
City of Palo    City of Palo Regular Council Meeting                    November 16, 2020 
 
The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, November 16, 2020 at the Palo Community Center in the Council 
Chambers. In order to help stop the spread of the COVID-19 virus, this council meeting of the Palo City Council was held 
electronically. Chapter 21.8 of the Iowa Code does permit an electronic meeting where all members participate 
remotely when an in-person meeting is impossible or impractical, which is certainly true during this crisis. On March 19, 
2020, Governor Reynolds issued a Proclamation of Disaster Emergency which included a suspension of Iowa laws that 
would prevent the use of electronic meetings or the limitation on the number of people present at an in-person meeting 
site.  The agenda and the City’s social media had this message posted more than 24 hours in advance to give instructions 
on how others could participate in the meeting: Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the City of Palo will be holding city council 
meeting electronically via a conference call. If you would like to participate, just before the meeting start time, you must 
call 1-978-990-5000 and enter this access code: 705258. Only staff are allowed in City Hall. Mayor Van Kerckhove called 
the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following Council present: Angie Brekke, Doug Hanover.  Andrea Rahe, Travis 
Rieck and Pete Hagstrom were participating electronically.  Other city staff present was Nancy Hildebrand, Deputy Clerk; 
Cynthia Stimson, Fairfax City Clerk & Palo Mentor.  Other staff participating over the phone were Clark Robertson, Public 
Works; and Erek Sittig, City Attorney. Mayor Van Kerckhove led those present in the pledge of allegiance. Hanover 
motioned for approval of the agenda. Brekke seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  Brekke motioned to approve the 
consent agenda including the bill approval, DAR, Treasurer's report, and council minutes from October 19, 2020; and 
Brogan’s Liquor License. Hanover seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). 
 

CLAIMS REPORT   
VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 

ABC DISPOSAL                   SOLID WASTE                       8,744.40  

ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    1,970.59  

ANDERSON-BOGERT                ENGINEERING                       10,194.75  

ANDREW LUTTER                  FIRE DEPT COMP&PRINTER            1,091.38  

BRECKE INC.                    CITY HALL OFFICE A/C              1,997.56  

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       15,047.98  

CITY OF FAIRFAX                INSPECTOR                         4,428.52  

CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT        MUN INFRACTION FILING             60.00  

CONSOLIDATED ENERGY CO         FUEL                              1,386.02  

CR/LC SOLID WASTE AGENCY       SOLID WASTE                       909.16  

CYNTHIA STIMSON                MENTOR                            554.05  

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2,838.28  

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2,396.48  

ELITE FIRE SPRINKLER SYST      CC VALVE REPLACEMT                515.00  

EREK SITTIG                    LEGAL FEES                        1,943.00  

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.   LEGAL PUBLICATION                 349.47  

GORDON FLESCH COMPANY          LASERFICHE 65.00  

GWORKS                         2021 LICENSE&AGREEMENT            6,028.66  

HACH COMPANY                   CHEMICALS_WATER                   370.97  

HAWKINS, INC.                  CHEMICALS_SEWER                   505.40  

IMWCA                          WORKER'S COMP                     1,151.00  

IOWA PRISON INDUSTRIES         STREET SIGNS                      4,797.40  

IOWA PUMP WORKS                PUMP REPAIR                       6,536.90  

IPERS                          IPERS                             5,066.93  

IPERS                          ADJUSTMENT                        0.04  

INFRASTRUCTURE TECHNOLOGY SOLU MONTHLY COMPUTER MGMT             465.45  

JOHN ZLABEK                    REIMBURSE FF BOOK                 78.30  

KENWOOD RECORDS MGT            RECYCLE BIN                       64.96  



KEYSTONE LABORATORIES          TESTING                           81.00  

KOCH BROTHERS                  COPIES                            194.59  

LENNA GOODALE                  REISSUE REIMB CHECK               66.03  

LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     209.23  

MENARDS                        STREET MAINT                      299.19  

MUNSON ELECTRIC INC            CC SIGN                           1,597.29  

MUNSON ELECTRIC INC            CHLORINATOR MAINT                 760.00  

OFFICE EXPRESS                 SUPPLIES                          96.08  

PALO AUTO REPAIR               MOTORCRAFT BATTERY                159.22  

PALO COOP.                     PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                874.12  

PALO SAVINGS BANK              10-2020 CLERICAL                  35.00  

PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL        PEST CONTROL                      75.00  

RALSTON CONSTRUCTION           CULVERT WORK                      20,100.00  

RALSTON CONSTRUCTION           DERECHO REPAIR                    138,306.95  

RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      2,060.43  

RELIANCE STANDARD              LIFE INSURANCE                    104.60  

ROTO-ROOTER                    JETTER                            660.00  

STOREY KENWORTHY               CHECKS & BILLS                    801.30  

UHS PREMIUM BILLING            HEALTH INSURANCE 2,287.91  

US BANK                        OCT STATEMENT                     118.40  

US CELLULAR                    CELL PHONE                        498.04  

US CELLULAR                    CELL PHONE                        249.04  

US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           348.00  

USA BLUEBOOK                   WATER                             535.09  

USA BLUEBOOK                   WATER O/M                         103.94  

WENDLING QUARRIES, INC.        STONE                             65.88  

WEST SIDE AGENCY INC           RENEWAL                           180.00  

WESTECH ENGINEERING, INC.      PAKTOR PILOR-WATER                3,000.00  

WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    92.02  

Accounts Payable Total           253,516.00  

Total Paid On: 10/30/20             8,187.39  

Total Paid On: 11/13/20             6,745.66  

Total Payroll Paid                  14,933.05  

***** REPORT TOTAL *****         268,449.05  

October 2020   

General Fund  259,461.50 

Road Use Fund  51,550.68 

Employee Benefits  26,834.95 

Emergerncy Fund  5,687.84 

L.O.S.T.  46,941.96 

TIF Fund  80,205.43 

Debt Service Fund  57,888.65 

Water Fund  77,852.68 

Sewer Fund  147,779.92 

Total Revenue:  754,203.61 

   

October 2020   



General Fund  85,986.71 

Road Use Fund  11,522.26 

Employee Benefits   8,296.77 

Debt Service Fund  1,200.00 

Infrastructure Projects Fund  15,902.90 

Water Fund  26,145.24 

Sewer Fund  27,048.06 

Total Expenses:  176,101.94 
No one present for Linn County Sheriff. Audience Comments: No discussion. Bill Zeller submitted various items of 
interest that will be thought about and talked about going into Spring of 2021. Fire Department submitted their report 
electronically.  Jeff Gibbons was approved by Council as Palo Fire Chief.  Robertson of the Maintenance Department 
gave report. The maintenance department has transitioned over to winter in getting the snow plows ready; recently 
received back-ordered bolts for various city street signs; Thompson Drive street signs were installed; Brekke asked about 
procedure for doing a drive-through of the city to take inventory of damaged or missing signs. Robertson confirmed that 
a drive-through was done of all the city streets. One sign order was put in; another sign order will soon be put in.  Brekke 
mentioned she noticed the reflectors are being installed on the fire hydrants; Brekke mentioned that people in the area 
have downed Alliant poles; Stimson mentioned each community has their own liaison; Robertson will contact our Alliant 
representative, Joel, to communicate those concerns. Maggie of Speer Financial discussed the TIF Report via the 
meeting electronically. Brekke motioned to approve Resolution 111620A approving the Annual Urban Renewal Report 
for FY 2019-2020. Hanover seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Brekke motioned to approve Resolution 111620B 
approving the TIF Certification Forms for the FY 2022 taxes. Hanover seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Brekke 
motioned to approve Resolution 111620C Authorizing the Transfer of Funds for the Payment of Debt Interest and Fees 
Due December 1, 2020. Hanover seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  Brekke motioned to approve Resolution 
111620D to approve a Fraud Report Policy. Seconded by Hanover. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Brekke motioned to 
approve Resolution 111620E approving the Purchasing Policy.  Hanover seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  Brekke 
motioned to approve Resolution 111620F approving an Identity Theft Prevention Policy. Hanover seconded. Roll call. 
Motion carried (5-0).  The conference call was restarted due to technical difficulties at 7:18 pm. Roll call was taken for a 
second time at 7:20 pm. Ordinance No. 10-2020 An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances, of the City of Palo, 
Iowa, By Amending Provisions Pertaining to Sewer Rates was motioned by Brekke to table this until a 2nd workshop can 
be arranged. Rahe seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  Brekke motioned to approve the third and final reading of 
Watson Commercial Park Ordinance No. 15-2020, An Ordinance Amending the Palo Code of Ordinances of 2008, of 
The City of Palo, Iowa, by Amending the Official Zoning Map and Zoning District Boundaries of The City of Palo, Iowa, 
By Designating the Zoning Classification of Certain Properties, now known as Lots 7, 8, and 9 Watson Commercial Park 
in the City of Palo, Linn County Iowa. From C-1, Highway Commercial District to M-2, Heavy Industrial District. 
Hanover seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Hanover motioned to close the Palo Community Center including 
rentals due to the current Covid numbers. Discussion had to revisit this topic at the next City Council meeting on 
December 21st. Rahe seconded. Motion carried (3-2) Hagstrom and Brekke voted NO.  City Volunteer Background 
Checks to be performed on key volunteer positions. Brekke motioned. Hanover seconded.  Roll call. Motion carried (5-
0).  Cummins maintenance agreement on generators for approve up to $2,534.72.  Hanover motioned. Seconded by 
Brekke. Roll call.  Motion carried (5-0). Rieck would like an item added to next month’s city council meeting that adds 
the Fire Department generator maintenance.  Hagstrom motioned to install CiNTAS AED  (Automated External 
Defibrilator) in December 2020 for $109 per month. Seconded by Hanover. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  Hanover left 
chambers at 7:56 pm and returned at 7:58 pm. Discussion had on Cedar Rapids Metro Public Library and how it relates 
to Palo residents being unable to use the CRMPL. Palo City Hall will reach out to the Cedar Rapids School District to see if 
there are other alternatives for Palo Residents.  Hagstrom motioned to have a Freedom Rock at Zeller Memorial Park as 
presented by Eldon Keller. Details for the location would be discussed behind home plate on the North lighted ball 
diamond. Hagstrom will help with planning and placement. Brekke seconded.  Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
The Linn County Snapshot Derecho was discussed. Compiled information from Linn County that shows how they worked 
together with FEMA and shows where the damage was.  Brekke motioned Resolution 111620G to increase NSF charges 
to $40.  Palo Bank is increasing this to $35.  Andrea seconded.  Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Brekke motioned 
Resolution 111620H to set the Full-time Employee starting wage maximum at $18.00/per hour for a Public Works I 
position beginning November 30, 2020 and applicable benefits per December 22, 2009 adopted Personnel Policy and 



Procedure Manual including updates on May 19, 2014. Seconded by Hanover. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Brekke 
motioned Resolution 111620I to set the Part-time Employee starting wage maximum to $13.50/per hour for a Seasonal 
Park Time Public Works position effective November 30, 2020 and applicable benefits per December 22, 2009 adopted 
Personnel Policy and Procedure Manual including updates on May 19, 2014. Seconded by Hanover. Roll call. Motion 
carried (5-0). Hagstrom motioned to Adjourn at 8:23 pm. Brekke seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  
Respectfully submitted, Nancy Hildebrand 
 
 


