
City of Palo    City of Palo Ordinance Workshop Council Meeting                       December 6, 2021 
 
 
The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, December 6,2021 at the City of Palo Council Chambers. Mayor Eric Van Kerckhove 
called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Council members also attending the meeting were Angie 
Brekke, Andrea Rahe, Doug Hanover, and Travis Rieck. Pete Hagstrom was absent. Other city staff present was Nancy Hildebrand, 
Deputy City Clerk; Chris Philipp, Building Official; Clark Robertson, Public Works; and Erek Sittig, City Attorney.  
 
Hanover motioned for approval of the agenda. Rahe seconded. Roll call. 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had on 
Ordinance Chapter 147, Rental Housing Regulations – Unsafe Homes. Linn County has regulations for property maintenance. Mayor Van 
Kerckhove asked the City Attorney Sittig if we needed to adopt those regulations and put with the City of Palo’s code to make them the 
same.  Sittig stated an ordinance on an International Property Maintenance code has a health board policy that goes along with the 
code that Linn County enforces. Because the City of Palo doesn’t have a health board, we would have to essentially adopt their health 
board policy as part of our property maintenance code. City Attorney Sittig continued stating that the City of Palo could then have a 28E 
Agreement to have those services provided. Brekke motioned to move forward with moving forward with discussed suggestions. 
Seconded by Rahe. Roll call. 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0). City Attorney Sittig is going to keep working on this document for 
review at the next City Council special meeting to be determined. Building Official, Chris Philipp stated his thoughts to leave the rental 
inspections as they are throughout the year as their rental inspections become due.  
 
Ordinance Chapter 123 regarding House Movers was discussed to increase the insurance coverage requirements.  
Westside Insurance is recommending a contractor carry limits of at least $1,000,000 (one million dollars) per occurrence; and 
$2,000,000 (two million dollars) aggregate. Ordinance Chapter 135.09 regarding Street Use and Maintenance was also discussed to 
increase the insurance coverage requirements for a contractor carrying limits of at least $1,000,000 (one million dollars) per 
occurrence; and $2,000,000 (two million dollars) aggregate. Ordinance Chapter 152.08 regarding Culvert Regulations was discussed and 
will be updated with SUDAS information. Ordinance Chapters 155 – 159 were reviewed. Section 155.03 Minimum Building Elevations 
City Engineer Sittig suggested that we look into what other communities are doing and to check with the City Engineer, Michelle 
Cheever regarding engineering certification.Ordinance Chapters 35, 146, 159 were reviewed by the Palo Fire Department. There was 
discussion about Junior Firefighter course. Clark will contact the Fire Department and find out more information for a future meeting.  
Ordinance Chapter 165 was reviewed for the changes P&Z recommended. Ordinance Chapters 166 and 170 were not discussed. They 
will be reviewed at a future date to be determined. There was no New/Old business. Motioned by Brekke to adjourn. Seconded by 
Hanover. Roll call. 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0).  Meeting adjourned at 8:08 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Nancy Hildebrand 
 


