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The Palo City Council met in open session Monday January 11
th

, 2010 at the Temporary City 

Hall located at the FS Building. Mayor John Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with 

the following council present: Jeff Beauregard, Paula Gunter, Trent Miller, Scott Packingham 

and Tom Sanders. Others present: City Attorney; Scott Peterson, Infrastructure Commander; 

Tom Watson, City Administrator/Clerk; Stacy Dix and City Maintenance Employee’s, Tony Hite 

and Emily Packingham.   

Mayor John Harris asked everyone to stand and say the pledge of allegiance.  

Mayor Harris thanked everyone for attending and reminded the audience about the procedures 

for participation.  

Motion by Beauregard to approve the agenda, seconded by Miller, motion carried (5-0).  

Mayor Harris asked if there were questions for the consent agenda. Beauregard stated that the 

Frieda Coonrod bill for embroidery should be removed this is to go to the Fire Department, also 

the Linn County Planning & Development bill was approved last month this only indicates the 

credit that was applied to the City. Sanders had several questions regarding the bills. 

Expenditures were identified and explained by other Council members and Staff.  Motion by 

Gunter to approve the consent agenda including budget, bills and December 14
th

, 2009 Council 

meeting minutes, seconded by Beauregard motion carried (5-0). Claims Report:  

AFLAC    Aflac Pre-tax    $     204.84 

Agvantage, FS, Inc.   Fuel     $   1561.14 

Alliant Energy    Street Lights    $   3284.54 

Anderson-Bogert   Review Ord. Flood Impacts     $   6204.58 

Brown Supply Co.   Flash Tube    $       21.03 

Erek Sittig    Legal Flood Recovery   $        99.00 

Esco Electric Co.   Flag Pole Light   $      332.89 

Farm Plan    Pump, Torch head, Tank  $      573.70 

Future Line Tuck Equipment  Cuttingedge for Plow   $      429.95 

Gazette Communications Inc.  Legal Publication   $      159.23 

IMFOA    Membership Dues   $        30.00 

Iowa Department of Revenue  State Taxes    $    1137.00 

IPERS     Ipers     $    2985.45 

J&M Enterprise   12/16.5 Front Tires Case LO  $      284.00 

Jeff Beauregard   Microsoft Office Access  $      217.90 

John’s Lock & Key   Key Lock/Service Call  $      100.00 

Keystone Laboratories  Testing    $        10.50 

Linn County Auditor   Nov. Election    $    2843.42 

Linn County Planning & Develop. Inspections    $        63.74 

Linn County REC   Street Lights    $      188.89 

Linn County Sheriff’s Office  Police Service 01-3/31/10  $    8125.00 

Menards    Tools, Manuals   $        74.70 

Office Express    Office Supplies                         $      213.25 

Palo Coop.    Palo Marsh Lift Station  $      201.70 

Palo Fire Department    Christmas Dinner   $    1050.00 

Palo Savings Bank   FED/FICA Taxes   $    5828.37 

Ralston Construction   2 Trucking 1 load sand  $      563.71 

Rudd Sanitation Inc.    Solid Waste Acct#2945  $    3158.00 
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Schimberg Co.   Cap Manhole Covington Lift Station $    1347.31 

Scott C. Peterson   Legal Services    $    3248.50 

Scott Packingham   Mileage Reimbursement  $        36.30 

Stacy Dix     Postage Reimbursement           $          5.71 

Tony Hite    Belt                                 $        17.11 

Trent Miller     Mileage Reimbursement  $      151.80 

Truenorth Companies, LC  Life insurance    $        32.00 

US Cellular    Tony & Emily Cell Phone  $      226.11 

Verizon Wireless   Tony Cell Phone   $          1.37 

Watson Services   Nov. Water Oper./ Retainage fee $    1036.45 

Wellmark BC/BS   Health Insurance   $    1264.84 

Wendling Quarries, Inc.  Sand     $      132.03 

                                  Total Accounts Payable    $  56728.06 

Payroll: 

General $11369.27 

Road Use $  3556.89 

Property Acq. $    102.90 

Sewer  $  2402.04 

Motion by Gunter to open Public hearing regarding Ordinance #563-2010 Planning & Zoning 

amending Chapter 12.04 at 6:54pm , seconded by Miller, motion carried (5-0).  Beauregard read 

staff report for Ordinance amendment to establish noncompensation for the P&Z Commission to 

instead utilize those expenditures to help pay for the wages of the secretary that was hired by the 

City to take minutes for the P&Z Commission and the Board of Adjustment.  This is the only 

Committee paid for meetings out of 7 official Boards and Committee’s established within the 

City of Palo.  Doug Hanover stated his concerns and he would like to see the compensation 

remain.  Motion by Gunter, seconded by Beauregard to close the Public Hearing at 7:02pm, 

motion carried (5-0). Sanders stated he would concur with Mr. Hanover and in favor of the 

compensation to remain. Packingham stated that the Board of Adjustment is the only Board that 

has legal authority other than the Council and they no longer receive compensation. Scott 

Peterson acknowledged that to be correct.  

Beauregard made motion to place Ordinance #563-2010 on its first reading, motion failed for a 

lack of second.  

After lengthy discussion was held on the recommendation for P&Z apppointments.   

Resolution# 1-11-10A to appoint Orlie Workman to the Planning & Zoning Commission term 

expiring December 31
st
 2014, motion by Gunter, seconded by Beauregard, roll call, Packingham 

nay,  motion carried (4-1). 

Resolution# 1-11-10B to appoint Al Mengler to the Planning & Zoning Commission term 

expiring December 31
st
 2014, motion by Gunter, seconded by Beauregard, roll call, Packingham 

nay,  Sanders nay, motion carried (3-2). 

Resolution# 1-11-10C to appoint Chad Packingham to the Planning & Zoning Commission term 

expiring December 31
st
 2014, motion by Gunter, seconded by Beauregard, roll call, Sanders nay,  

motion carried (4-1). 

Resolution# 1-11-10D to appoint Dick Postma to the Board of Adjustment term expiring May 

31
st
 2013, motion by Gunter, seconded by Packingham, roll call, motion carried (5-0). 

Private Organization Reports: 
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Rebuild Palo Fund report by Tom Watson; stated within a week of Sanders request the budget 

was posted for the RPF through the end of November. Meeting is scheduled next week to 

finalize the train ride allocation of funds which generated approximately $33,570.00. 

Ralston/Larson Development donated $50,000 to go towards new growth and $30,000 to go 

towards a boat ramp/fishing pier to be located in the former lagoon area.  The City has a concept 

plan drafted that we will discuss later on the agenda.  

Recommendation from Matt Shock with Anderson Bogert to accept the lowest bid from 

Summer’s Enterprise at $16,258.75, the other two bids were Nickol Boring Inc at $27,250 and 

Miller the Driller at $32,695.  After discussion motion by Miller to approve the bid from 

Summer’s Enterprise installing the 30”pipe at $16,258.75, seconded by Packingham, v.v., 

motion carried (5-0).  

Boat Ramp Concept Plan was presented by Tom Watson.  The City along with the Palo Chamber 

of Commerce and Visioning group has come up with a concept plan for a Boat Ramp and 

Fishing Pier to be located in the former location of the lagoons. Currently there is some funding 

from private donations allocated for this project as well as grants that we are going to apply for if 

the Council would like to move forward.  Council concurred with this concept.  

Resolution #1-11-10E to appoint Trisca Smetzer as the Rental Housing Code Official, motion by 

Gunter, seconded by Miller, roll call, Sanders nay, motion carried (4-1).  

Mayor Harris discussed the lowest elevation level for New Construction that will be presented at 

the next Council meeting for a public hearing and possible Ordinance change this was discussed 

at the December Workshop in length.  The largest concern was to protect residential properties 

by raising the main floor elevation 14” above the June 2008 Flood level.  

Mayor Harris stated he would like to see a member from the Council attend a Committee or 

Board meeting once a month, if there is a preference please indicates that.  Stacy will send out an 

email or drop off the information regarding the dates and times they meet each month.  Also 

would like to rotate the Newsletter article please indicate which month you would like to submit 

an article.     

Watson discussed the concrete project that was performed by Delaney Concrete in the Cedar 

River Estates Park. The work was not performed to specifications instead of using rebar they 

used wire mesh.  Watson contacted Delaney immediately and they submitted an offer for a rebate 

and extend the warranty for 5 years.  After discussion motion by Beauregard to send a letter to 

Delaney that this project needs to be completed as to bid specifications, they will need to remove 

the concrete and complete as to the original bid specifications, seconded by Sanders, v.v., motion 

carried (5-0). 

Department Reports: 

Emily Packingham submitted a daily log report she generated to account for her and Tony’s 

time.  Also stated they have been able to get a lot of the work orders completed.   

Old Business 

Miller questioned the splash pad location and if there was enough room.  Watson stated that a 

section of the swing set will be moved.  Packingham had questions regarding the disposal of the 

water from the splash pad.  Watson will be talking to the City Engineer to review the DNR 

requirements.  

New Business 

Sanders questioned the status of the police car.  Miller stated that the Fire Department is no 

longer interested in buying the police car.  Harris said the city of Springville is still interested and 
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staff will contact them so they know it is still available. Mayor Harris also directed Tony to test 

the car and make sure it’s starting properly.   

Mayor Harris stated that Beauregard, Dix and himself went through the entrance conference with 

the auditor’s and will keep the rest of the Council posted on the process.  

Packingham questioned the hours for the Maintenance workers. Tony stated it depends on the 

amount of snow; however they do have a schedule divided between them for who is on call.  

Sanders requested the snow be removed from the bridge on First Street.  

 

Motion by Gunter to adjourn at 8:20 pm, seconded by Packingham, motion carried (5-0). 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Trisca Smetzer, City Clerk 
 


