City of Palo City of Palo Regular Council Meeting January 6, 2020

The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, January 6, 2020 at the Palo Community Center in the Council
Chambers. Mayor Van Kerckhove called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following Council present:
Doug Hanover, Pete Hagstrom, Andrea Rahe, Travis Rieck, Angie Brekke. Others Present: Lenna Goodale, City
Clerk; Nancy Hildebrand, Deputy Clerk; Clark Robertson, Public Works; and Erek Sittig, City Attorney. Mayor Van
Kerckhove led those present in the pledge of allegiance. Brekke motioned for approval of the agenda. Hanover
second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).

Audience: Resident commented that the ditches look good.

Palo/Fairfax Inspector Chris Philipp: Introduced himself and gave background. Philipp will order code books to
have at City Hall for residents. Philipp would like to bring Ordinance for Code Cycle up-to-date. City has 2012 and
should be 2015. Spoke highly on Laserfische. Philipp will also be helping with P & Z and Board of Adjustment.
Philipp will go through Ordinance to decide if some permits could be eliminated. Sittig stated then would need to
go through resolution. Mayor Van Kerckhove informed Council that City would be having monthly infrastructure
meeting with Attorney, Mayor, City Engineer, City Clerk, Inspector and Public Works.

Maintenance: Robertson gave maintenance report. Mayor Van Kerckhove spoke that he and Robertson are
looking into building a ground storage tank for the water plant with HR Green and looking into a new float system
for Blairs Ferry lift station. Rahe asked if all pumps are working.

Resolution No. 010620A Transfers: Moving $452,408.30 from the Debt Service Fund to the Infrastructure Project
Fund. Transfer $307,530.00 from the Debt Service Fund to the Infrastructure Project Fund. Equipment Reserve
Fund Balance Adjustment: Transfer $86,000 from the General Fund to the Equipment Reserve fund to make fund
balance to positive (been negative since 2016). Transfer $150,000 from the Debt Service Fund to the Equipment
Reserve Fund from Truck-Tractor 2019 Bank Loan. Transfer $170,000 from the LOST Money Market account to
the LOST checking account to bring the balance to positive making total transfers and payment: $1,165,938.30.
Brekke motion to approve Resolution No. 010620A the total transfers of $1,165,938.30. Hagstrom second. Roll
call. Motion carried (5-0).

Consider Ordinance 1-2020 An ordinance amending the code of ordinances of the City of Palo, lowa, by
amending provisions pertaining to Chapter 7, Fiscal Management: Hagstrom motion to table Ordinance 1-2020
until City changes reference code instead of the full chapter. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).
Resolution No. 010620B Linn County Sheriff Contract FY 21: Brekke motion to approve Resolution No. 010620B
to increase S1 per hour to $37 for 21.75 hours per week total 87 hours per month. Hanover second. Roll call.
Motion carried (5-0).

Civic Live Website: Discussion had. No action taken with Civic Live. Brekke would like to continue with buying
domain City of Palo. Mayor Van Kerckhove will investigate the cost.

City Wide Garage Sale: Robertson will make a list of items to sell at city wide garage sale, then have Council
approve items and selling price. Rahe asked about the dates. No one has contacted the City to organizing the
event.

Maintenance Selling Mowers: Rieck motion to approve Robertson selling Toto Grandmaster 360 and Kubota ZD
331 to purchase 12 ft Back Wind for $S500 for John Deere tracker. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).
7:34 pm Hagstrom left meeting. 7:41pm Hagstrom return to meeting.

P & K Midwest Back Blade $5,609.25 and Sickle Bar Mower $4,590. Brekke motion to purchase Back Blade and
Sickle Bar Mower. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).

Cummins Block Heater $1,241.35. Hanover motion to table for Robertson to follow up with Cummins on putting
the wrong size block heater from February 2019. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).

Linn County Hwy 94 Speed Limit: Sittig suggested talking to City Engineer. Mayor Van Kerckhove will contact Jon
Bogert. Brekke feels City needs to add more signage.

Old Business: Brekke would like to move forward with Laserfische and add to January 20, 2020 agenda. Goodale
checked with Prairie Road Builders regarding seal coat on alley of Church St and Main St. No seal coat after 2013.
South side on Church St was done 2014-2015 not the alley. Prairie Road Builders will add to list for next spring.



Rieck followed up with Hildebrand to see if letter was sent out East of the Church with removing rope fence.
Hildebrand has sent letter. Rieck asked the status of 98 Dale Lee Dr. Mayor Van Kerckhove listed some of the
items that need fixed or replaced. Rahe feels that resident is trying to clean property. Sittig stated City went to
mediation. Resident has until March 1, 2020 if not, judgement against her and will be in contempt of court.
Brekke asked if letters went out to all the seniors regarding sewer rate change. Letters will go out in January
2020. Rieck asked if Hildebrand was working on sanitation companies. Hildebrand is getting quotes.

New Business: Goodale asked Council if they would like Linn County Sheriff to attend both meetings per month.
Council agreed to once a month, along with Fire Department. Rahe would like Robertson at both meetings.
Mayor Van Kerckhove and Goodale will decide if Sittig needs to attend meetings. Mayor stated that he and
Robertson have identified commercial properties that could use some cleaning up.

Motion by Hanover to adjourn, seconded by Rahe, meeting adjourned at 8:06 PM.

Respectfully submitted by, Lenna Goodale



