
City of Palo    City of Palo Regular Council Meeting                    October 19, 2020 
 
The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, October 19, 2020 at the Palo Community Center in the Council 
Chambers. Mayor Van Kerckhove called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following Council present: Doug 
Hanover, Andrea Rahe, Travis Rieck and Pete Hagstrom.  Others Present: Lenna Goodale, City Clerk; Clark Robertson, 
Public Works; and Erek Sittig, City Attorney. Mayor Van Kerckhove led those present in the pledge of allegiance. Hagstrom 
motioned for approval of the agenda. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  Hanover motioned to approve the 
consent agenda including the bill approval, DAR, Treasurer's report, Council minutes from September 21, 2020. Hagstrom 
second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  

CLAIMS REPORT   

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 

ABC DISPOSAL                   AUG TRASH & RECYCLING             8,881.70 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    6,400.93 

ANDERSON-BOGERT                ENGINEERING                       2,140.00 

BRECKE INC.                    WINTERIZE SPLASHPAD               1,221.22 

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       18,049.56 

CITY OF FAIRFAX                INSPECTOR                         2,824.60 

CONSOLIDATED ENERGY CO         CC FUEL GENERATOR                 967.21 

CUSTOM HOSE & SUPPLIES         PARKS                             50.11 

CYNTHIA STIMSON                MENTOR                            236.27 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2,708.94 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2,751.78 

EREK SITTIG                    LEGAL FEES                        1,652.00 

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.   LEGAL PUBLICATION                 160.28 

GORDON FLESCH COMPANY          LASERFICHE                        300.00 

GRAINGER                       STORAGE TANK 30 GAL               263.15 

HACH COMPANY                   CHEMICALS_WATER                   287.48 

HAWKINS, INC.                  CHEMICALS_SEWER                   2,819.25 

HEIDI HAZEN                    WATER APP REFUND                  25.00 

IMWCA                          WORKER'S COMP                     1,151.00 

IOWA DNR                       WATER USE FEE FY21                95.00 

IOWA PRISON INDUSTRIES         STREET SIGNS                      51.40 

IOWA WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT     UNEMPLOYMENT                      458.72 

ITS PHONES/PHONE TREE                 9,332.40 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           THEISEN'S                         700.03 

KEYSTONE LABORATORIES          TESTING                           177.00 

KOCH BROTHERS                  COPIES                            171.70 

LENNA GOODALE                  REISSUE REIMB CHECK               225.17 

LINN CO SHERIFF                POLICE 261 HRS                    9,657.00 

LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     191.44 

MENARDS                        SUPPLIES                          139.87 

MUNICIPAL SUPPLY, INC.         METERS                            5,517.00 

MUNSON ELECTRIC INC            T/S PUMP ISSUE-WATER PLNT         1,474.72 

P & K MIDWEST                  CHIPPER/BROOM/GRAPPLE             25,681.67 

PALO COOP.                     PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                890.26 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              09-2020 CLERICAL                  35.00 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              ACH FEE NSF                       3.00 

PLUMB SUPPLY COMPANY           SOAP DISP - CC                    53.01 



PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL        MAINT BLDG                        80.25 

PRAIRIE ROAD BUILDERS, INC.    2020 SEAL COAT PROGRAM            15,902.90 

RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      2,283.94 

REPUBLIC COMPANIES             METAL SIGN STAKES                 2,784.00 

ROTO-ROOTER                    CEDAR RIVER DR/CEDAR BEND         2,887.50 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE     SALES TAX                         522.00 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE     WET                               3,150.00 

UHS PREMIUM BILLING            HEALTH INSURANCE 2,287.91 

UMB BANK                       GO BOND 2019B                     1,200.00 

US BANK                        092020 STATEMENT                  874.68 

US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           348.00 

WENDLING QUARRIES, INC.        WATER PLANT STONE                 53.60 

WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    230.86 

Accounts Payable Total           140,350.51 

Total Paid On: 10/02/20             7,618.21 

Total Paid On: 10/16/20             7,599.12 

Total Payroll Paid                  15,217.33 

***** REPORT TOTAL *****         155,567.84 

September 2020 Revenue   

General Fund 17,622.59  

Road Use Fund 14,570.95  

L.O.S.T. 11,906.07  

TIF Fund 47.59  

Water Fund 20,402.21  

Sewer Fund 35,984.51  

Total Revenue: 100,533.92  

   

September 2020 Expenses   

General Fund 39,522.50  

Road Use Fund 11,719.60  

Employee Benefits  5,213.28  

Water Fund 8,938.47  

Sewer Fund 50,854.38  

Total Expenses: 116,248.23  
 
No one present for Linn County Sheriff. Audience Comments: No discussion 
Robertson gave department reports. HR Green will start pilot study at the water treatment plant. Starting to repair 
culverts on 1st St. Mulch delivered to parks, getting equipment ready for snow. Street signs ordered. Will be fixing four 
spots on Blairs Ferry Rd.  Snowplow from red truck is getting fixed. Jeff Gibbons gave report for Fire Department had 102 
calls. Repairs have started on building. Hagstrom motioned to approve laptop for $619.99 and printer $399.99. Hanover 
second.  Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Hanover approve to appointed Jordan Lattner to be on the Board of Park and 
Recreation.  Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Hanover motioned to approve the second reading of Watson 
Commercial Park Ordinance No. 15-2020 ,an Ordinance Amending the Palo Code of Ordinances of 2008, of The City of 
Palo, Iowa, by Amending the Official Zoning Map and Zoning District Boundaries of The City of Palo, Iowa, By Designating 
the Zoning Classification of Certain Properties, now known as Lots 7, 8, and 9 Watson Commercial Park in the City of Palo, 



Linn County Iowa. From C-1, Highway Commercial District to M-2, Heavy Industrial District. Rieck second. Roll call. Motion 
carried (4-0). Table third reading for November 16, 2020. Discussion had. Hagstrom motioned to approve CiNTAS 36-
month contract for City Hall $191.53, Fire Department & Water Treatment $48.23, Public Works $66.65 per week to start 
up, and five First Aid $1,929.03 for a one-time set up fee; and to remove one First Aid kit from Zeller Park.  Rieck second. 
Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had.  Hagstrom motioned to approve the first reading of the Disaster Utilities 
Ordinance No. 19-2020, an Ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Palo, Iowa, By Amending Section 
Related to Late Fees for Utility Account. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Hanover motioned to suspend 
requirement for three readings of Ordinance No. 19-2020. Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Hanover motion to 
approve the final passage and adoption with respect to Ordinance No. 19-2020 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF 
ORDIINANCES OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY AMENDING SECTIONS RELATING TO LATE FEES FOR UTILITY ACCOUNTS. 
Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had. Goodale will add to CIP. Rahe motion to table 1st St. 
Pavement Reconstruction Project until the next round of funding. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  
Robertson discussed the replacement pump for the Water Tower. Rieck motion to approve the rebuild high service pump 
from Iowa Pump Works for $6,849.59 in the water tower.  Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had 
on Derecho clean up. Nuisance letters will be sent regarding widow-makers in trees.  Council agrees residents need to 
remove them. Discussion had on Community Center rentals. Goodale stated they are going well.  $25 COVID-19 clean-up 
is in place. Council will revisit next month.  Rahe motioned to continue following the COVID -19 rental process for another 
month. Hagstrom second.  Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Mayor Van Kerckhove explained P&K Derecho Equipment were 
items that City purchased for clean-up after the Derecho in the amount of $25,450 during emergency proclamation.  
Rieck motioned of the approval in the amount of $25,450 for Derecho equipment clean up. Rahe seconded. Roll call. 
Motion carried (4-0). Rahe motioned to approve Hawkeye Communication contract in the amount of $497 Fire 
Department and $557 City Hall for fire alarm inspection and monitoring.  Hanover seconded. Roll call. Motion Carried (4-
0). Discussion had on well one, well two and alternating between the two with Northway Well & Pump. Rieck motioned to 
approve Northway Well & Pump $3,580. Hanover seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had on Cummins 
Sales & Service $2,534.72. Council decided to table at this time. Hagstrom motioned to approve Resolution No. 101920A 
appointing Angie Brekke council member for propose items for the City’s budget and delegating authority.  Rahe 
seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  Hagstrom motioned to approve the COVID-19 Waiver contract for Community 
Center.  Rieck seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Rieck motioned to approve a used snowplow with the surplus 
from the city vehicle in the amount of $3,000. Hanover seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Old business: Rieck 
mentioned the new phone system is confusing.  Hanover agreed. Goodale explain the phone tree. Council would like to 
add City Hall as an option. New business: Hagstrom would like to have background check on all City volunteers.  Goodale 
will add to November’s agenda.  Hanover mentioned would like to see grant funding for City and residents.  Mayor Van 
Kerckhove stated that if Council finds any grants to let City Hall know and they would write the grant.  Rieck would like to 
see signs installed for “jake braking”.  Robertson will look into getting signs. Hanover motioned to Adjourn at 7:56 pm. 
Rahe seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Respectfully submitted, Lenna Goodale 


