
City of Palo    City of Palo Regular Council Meeting                    January 18, 2021 
 
The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, January 18, 2021 at the Palo Community Center in the Council 
Chambers. In order to help stop the spread of the COVID-19 virus, this council meeting of the Palo City Council was held 
electronically. Chapter 21.8 of the Iowa Code does permit an electronic meeting where all members participate 
remotely when an in-person meeting is impossible or impractical, which is certainly true during this crisis. On March 19, 
2020, Governor Reynolds issued a Proclamation of Disaster Emergency which included a suspension of Iowa laws that 
would prevent the use of electronic meetings or the limitation on the number of people present at an in-person meeting 
site.  The agenda and the City’s social media had this message posted more than 24 hours in advance to give instructions 
on how others could participate in the meeting: Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the City of Palo will be holding city council 
meeting electronically via a conference call. If you would like to participate, just before the meeting start time, you must 
call 1-978-990-5000 and enter this access code: 705258. Only staff are allowed in City Hall. Mayor Van Kerckhove called 
the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following Council present: Angie Brekke, Doug Hanover, Andrea Rahe and 
Travis Rieck.  Other city staff present was Lenna Goodale, City Clerk; Nancy Hildebrand, Deputy Clerk; Clark Robertson, 
Public Works. Erek Sittig, City Attorney was participating over the phone.  Mayor Van Kerckhove led those present in the 
pledge of allegiance. Brekke motioned for approval of the agenda. Hanover seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  
Brekke motioned to move the financials out of the consents of agenda to have time to discuss financial reports after 
approving the consent and the council minutes. Hanover seconded. Roll call.  Motion carried (4-0).  Hanover motion to 
approve the consent agenda including minutes from December 21, 2020 and January 11, 2021; Rahe seconded. Roll call. 
Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had.  Brekke will act as liaison between City Clerk and Council. Brekke went over 
financial report. Brekke motion to approve the financial report, treasurers report and bill approval. Hanover seconded. 
Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). 

CLAIMS REPORT   

VENDOR REFERENCE                       AMOUNT  

ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    6313.53 

ANDERSON-BOGERT                ENGINEERING                       2088.00 

ROB SAND,AUDITOR OF STATE      AUDIT YE 6-30-19                  18732.77 

BRECKE INC.                    WINTERIZE SPLSH PD & CC           4427.17 

C4 OPERATIONS BACKGROUND CHECK BG CHECKS (3 PPL)                 85.00 

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       13088.02 

CINTAS CORPORATION             CITY HALL & CC                    945.16 

CJ COOPER & ASSOCIATES INC     DRUG TESTING DOT                  105.00 

CUMMINS CENTRAL POWER, LLC     CC GEN REPAIR                     1979.92 

CYNTHIA STIMSON                MENTOR 12/17/20                   225.23 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2591.79 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      36.72 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2490.59 

EREK SITTIG                    LEGAL FEES                        1596.00 

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.   LEGAL PUBLICATION                 331.81 

HACH COMPANY                   CHEMICALS_WATER                   293.48 

HAWKEYE FIRE & SAFETY CO       FIRE DEPT                         135.00 

HAWKINS, INC.                  CHEMICALS_SEWER                   458.30 

IMWCA                          WORKER'S COMP                     1151.00 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE     STATE TAXES                       2606.00 

IOWA ONE CALL                  LOCATES                           66.40 

IOWA PRISON INDUSTRIES         STREET SIGNS                      98.00 

IOWA WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT     UNEMPLOYMENT                      223.39 

IPERS                          IPERS                             2951.43 

IPERS                          IPERS ADJUSTMENT                  0.02 

INFRASTRUCTURE TECHNOLOGY SOLU TECH SUPPORT                      466.55 



JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           SUPPLIES                          140.52 

KENWOOD RECORDS MGT            RECYCLE BIN                       59.86 

KEYSTONE LABORATORIES          TESTING                           92.00 

KOCH BROTHERS                  COPIES                            208.53 

LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     190.65 

MUNSON ELECTRIC INC            PALO ROCK LIGHT                   1430.56 

OFFICE EXPRESS                 SUPPLIES                          34.90 

OMNI SITE                      LIFT ST WIRELESS                  990.00 

P & K MIDWEST                  WOOD CUTTER & OIL                 1088.62 

PALO COOP.                     PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                864.45 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              JAN ACH                           35.00 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              NSF RETURN FEE                    3.00 

RALSTON LARSON DEVELOPMENT     INFRASTR DRY CRK EST 7TH          156200.00 

RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      1387.03 

REXCO EQUIPMENT INC.           SUPPLIES                          173.89 

ROTO-ROOTER                    SEWER LIFT ST                     1500.00 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE     QTR SALES TAX                     510.00 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE     QTR WET TAX                       2868.00 

SPEER FINANCIAL, INC,          TIF 11/2020                       325.00 

UHS PREMIUM BILLING            JAN HEALTH INSURANCE              2366.72 

US BANK                        PALO APPAREL                      140.00 

US CELLULAR                    CELL PHONE                        250.59 

US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           348.15 

USA BLUEBOOK                   WATER SUPPLIES                    182.43 

WESTECH ENGINEERING, INC.      PILOT                             2666.00 

WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    29.31 

Accounts Payable Total           237571.49 

Total Paid On: 12/22/20             8009.79 

Total Paid On: 12/24/20             221.64 

Total Paid On:  1/08/21             6558.75 

Total Payroll Paid                  14790.18 

***** REPORT TOTAL *****         252361.67 

December 2020   

General Fund 37,837.89  
Road Use Fund 12,582.76  
Employee Benefits 3,261.02  
Emergerncy Fund 694.51  
L.O.S.T. 12,157.03  
TIF Fund 4,124.77  
Debt Service Fund 6,643.49  
Water Fund 17,351.72  
Sewer Fund 37,160.56  
Total Revenue: 131,813.75  

   

General Fund 132,025.10  
Road Use Fund 8,962.08  



Employee Benefits  7,689.10  
Debt Service Fund 16,550.00  
Water Fund 16,596.66  
Sewer Fund 40,861.07  
Total Expenses: 222,684.01  

 
 
No one present for Linn County Sheriff. Audience Comments: Resident wanted to ask council about walking in gym. 
Brekke stated that council received her request and would be discuss during community center rentals.  Resident also 
stated the new lighted sign at Zeller park looks wonderful. Department reports.  Fire Department no discussion. 
Maintenance Department: Robertson reported the door at the water treatment plant was replaces.  New sign at Zeller 
park was completed.  Pilot study is on-track and will be sent to DNR. Third full-time person has been hired and doing 
well. Cummins started working on generators; boat ramp light has been fixed.  The “welcome to Palo” sign will be fixed 
in the spring/summer. FD would like their floors refinished.   No update on BF lift station. Mayor Van Kerckhove opened 
the public hearing at 6:43 pm.  Public Hearing closed at 6:44 pm.  Brekke motion to approve Resolution 011821A the 
City’s proposed amendment #1 to the Fiscal year 20-21 budget.  Some discussion had. Rahe seconded. Roll call.  Motion 
carried (4-0). Hanover motion to approve Resolution 011821B setting the public hearing for February 15, 2021 at 6:30 
pm Palo City Hall. Brekke seconded. Roll call.  Motion carried (4-0). Hanover motion Resolution 011821C to authorizing 
the transfer of funds to the storm water fund in the amount of $9283. Rahe seconded. Roll call.  Motion carried (4-0). 
Mayor Van Kerckhove was notified Facebook was not working.  Hildebrand fixed. Brekke motion to approve Morgan 
Scheer to the Parks & Recreation Board.  Hanover seconded. Roll call.  Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had on 5% rate 
increase for Cedar Rapids Wastewater rate FY22. Discussion had regarding the “no parking” situation near 100 Vinton St. 
Council stated they have done everything the City can do.  Sheriff has been notified and no parking signs have been 
added. No further action needed. Council asked to add 903 2nd St to the February 2021 agenda regarding lien on this 
property. Discussion had regarding Board of Adjustment.  Mayor Van Kerckhove would like council to reach out to the 
community.  If anyone interested, to call City Hall. Discussion had regarding community center rentals.  Council decided 
to leave rentals “as is”.  After every rental, community center is disinfected, which is part of the rental fee. Council will 
revisit next month. Discussion had setting dates for Iowa Codification workshops.  Council decided to start March 1st, 
2021 and then the first Monday of every month at 6:30 pm until ordinance book is completed. Also, Budget Workshop 
will be February 2nd, 2021 at 6:30 pm.  Discussion had regarding water shut-offs.  Resident wanted to shut water off.  
There was no disconnect fee.  Old business - no discussion.  New business - no discussion. Hanover motion to adjourn 
meeting at 7:23 pm.  Rahe seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Respectfully, Lenna Goodale 
 
 
 


