
City of Palo    City of Palo Special Council Meeting                    December 10, 2020 
 
 
A special meeting by the Palo City Council was held Thursday, December 10, 2020.  In order to help stop the 
spread of the COVID-19 virus, this council meeting of the Palo City Council was held electronically. Chapter 21.8 
of the Iowa Code does permit an electronic meeting where all members participate remotely when an in-person 
meeting is impossible or impractical, which is certainly true during this crisis. On March 19, 2020, Governor 
Reynolds issued a Proclamation of Disaster Emergency which included a suspension of Iowa laws that would 
prevent the use of electronic meetings or the limitation on the number of people present at an in-person 
meeting site.  
 
The agenda and the City’s social media had this message posted more than 24 hours in advance to give 
instructions on how others could participate in the meeting: Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the City of Palo will be 
holding city council meeting electronically via a conference call. If you would like to participate, just before the 
meeting start time, you must call 1-978-990-5000 and enter this access code: 705258. Only staff are allowed in 
City Hall.   
 
Mayor Van Kerckhove called the meeting to order over the phone at 4:00 PM and led the pledge of allegiance.  
Council members also attending the meeting over the phone were Andrea Rahe, Doug Hanover, and Pete 
Hagstrom.  Council member Angie Brekke attended the meeting in-person.  Other city staff present was Nancy 
Hildebrand, Deputy City Clerk.   
 
Discussion regarding the reopening of the Community Center Gym took place. Brekke motioned to reopen the 
Palo Community Center gym rentals with respect for any rental to follow the Governor’s proclamation and 
guidelines set forth by the Iowa Department of Public Health. Hagstrom seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). 
Hanover motioned to adjourn the meeting. Brekke seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  Meeting adjourned 
at 4:07 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, Nancy Hildebrand 
 

 

 

 


