
City of Palo    City of Palo Regular Council Meeting                    August 17, 2020 
 
The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, August 17, 2020 at the Palo Community Center in the Council Chambers. Mayor Van Kerckhove called the meeting 
to order at 6:35 PM with the following Council present: Travis Rieck, Angie Brekke, Pete Hagstrom, Andrea Rahe by phone.  Others Present: Lenna Goodale, City Clerk; 
Nancy Hildebrand, Deputy Clerk; Clark Robertson, Public Works; Chris Philipp, Building Official; and Erek Sittig, City Attorney. Mayor Van Kerckhove led those present in 
the pledge of allegiance. Hagstrom motioned for approval of the agenda. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  Brekke motioned to approve the consent 
agenda including the bill approval, DAR, Treasurer's report, Council minutes from July 20, 2020. Hagstrom second. Rieck questioned Anderson-Bogert bill.  Mayor Van 
Kerckhove stated they are taking core samples.  Goodale also stated City meets every 1 ½ - 2 months to go over city projects.  She stated Bogert was out measuring 
water retention at City Hall. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). 

CLAIMS REPORT   

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 

ABC DISPOSAL                   SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL              1,336.08 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    6,679.90 

ANDERSON-BOGERT                ENGINEERING                       5,953.25 

BRECKE INC.                    QUART.HVAC                        750.00 

CAMPBELL SUPPLY CEDAR RAPIDS   ROAD REPAIR                       52.46 

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       21,066.07 

CEDAR RIVER BILLBARD           4 NO DUMP SIGNS                   100.00 

CITY OF FAIRFAX                INSPECTOR                         2,716.00 

CJ COOPER & ASSOCIATES INC     DRUG TESTING DOT                  35.00 

CONSOLIDATED ENERGY CO         FUEL 443.06 

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS         BLAIRS FERRY PATCH                143.95 

CROELL REDI-MIX, INC.          COMM CNTR ROCK                    84.90 

CYNTHIA STIMSON                MENTOR                            182.79 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2,650.96 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2,432.64 

EREK SITTIG                    LEGAL FEES                        1,358.00 

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.   LEGAL PUBLICATION                 469.66 

GORDON FLESCH COMPANY          LASERFICHE 58.33 

HACH COMPANY                   CHEMICALS_WATER                   963.34 

HAWKINS, INC.                  CHEMICALS_SEWER                   3,737.86 

IMWCA                          WORKER'S COMP                     1,151.00 

INTERSTATE BATTERIES           WTP                               59.90 

IOWA DNR                       ANNUAL H20 FY21                   118.09 

IOWA ONE CALL                  LOCATES                           108.10 

IOWA PRISON INDUSTRIES         STREET SIGNS                      24.50 

IPERS                          IPERS                             3,125.44 

IPERS                          ADJUSTMENT -0.03 

INFRASTRUCTURE TECHNOLOGY SOLU SERVER                            6,292.15 

JAKE'S CUSTOM APPLICATING      MOSQUITO FOGGING                  1,750.00 

JETCO, INC.                    WTP                               352.00 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           THEISEN'S CC                      418.71 

KEN-WAY TRUCKING               LG LIFT STAT CLEAN                2,946.00 

KEYSTONE LABORATORIES          TESTING                           53.00 

KIRKWOOD COMMUNITY COLLEGE     ANDREW LUTER CLASS                20.00 

KOCH BROTHERS                  COPIES                            106.97 

LENNA GOODALE                  MILEAGE REIMB                     159.14 

LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     196.65 

LOWRY EQUIPMENT                SPRING KUBOTA                     36.33 

MENARDS                        SUPPLIES                          104.64 

MUNSON ELECTRIC INC            MAINT XFER SWITCH                 12,207.88 



P & K MIDWEST                  PARKS                             1,194.29 

PALO COOP.                     PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                888.14 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              COMM CENTER REFUND                405.00 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              CLERICAL EXPENSE                  35.00 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              CLERICAL                          35.00 

PAT MCGRATH CHEVEROLET         CITY TRUCK                        68,232.00 

PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL        MAINT BLDG                        80.25 

RALSTON CONSTRUCTION           CULVERT CLEAN                     200.00 

RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      3,116.00 

RELIANCE STANDARD              LIFE INSURANCE                    104.60 

REPUBLIC COMPANIES             SIGNS                             740.20 

RUDD SANITATION INC.           SOLID WASTE                       6,513.00 

SOLBERGS                       NAME PLATES                       37.30 

STAR EQUIPMENT LTD             SUPPLIES                          79.66 

UHS PREMIUM BILLING            HEALTH INSURANCE 4,575.82 

US BANK                        JULY 2020 STMT                    2,419.55 

US CELLULAR                    CELL PHONE                        254 

US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           247.5 

WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    91.85 

WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    15.62 

Accounts Payable Total           169,709.50 

Total Paid On:  7/24/20             7,560.10 

Total Paid On:  8/07/20             6,930.39 

Total Payroll Paid                  14,490.49 

***** REPORT TOTAL *****         184,199.99 

   

July 2020 Receipts   

General Fund 20,214.41  

Road Use Fund 17,249.98  

Employee Benefits 392.20  

Emergency Fund 62.27  

L.O.S.T. Fund 11,141.57  

TIF Fund 260.34  

Debt Service 397.95  

Water 15,985.85  

Sewer 35,494.97  

 0.00   

Total Revenue: 101,199.54  

   

July 2020 Expenses   

General Fund 100,615.36  

Road Use Fund 11,604.49  

Employee Benefits 3,344.94  

Storm Water Mgt 2,880.00  

Debt Service Fund 500.00  

Infrastructure Projects 165,141.01  

Equipment Reserve Fund 68,232.00  



Water  18,808.34  

Sewer 35,588.86  

   

Total Expenses: 406,715.00  
 
Audience Comments: No discussion. Linn County Sheriff Report: Linn County Sheriff Deputy Buhmeyer presented the activity report with 143 hrs worked and 87 hours 
required with 47 calls for service. No discussion. Department Reports: Robertson gave monthly report. Started City Hall landscaping until storm.  Department is working 
on brush removal and cleaning up after the storm. Discussion had on considering Ordinance No. 12-2020 by amending the Official Zoning Map and Zoning District 
Boundaries of the City of Palo, Iowa at 300 Blairs Ferry Rd. Brekke motioned to approve the third and final passage and adoption with respect to ORDINANCE No. 12-
2020 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF 2008, OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AND ZONING DISTRICT BOUNDARIES OF 
THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA 300 BLAIRS FERRY RD.  Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Mayor Van Kerckhove opened public hearing at 6:43 pm for 
discussion on Watson Commercial Park Ordinance No. 15-2020. No discussion had. Public hearing closed at 6:44 pm. Discussion had considering Ordinance No 15-2020 
amending the Official Zoning Map and Zoning District Boundaries of the City of Palo, Iowa by designating the zoning classification of certain properties, now known as 
Lots 7, 8, and 9 Watson Commercial Park in the City of Palo, Linn County Iowa. Watson Commercial Park. Building Official Philipp stated P&Z could not meet due to 
Derecho storm. Brekke motioned to table the first reading of Ordinance 15-2020.  Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had on adding two stop 
signs at City Hall exits. Brekke motion to approve stop signs at City Hall exits. Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Discussion on Considering Ordinance No.17-
2020 An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Palo, Iowa, By Amending Chapter 156 Electrical Regulations. Philipp explained that Palo is using 
2014 code cycle. This will bring ordinance up to state code. Rieck motioned to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 17-2020.  Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion 
carried (4-0). Rieck motioned to approve the suspend requirement for three readings of Ordinance No. 17-2020. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Rieck 
motioned to approve final passage and adoption with respect to ORDINANCE NO. 17-2020 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PALO CODE OF ORDINANCE OF 2008, OF 
THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 156 ELECTRICAL REGULATIONS. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Hagstrom motioned to approve 
Resolution 081720A approving wage increase of $28.34 for Lenna Goodale.  She completed her Municipal Clerk certification through the Iowa Municipal Finance 
Officers Association per her contract.  Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution 081720B approving wage increase of 
$14.50 for Bryan Matson, Public Works. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (3-0). Rahe abstain because Matson is her father. Discussion had.  Hagstrom motion to 
approve a pilot study with WestTech $11,000 for the water tower. Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had on community center rentals. Goodale 
went over WLCG and basketball rentals for fall. Council decided not to schedule any rentals at this time. Any existing rentals must be 50 people or less.  Will have more 
discussion at next month’s council meeting. Discussion had on mandatory residential garbage.  Was noted that each resident is required to have garbage at every 
property regardless if resident is living there or not. Discussion had on considering Ordinance No. 16-2020 by amending sections related to purchase and sale of 
tobacco. Hagstrom motioned to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 16-2020.  Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Hagstrom motioned to suspend 
requirement for three readings of Ordinance No. 16-2020.  Rieck second.  Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  Hagstrom motioned to approve the final passage and adoption 
with respect to ORDINANCE No. 16-2020 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF 2008, OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY AMENDING THE SECTIONS 
RELATED TO PURCHASE AND SALE OF TOBACCO.  Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). 
Mayor Van Kerckhove informed council of Linn County Public Health face covering. A letter from Linn County Supervisors and Board of Health has asked Governor for 
face covering in Linn County.  Mayor Ven Kerckhove stated if Governor passes, that he would be asking council for a vote. Discussion had on Iowa Codification.  Goodale 
stated 2008 was the last time Ordinance Code book was updated. Iowa Codification suggested to update every five years. Hagstrom motioned to approve $4200 to 
update the Ordinance Code books.  Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Old Business: Hagstrom had contacted D&N Fence to look at baseball fence and pole 
for foul balls. Hagstrom has not received anything back. Brekke requested follow up on ABC Disposal on lost garbage cans. Goodale stated garbage container will not 
have assigned numbers tagged to them.  If you are missing a container, call City Hall.  City Hall will contact ABC to have containers delivered to residents. If residents 
have extra containers, bring to City Hall. New Business:  Matt Swehla inquired about city removing trees.  Discussion had. Council decided on clean-up schedule as 
follows:  Organic Tree Debris – Ralston will be picking up curbside. 1st Round will be picked up by the 21st; 2nd Round will be picked up 8/24 – 8/26. The boat ramp will 
remain open for Palo residents to dump until 9/4. This is for organic tree debris only. Dumpsters – at City Hall, these are located behind the community center and are 
intended for non-organic storm debris. Hagstrom stated that baseball teams are contacting him regarding tryouts. Council agreed south fields would be ok after 
Hagstrom gets volunteers to clean field.  Mayor Van Kerckhove extended a thank you to Matt Swehla and the teams at Ralston Construction, city staff and council for all 
their help.  He also thanked Kendra Aarhus Van Kerckhove for coordinating all volunteer activity that have been coming in and out of the community center and Erek 
Sittig. Phillips asked council if they would consider waiving all permit fees due to the storm.  All property will still need to be inspected. Hagstrom asked if insurance 
assessment has been done.  Goodale stated the adjustor was here on Wednesday, August 12th.  All pictures have been submitted.  Robertson stated that the 
community center generator ran so long that he will be having someone looking at it.  The belts have been ordered to be replaced. Motion by Brekke to adjourn, 
seconded by Hanover, meeting adjourned at 7:47 pm. 
Respectfully submitted by, Lenna Goodale 

 

 


