from the side and back to 2 ft. 

 Audience commented should look at the grading issues rather than the distance of 

the structure and would solve some drainage issues. 

 Suggested all council review old and proposed Ordinance’s 

 Motion by Mengler, Seconded by Blumer to close public hearing, all aye, motion 

carried (4-0) public hearing closed @7:00pm  

 

Mayor Terry Sanders opened Council Meeting_@  7:00 p.m. 
 Agenda approved with motion by Beauregard, second by Blumer, all aye, motion 

carried, (4-0)  

  Minutes stand approved, motion by Beauregard, seconded by Gunter, all aye, motion 

carried (4-0) 

 Motion by Mengler, seconded by Beauregard to approve bills for payment & approve 

budget, all aye, motion carried (4-0). 

 

Alliant Energy                       Gas & Electric                                3589.83 

Palo Coop.     Telephone Service         295.51  

Ipers                .   Ipers         2592.48 

Palo Savings Bank               Fed/Fica Taxes                    5779.82 

Iowa Dept. of Revenue         State Taxes          942.00 

US Postal   Postage          139.54   

Rudd Sanitation           Solid Waste Disposal                     3382.25 

Linn County REC           Street Lights                    144.78       

Don’s Lock & Key  Keys fire pump house             6.00 

Office Express             Supplies                      160.89 

Gazette Communications Legal Publication                         5.09 

Scott Peterson   Legal Fees         2178.50 

Dorsey & Whitney  SRF Legal Expense        6261.57 

Linn Co. Treasurer   Linn Co. Snow Removal 28E       1239.16 

Linn Cty Sheriff’s Office Police Services                   8625.00 

Hygenic Laboratory  Testing           285.00 

Office Elements  Copier Images             48.00 

Stacy Dix   Postage for Sewer samples         14.59 



Hall’s Photo   Photo Processing            6.20 

Griener Well Service  Well Pump for CC      1025.00 

Weland Clinical Lab.  Elmore F.D medical          28.50 

Benton-Linn Ambulance Tax          792.00 

Roto-Rooter   Sewer pumping                   860.00 

Electronic Engineering Pager              6.00 

Treasurer , IA State Univ. Fire Service Training        212.00 

UPS    Shipping & Postage          14.05 

Hart-Frederick Consultants SRF Engineering                 4325.90 

Junge Ford   Service City Truck          37.93 

Wellmark BC/BS  Health Insurance      1875.03 

Future Line Truck Equip. Headlight repair          62.99 

Farm Plan   Space heater           19.95 

Jud Starn   Mileage/Training        219.66 

Palo Mini Mart  Fuel                     541.31 

Iowa Good Roads Assoc. Membership Dues          80.00 

Brown Supply Co.  Light for Truck        255.00 

Pumps of Oklahoma Inc. Part for lagoon pump          27.43 

Ace Electric Co.  Repair liftstation        674.71 

Air Filter Sales & Service Filters               62.76 

Avanet Web Solutions Web site search engine       240.00 

Penny Galvin   Library Card                      25.00 

Patricia Pyle   Library Card           25.00 

Valenta Plumbing & Heat. Repair broken pipe at F.D       125.24 

 

Payroll: 

General 11,054.97    Road Use 1,774.95 

Sewer    3,365.88 

 

Disbursements by Fund:    Revenue by Fund: 
General  37,169.98   General         6,797.03 

Road Use      7,551.33   Road Use            7,431.79 

Employee Benefits   1,250.02   Empl. Benefits           237.96 

TIF                           0                         L.O.S.T.               35,570.59   

Sewer Project             10,587.47   TIF                          1,641.42 

Sewer      6,868.67   Sewer Project          4,325.90 

L.O.S.T.                          0   Sewer       13,451.90 

 

 Mayor Sanders presented the Linn County Sheriff’s report with 108.33 required hours 

and 132.10 actual hours worked. 

 Motion by Gunter, seconded by Mengler to table voting on the first reading of the 

Palo Code of Ordinances until next meeting, all aye, motion carried (4-0). 

 Hart-Frederick representative not able to attend due to acclimate weather, they will 

attend the next meeting for a sewer update. 

 After discussion motion made by Beauregard, seconded by Gunter to place no 

parking signs anytime on the west side of 1
st
 street from Solberg’s to Clinton Street, 

all aye, motion carried (4-0). 



 Motion by Mengler seconded by Gunter, to approve Brogan’s Liquor License for the 

Ducks Unlimited banquet March 8
th

, 2008, all aye, motion carried (4-0). 

 Discussion on generator purchase, Mengler has looked into purchasing a used 60kw 

diesel generator from City of Hiawatha also wants direction of how the council wants 

to divide up the generator uses. Beauregard volunteered to be in charge of researching 

a generator for the Fire Department and Mengler will be in charge of finding the best 

purchase for the community center to use for emergency situations. Council requested 

Mengler to get quotes for a generator that would support the air conditioner.  The 

Community Center has been designated emergency shelter through the Red Cross.  

 Mayor Sanders stated Crawford was not able to be present but has reviewed the 

policies and procedures for the Police Department and feel they are ok as is. 

Beauregard requested a special meeting before March’s regular council meeting to /or 

adopt the policies and procedures. 

Department Reports  

 Mayor Sanders read Fire Department report (See Attached) 

 Building Inspector Report: Monthy Report for January 2008 
PERMITS APPLIED FOR JANUARY 2008:  4 

PERMITS ISSUED JANUARY 2008:  3 

1) Jim & Jeannie Blumer, 49 Church Street, garage 

2) Ralston Const., 120 Frese Ct., commercial building 

3) Ralston Construction, 4567 Willow Street, new home 

4) Ralston Construction, 4569 Willow Street, new home                                                                          

TOTAL NUMBER OF ACTIVE WORKING PERMITS JANUARY 2008:  9 

TOTAL NUMBER OF INSPECTIONS PERFORMED JANUARY 2008:  34     

TOTAL NUMBER NEW HOME PERMITAPPLICATIONS THROUGH 

JANUARY 2008: 2 

TOTAL NUMBER PERMITS ISSUED THROUGH JANAURY 2008:  3  

TOTAL NUMBER OF PHONE CALLS RETURNED REGARDING BUILDING 

QUESTIONS, BUILDING CODES, PERMIT APPLICATIONS, ETC:  18 

TOTAL NUMBER OCCUPANCY CERTIFICATES ISSUED JANAURY 2008: 1 
 Tony stated the city truck has new tires, has been easier to push snow 

 Mengler requested council look into Imagetek for document storage and use. Request 

a representative be at next meeting. 

Audience Comments Heard. 

 Trent Miller questioned the garage on Driftwood Circle 

 Clerk stated it has been sent to the Attorney and Linn County 

 Also had a complaint about snowmobiles jumping up out of the ditch over on 

Drake drive. 

 Mayor Sanders read the Thank you from the Fire Department for the purchase of 

shirts. 

 

Motion by Blumer, seconded by Mengler to adjourn at 8:00 p.m, motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

 

Trisca Smetzer 
 

 

 



 

Palo Fire Chief’s report: February 2008 

 

Current active members: 16 

Applications fro new membership: none 

Resignations: none 

 

Calls:6 

1. Power Line Fire 

2. Medical Assistance 

3. Vehicle Accident 

4. Public Assistance 

5. Vehicle Accident 

6. Vehicle Accident 

 

Date to be determined for monthly department training./ February 2008. 

Other information:  

1. One member enrolled in FF1 class. 

2. One member enrolled in EMT-B 

3. Four members attended Winter Fire School at the Fire Service Training Bureau in Ames. 

 


