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The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, September 20, 2021, at the Palo Community 
Center in the Council Chambers. Mayor Eric Van Kerckhove called the meeting to order at 6:30 
PM with the following council present: Doug Hanover, Angie Brekke, Travis Rieck, Pete 
Hagstrom, and Andrea Rahe.  Others Present: Lenna Goodale, City Clerk; Clark Robertson, 
Public Works; and Erek Sittig, City Attorney; Mayor Van Kerckhove led those present in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. Hagstrom motioned for approval of the agenda. Hanover second. Roll call. 
Motion carried (5-0).  Hanover motioned to approve the consent agenda including the bill 
approval, treasurer's report, financial reports, council minutes from July 22, August 16, and 
September 12, 2021. Whiskey River Grill liquor renewal. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion 
carried (5-0).  

CLAIMS REPORT   

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 

ABC DISPOSAL SYSTEMS, INC      AMNESTY & JULY INV                $24,802.75 

AGVANTAGE, FS, INC.            FUEL                              $72.00 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    $5,167.78 

ALTORFER INC                   WATER PLNT GENERATOR              $1,375.00 

ANDERSON-BOGERT                ENGINEERING                       $1,219.50 

BRYAN MATSON                   REIMBURSEMT                       $11.00 

C4 OPERATIONS BACKGROUND CHECK BG CHECKS                         $62.00 

CAMPBELL SUPPLY CEDAR RAPIDS   REPAIR                            $27.30 

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       $13,776.90 

CINTAS CORPORATION             SERVICE                           $1,297.38 

CITY OF FAIRFAX                INSPECTOR                         $1,761.21 

CONSOLIDATED ENERGY CO         LINN                              $1,302.89 

CYNTHIA STIMSON                MENTOR                            $97.74 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      $2,653.15 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      $2,661.99 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      $2,714.85 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      $8,029.99 

EREK SITTIG                    LEGAL FEES                        $3,770.12 

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.   LEGAL PUBLICATION                 $505.43 

HACH COMPANY                   CHEMICALS_WATER                   $293.48 

HAWKINS, INC.                  CHEMICALS_SEWER                   $3,278.45 

HR GREEN COMPANY               WPT MEDIA REPLACEMENT             $4,240.00 

HR GREEN COMPANY               WELL STUDY                        $3,960.00 

IMWCA                          WORKER'S COMP                     $1,216.00 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE     STATE TAX                         $2,143.00 

IOWA WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT     UNEMPLOYMENT                      $349.20 

IPERS                          IPERS                             $3,162.33 

IPERS                          IPERS                             -$0.02 

IPERS                          IPERS                             $3,381.77 

IPERS                          IPERS                             -$0.02 

ISWEP MUNICIPAL                FY 20-21                          $260.00 
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INFRASTRUCTURE TECHNOLOGY SOLU 5 STATIONS                        $468.75 

JETCO, INC.                    WTP                               $5,073.40 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           THEISEN'S                         $428.73 

KENWOOD RECORDS MGT            RECYCLE BIN                       $15.00 

KEYSTONE LABORATORIES          TESTING                           $484.60 

KOCH BROTHERS                  COPIES                            $364.38 

LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     $239.25 

LINN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE   CONTRACT FOR SERVICES             $1,064.00 

LOWRY EQUIPMENT                EQUIPMENT                         $140.40 

MENARDS                        PODIUM                            $304.20 

MUNICIPAL SUPPLY, INC.         METERS                            $1,401.25 

MUNSON ELECTRIC INC            PUMP                              $450.00 

P & K MIDWEST                  MAINT                             $358.48 

PALO COMMUNICATIONS            PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                $865.77 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              CC RENT REFUND                    $430.00 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              FEE FOR NSF                       $3.00 

PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL        WATER PEST                        $75.00 

PORT 'O JONNY                " VB COURT                          $157.58 

RALSTON CONSTRUCTION           VOLLEYBALL COURTS                 $2,805.00 

RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      $3,033.85 

SCHIMBERG CO                   SEAL                              $665.85 

STOREY KENWORTHY               #10 WIND ENVPS                    $180.57 

UHS PREMIUM BILLING            HEALTH INSURANCE $2,327.04 

US BANK                        MCCC                              $255.77 

US CELLULAR                    CELL PHONE                        $177.11 

US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           $215.00 

USA BLUEBOOK                   PROBE                             $845.96 

WENDLING QUARRIES, INC.        MAINT                             $134.05 

WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    $225.81 

Accounts Payable Total           $108,752.98 

Total Paid On:  8/20/21             $7,952.26 

Total Paid On:  9/03/21             $7,672.86 

Total Paid On:  9/17/21             $8,306.25 

Total Payroll Paid                  $23,931.37 

***** REPORT TOTAL *****         $132,684.35 

GENERAL                           $67,841.28 

ROAD USE                          $5,493.04 

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS                 $2,576.80 

WATER                             $34,758.01 

SEWER                             $22,015.22 

TOTAL FUNDS                       $132,684.35 

   

August 2021   
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General Fund 25,024.67  
Road Use Fund 9,532.04  
TIF Fund 67.06  
L.O.S.T. 93,249.58  
Water Fund 20,029.99  
Sewer Fund 61,664.30  
Total Revenue: 209,567.64  

   

General Fund 67,585.84  
Road Use Fund 4,887.99  
Employee Benefits  6,327.60  
Water Fund 31,321.09  
Sewer Fund 46,570.83  
Total Expenses: 156,693.35  

Mayor Van Kerckhove open audience comments at 6:34 pm. Resident wanted to know when 
City rented the boat ramp.  Mayor Van Kerckhove stated it was on the agenda and would be 
discussed. He also would like to see the abbreviations on the agenda spelled out.  Van 
Kerckhove closed comments at 6:36 pm. Department report: Goodale gave clerk report. 31 
penalties, 42 shut off notices. No shut off’s this month. Infrastructure meeting Aug 26. Meeting 
with Linn County Secondary Roads Aug 27 regarding Shellsburg Rd. Meeting with Ralston 
Construction and outside counsel. Sent GASBE letters. City Hosted MPO meeting Aug 11.  Still 
working on fire department reimbursement from 2018-19 and 2019-20. Compiling information 
for and communicating with outside counsel regarding ongoing litigation. Started thank you 
letters to residents. Fuel taxes reimbursement to the state. City received American Rescue Fund 
that went to capital improvement.  Special meeting on codification. End of 3rd qtr reports.  
Updated library book titles.  Robertson gave maintenance report: sump pump inspections, 
mowing, cleaned up the creek.  Also cleaned up property. Removed dead trees. Patched holes 
throughout town, Iowa One calls. Playground border has been installed at Memorial Park. No 
update on the copper lines. Has been working on well #2. Will be winterizing the splash pad.  
Working on street signs and hydrants. Andrew Lutter with the Fire Department had no report 
to give. Mayor Van Kerckhove gave Mayor’s report: Water Treatment Plant (WTP) on schedule 
for media change and contactor modifications before year end on contactor #1. WTP should be 
able to handle new development being discussed without upgrade after contactor media is all 
switched out.  Sewer: City of CR has been contacted about current agreement, no reply. There 
is one section that has expired, but doesn’t seem to affect CR. For more info, see Erek Sittig. 
Improved Properties: Sending out thank you certificates to residential and commercial 
properties that have rebuilt or that are new to the community that have done a nice job with 
their property. Looking for Council input/nomination for additional properties to send 
certificates. Also sending thank you letters to properties that promptly respond to nuisance 
letters.  Solar meeting set with Center Point mayoral candidate Morgan Traer. Coordinating 
meeting with Jake Swanson (Ag & Energy Policy) from Gov Reynold’s office. Note: Charlie 
Nichols from Linn County may be participating. Coordinating meeting with Iowa Utilities Board 
Chair Geri Huser. Note: Charlie Nichols from Linn County may be participating. Coordinating 
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Meeting with Cedar Rapids mayoral candidate Amara Andrews. Drafting “personal” view letter 
from Mayor to Iowa Utilities Board and 2nd letter to Linn County Board of Supervisors.  
Mayor Van Kerckhove opened public hearing for budget amendment at 6:42 pm for discussion. 
No discussion. Public hearing closed at 6:42 pm. Hanover motion Resolution No 092021A 
approving the city’s proposed amendment #1 to the fiscal year 2021-2022 budget. Hagstrom 
second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Mayor Van Kerckhove moved item # 23 and 24. Maggie 
Burger with Speer Financial present to go over 2021 TIF Report.  Maggie went over the GO 
Debt, Revenue Debt, TIF Rebate Obligations, TIF Revenue Abatement, GO Debt Capacity, TIF 
Debt Report. Brekke asked about LMI percentage. Mark Ralston present to discuss Prairie 
Meadows Development.  Mr. Ralston gave council a primarily map of Prairie Meadows 
Development.  He would like to have the same incentive as Dry Creek Estates with a TIF Rebate.  
Development would be multi-family, commercial, residential and park.  More discussion had.  
Ms. Burger suggested to council to have multiple phases of 2 or 3. Burger explained the 
difference between TIF districts on residential and commercial properties. Brekke motion to 
move forward with The Prairie Meadows addition and form a rebate agreement. Rieck second. 
5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried. Deputy Peace with Linn County Sheriff gave report. Required 
hours 87 were met and 61 calls. Hagstrom asked regarding the vandalism at Memorial Park.  
Deputy Peace was not aware.  Goodale stated that Sheriff was contacted, and families have 
been contacted. Mayor Van Kerckhove opened public hearing at 7:13 pm for discussion on CIP. 
Hanover started to explain to resident what CIP means.  Council continued explanation.  Mayor 
closed public hearing at 7:16 pm. Brekke motion to pass Resolution No 092021B for the Capital 
Improvement Plan Final.  Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Mayor Van 
Kerckhove opened public hearing at 7:17 pm for discussion on amending the Future Land Use 
Map. Resident asked if there was a new map. Mayor closed public hearing 7:18 pm. Hanover 
concerned with the commercial area North of Blairs Ferry Rd to McVay Rd on North side of 
railroad tracks.  Railroad company has approached City about switching station. Past council 
hesitant about making into commercial. More discussion had. Rahe motioned to table for next 
month and to have P&Z at next meeting.  Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Rieck 
would like to have current map. Hanover motion to approve Resolution No. 092021D 28E 
Agreement Linn County Snow & Winter Maintenance.  Rieck second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nays. Motion 
carried. Hanover motioned to approve the second reading of ordinance No. 25-2021 an 
ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Palo, Iowa by amending Chapter 
165 Zoning Regulations-Fence and Hedge Regulations. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried 
(5-0). Third reading will be October 18, 2021. Brekke discussed concerns from resident about 
the difference between a security camera recording someone walking on the street vs flying a 
drone. More discussion had. Hagstrom motioned to approve the second reading of ordinance 
No. 26-2021 an ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Palo, Iowa by 
amending provision pertaining to the use of unmanned aircraft systems. Rahe second. Roll 
call. Motion carried (5-0). Third reading will be October 18, 2021. Hagstrom motion to approve 
Resolution No 092021E naming Travis Rieck as Maintenance Liaison. Hanover second. 5 Yeas, 0 
Nays.  Motion carried. Brekke motion to approve Resolution No 092021F naming Pete 
Hagstrom as Park Liaison. Rieck second.  5 Yeas, 0 Nays. Motion carried. Discussion had 
regarding stop sign at Hollenbeck Rd & Willow St.  Brekke motion to approve Resolution No 
092021G for the placement of stop signs at the intersection of Willow and Hollenbeck Rd. 
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Hanover second.  5 Yeas, 0 Nays. Motion carried. Discussion had regarding Mental Health 
Awareness 5K Run.  Mayor Van Kerckhove will check with the church to see if the run will 
interfere with church times. If not, the run will stay the same.  If the time interferes with the 
church, Mayor will call Tim Vipond to give different route regarding the Mental Health 
Awareness 5K Run. The run will start at 7 am on Sunday, October 10, 2021.  Mr. Vipond will set 
up and tear down the street closure signs.  The streets will be Clinton St-from 1st St to 2nd St. 
Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution No 092021H approving the event for the 2021 5K run.  
Hanover second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nays. Motion carried. Record Retention Policy was moved to next 
council meeting. Hanover updated council regarding Shellsburg Rd with Linn County Secondary 
Roads.  LCSR will get back to the city.  Thought City might have to pay 10%-15%.  Sittig stated 
LCSR would get back to City in the fall. Discussion had. Brekke stated the rental area was boat 
ramp parking lot not the boat ramp. Brekke also suggested to move forward making a rental 
agreement. Mayor asked council to advised him on a rental fee. More discussion had. Mayor 
Van Kerckhove was asked to write a letter from council. Council liked the letter. Hanover 
motion to send the letter to Iowa Utilities Board.  Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
Brekke asked to have council sign the letter. Watts Electric would like to rent the boat ramp for 
$200 for 6-8 weeks. Mayor open for discussion. Rahe feels rental should be one rate. Discussion 
for $1000 for Watts Electric to rent boat ramp.   Brekke motion to response to Watts Electric 
request and that the city will rent the space for $1000.  Hanover second. 5 yeas 0 Nays. Motion 
carried. agenda request from William Zeller was the ability to speak before and after agenda 
items. Mr. Zeller stated that he would like to show pictures and talk about the streets.  Mayor 
informed Zeller that streets weren’t on the agenda, but he can at the end of the agenda. 
Agenda request from Greg Rawson regarding block party. Mr. Rawson was not present.  
Discussion had.  Brekke informed council on previous party and now Rawson would like to 
move to the park. Mayor stated all the rules and permits for food venders are included; City will 
also contact Linn County Sheriff to inform them. Rahe motion to approve Mr. Rawson block 
party with no consumer fireworks. Hanover second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nays. Motion carried. Rieck 
suggested to have band in the road. Discuss had. Hagstrom motion to table the Future Star 
Court quote for $3999.98 until January 2022. Rahe second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried. 
General audience comments: Resident would like to have a liaison for roads.  He feels City 
should go check roads after they are repaired. He showed pictures for streets. He would also 
like to see the city get money back for the banners. He suggested to go to Center Point to look 
at their banners. He is still missing his books with old pictures from the library. He would like to 
donate items to the town but would like to see locked cabinets. Resident stated that she 
received a letter about the condition of her home which was destroyed by the Derecho and the 
small size of her home.  That the city wants to demolish it.  She’s not sure why there is an issue 
with property lines.  Has been here for nine years. Hanover asked where letter came from.  She 
stated from Erek the attorney. The Mayor informed council they cannot discuss.  It would need 
to be an agenda item. Resident has a question about the last road project that was just done on 
Blairs Ferry Rd and Palo Marsh Rd. She doesn’t see it in the CIP and said she knows on the 
website it states the project around Palo. She said its $540,000 at the City cost.  She is 
wondering if that is a budget item that is going to be figured in the CIP in the future.  Also, she 
states the city was awarded money through FEMA for doing a Creek Bank Stabilization Project 
that she never saw come through.  Doesn’t know if that’s something that the city decided we 
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didn’t want the funding for and not to proceed with it. Rahe asked the name of the project.  
She states mitigation FEMA funding.  A citizen received the same letter as previous resident.  He 
wanted to state that they were cleaning property up until they received the letter.  Once they 
received the then they put on hold because of the verbiage in the letter.  He doesn’t have 
copies of the letter.  It was signed by Erek Sittig, City Attorney.  He wanted to state he is the 
owner of the house; the resident is buying it from him for nine years now. Resident wants to 
speak regarding the solar issue. Solar power plant is wanting to come in and plant itself on top 
of prime American farming infrastructure.  He spoke of a family in Coggon. He read from the 
Sunday paper stating the opposing side.  People that opposed the solar project were not 
treated well and that the incident was not very civil. New/Old Council Business; Hagstrom 
updated council that a group of residents will be meeting to discuss prepping for the ice rinks. 
Hanover motion to adjourn at 8:14 pm. Rahe second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nays. Motion carried. 
Respectfully submitted, Lenna Goodale. 
 
 
 
 


