
City of Palo   City of Palo Regular Council Meeting                                December 19 ,2022 
 
The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, December 19, 2022, at the Palo Community Center in the Council Chambers. Mayor Van 
Kerckhove led those present in the pledge of allegiance then called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following council present: Andrea Rahe, 
Angie Brekke and Kendra Klooster.  Jen Welton, and Pete Hagstrom were on the phone. Others Present: Lenna Goodale, City Clerk; Clark Robertson, 
Public Works; Dan Morgan, City Attorney; Michelle Cheever, City Engineer. Mayor Van Kerckhove swore in newly elected official Kendra Klooster for 
council member. Brekke motioned for approval of the agenda. Rahe second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0). Welton motioned to approve the 
consent agenda. Hagstrom second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0).   

CLAIMS REPORT   

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 

ABC DISPOSAL SYSTEMS, INC      DEC SOLID WASTE                   10,303.03 

ALLEGRA                        LOCATE SIGNS                      118.75 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    4,745.87 

ALLISON GROFF                  OCT TRAINING                      59.00 

ALTORFER INC                   GENERATOR                         1,892.44 

ANDERSON-BOGERT                ENGINEERING                       12,131.49 

BRECKE INC.                    HVAC                              750.00 

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       13,739.04 

CINTAS CORPORATION             CITY HALL                         1,024.08 

CITY OF FAIRFAX                INSPECTOR                         3,389.80 

CLARK ROBERTSON                MILEAGE                           29.50 

CROELL REDI-MIX, INC.          SAND                              138.92 

CYNTHIA STIMSON                MENTOR 78.20 

DELTA DENTAL OF IOWA           DENTAL INSURANCE                  175.60 

DELTA DENTAL OF IOWA           DENTAL INSURANCE                  29.30 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2,812.46 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2,895.90 

FIRE SERVICE TRAINING BUREAU   FIRE DEPARTMENT 434.92 

FUTURE LINE TRUCK EQUIPMENT    PLOW EDGE                         2,167.01 

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.   LEGAL PUBLICATION                 352.67 

GORDON FLESCH COMPANY INC.     LASERFICHE 194.00 

HAWKEYE FIRE & SAFETY CO       FIRE DEPT                         556.70 

HAWKINS, INC.                  CHEMICALS_SEWER                   436.20 

IMWCA                          WORKER'S COMP                     2,612.00 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE     WET TAXES NOV                     181.30 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE     WET TAX                           980.82 

IOWA ONE CALL                  LOCATES                           24.30 

IOWA PUMP WORKS INC.           PUMP REPAIR                       2,806.34 

IPERS                          IPERS                             3,834.40 

IPERS                          IPERS                             -0.01 

ITS TECHNOLOGY 494.05 

JEFF GIBBONS                   MEMBERSHIP                        374.00 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           SUPPLIES                          104.91 

KENWOOD RECORDS MGT INC.       RECYCLE BIN                       15.00 

KOCH OFFICE GROUP INC.         COPIER 243.52 

LEDGENDS STEEL MFG             SICKLE REPAIR                     2,160.00 

LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     219.48 

LINN COUNTY TREASURER          BRIDGE INSPECTION                 530.00 

LINOH2O LLC                    WATER REPAIR                      500.00 

LYNCH DALLAS PC                LEGAL FEES                        3,110.50 

MENARDS SOUTH INC.             SUPPLIES                          352.66 

MICROBAC LABORATORIES INC      WATER TEST                        95.00 



MIKE LEAVEN                    MASK LENS                         135.00 

MUNSON ELECTRIC INC            HEATER REPAIR                     500.00 

NETOM ENTERPRISES CORPERATION  CH DOOR REPAIR                    795.00 

NIC SERVICE LLC                CC DEVICE                         100.00 

PALO COMMUNICATIONS            PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                541.54 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              LOAN PAYMENT                      16,050.00 

PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL INC.   WATER                             84.25 

RALSTON CONSTRUCTION INC.      WELCOME SIGNS                     789.70 

RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      1,719.16 

REPUBLIC COMPANIES             SUPPLIES                          971.00 

SCHMINKE EQUIPMENT LLC         SAND                              190.00 

IOWA FINANCE AUTHORITY         DEBT PAYMENT                      19,521.25 

STATE CHEMICAL SOLUTIONS       CHEMICALS_SEWER                   1,599.99 

TRANE U.S. INC                 HVAC                              431.50 

TRUENORTH COMPANIES, LC        INSURANCE                         273.00 

UHS PREMIUM BILLING            HEALTH INSURANCE 2,732.81 

UMB BANK                       2019A INTEREST                    4,920.00 

UMB BANK                       2012 INTEREST                     11,882.50 

UMB BANK                       2015 INTEREST                     6,757.50 

UMB BANK                       2019B INTEREST                    3,210.00 

US BANK                        SUPPLIES                          4,248.41 

US CELLULAR                    CELL PHONE                        333.94 

US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           313.00 

USA BLUEBOOK                   WATER TESTING                     300.00 

VIKING INDUSTRIAL PAINTIG      WT MAINT                          4,952.00 

WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    613.65 

ZIPPY'S SALT BARN, LLC         ICE MELT                          2,580.24 

Accounts Payable Total           163,638.59 

Total Paid On: 11/25/22             8,945.58 

Total Paid On: 12/09/22             8,292.94 

Total Payroll Paid                  17,238.52 

***** REPORT TOTAL *****         180,877.11 

GENERAL                           45,232.50 

ROAD USE                          17,883.35 

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS                 3,611.32 

DEBT SERVICE                      42,820.00 

INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS           4,810.74 

WATER                             23,856.15 

SEWER                             42,663.05 

TOTAL FUNDS                       180,877.11 

   

November 2022   

General Fund 31,412.59  

Road Use 15,303.21  

Employee Benefits 839.13  

TIF 14,044.14  

Debt Service 18,207.82  

Water Fund 18,034.81  

Sewer Fund 42,017.00  

Total Revenue: 139,858.70  



   

General Fund 74,091.28  

Road Use Fund 16,826.30  

Employee Benefits  4,988.31  

TIF 11,787.50  

Debt Service 39,492.50  

Infrastructure Project 12,879.76  

Water Fund 22,265.64  

Sewer Fund 38,316.90  

Total Expenses: 220,648.19  
 
 
Linn County Sheriff was not present.  No discussion had.  
Mayor Van Kerckhove open agenda related audience comment at 6:33 pm.  No discussion. Mayor closed comment period at 6:34 pm. 
 
Goodale gave clerk report, 59 penalties, 18 courtesy calls, 3 shut offs, 2 nuisance letters. Staff submitted two grants for the welcome to Palo signs 
and the new banners. Will be working on Christmas lights and possible shed for city hall grants. Half of the rental property registrations have been 
turned in and paid for 2023.  4 rental properties are out of compliance.  Staff called surrounding cities for bulk water rates. Yard waste is done until 
April 2023. This is the end of the month, quarter, and of the year with lots of reporting. Soup with Santa was December 4. Still working with FEMA for 
the Derecho storm.  Allison was a great help while Goodale was gone. Goodale asked council to email dates for budget and ordinance workshop in 
January.  
 
Robertson gave maintenance report. Plows are ready. Getting quotes for budget items. Working on water plant generator.  The welcome signs are 
installed. Salt and sand have been mixed and delivered.  Robertson attended water class at Kirkwood. He is waiting for DNR to test out.  Ellis Road 
manhole lid was fixed.  Three flow meters are bad at the water plant and is working on getting quotes. Robertson found a water leak inside a house 
from a water softener. Brekke stated the team appreciates the time looking at high water consumption and notifying the residence as a courtesy.  
 
James Seely gave fire department report. November had 11 calls. 1 medical, 1 vehicle, 1 gas, 1 fire, and 1 rescue. So far in December they’ve had 10 
calls.  December department did their annual fruit baskets.  42 baskets were made and delivered to the widows and widowers.  Half inside Palo 
limits.  
 
Mayor gave report. Linn County has put together a renewable energy advisory committee that the mayor will be a part of.  
Community: Trail system phases with limestone is moving forward. Communicating with Linn County Conservation about connecting HWY 100 bridge 
to Palo’s connector trail (as soon as built).  Parks: Memorial Park will need some investment for safety reasons come this spring.  18 Hole Disc Golf 
Course almost ready for fundraising. The goal to be low/no cost to Palo. Anderson Bogert working on a rendering of City’s “vision” for parks which 
will help with grant writing. Water: Groundwater Storage tank study and grant funding requests still moving forward. HR Green is looking at the cost 
estimating stage. The updated project cost is 3 million from the 1 million a couple years ago. Sewer: Waiting on Cedar Rapids for the 
wastewater/annexation agreement. Wastewater sulfide levels remain low. Waiting on Cedar Rapids to get video footage to determine damage and 
estimated repairs. LMI Program: Would like council to review the LMI program for 2023 if there are more options to help residents.  
 
Jacklyn Gillen with Kirkwood spoke regarding EMS course. Kirkwood is now offering EMS course on-line to help volunteers that have full time jobs 
that can’t attend during work hours. These on-line courses are held January through May. 
 
Agenda request at 305 Vinton St. Resident Christina Rasmussen asked council to extend timeframe until December 31, 2022. Hagstrom asked when 
letters were mailed out. Brekke stated the first letter was in May 2022, second were court documents filed in September 2022 and the most recent 
was mailed in November 2022. Brekke asked if the appliances are still outside. Rasmussen stated they are but will be moved to the tailer for the 
dump. Klooster asked Rasmussen if there were any resources, she would need for contacting people that can help haul stuff away.  Rasmussen stated 
she has a trailer but not a truck.  Welton asked for clarify that the city had a hard time serving the occupants.  Morgan stated that yes, the property 
contract seller was difficult to serve.  Rasmussen was not. Welton stated in her opinion that she is not willing to give any more time. She feels ample 
time has been given to complete this and not sure one more week is going to accomplish her request.  Welton said there is a lot that has not been 
done thus far.  She feels getting down to the wire then resident will continue to ask for extensions.  Welton is not in favor for adding another 
extension or extending the time. Rahe motion to approve the request to extend until December 31, 2022. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried 
(5-0).   
 
Agenda request Cub Scout Pack. Brekke motion to provide Cub Scout Pack 87 the use of the community center on February 11, 2023. Rahe second. 5 
Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0).   
 
Rahe motion to pass Resolution 121922A to appoint Michelle Walker to Park & Rec. Brekke second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0).   
Brekke motion to pass Resolution 121922B to appoint Ben Rusnak to the Park & Rec board. Rahe second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0).   
 
Brekke motion to approve Resolution 121922C to appoint Morgan Scheer to Park & Rec board. Rahe second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0).   
 
Brekke motion to open the public hearing for real estate lot 10. Rahe second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0).  Public hearing open at 6:52 pm. No 



discussion.  Brekke motion to close public hearing. Rahe second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0).  Public hearing closed at 6:53 pm. No discussion. 
Brekke motion to approve Resolution 121922D authorizing the sale of property for Lot 10 on Main St. Rahe second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-
0).   
 
Discussion had regarding 2 hr. minimum on emergencies calls. Brekke motion to approve Resolution 121922E regarding the 2-hr. minimum on 
emergency or unplanned calls for service for city employees and for the two hours to count as time worked. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-
0).   
 
Brekke motion to pass the first reading of Ordinance No 49-2022 amending Chapter 161 Design and Specification Standards to SUDAS. Rahe second. 
5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0).   
 
Some discussion had on TIF % for development.  Cheever stated that she worked with Maggie at Speer Financial on the TIF policy guidelines. Brekke 
motion to table Resolution 121922F TIF % for Development for input from Dorsey and Whitney. Rahe second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0).   
  
Klooster asked how new fees are comparable to other cities. Cheever stated that she based the rates from Marion but looked at Fairfax and other 
cities. Hagstrom asked if the developer would be paying these fees. More discussion had. Rahe motion to approve Resolution 121922G Planning & 
Development fee schedule. Hagstrom second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0).   
 
Deputy Reuter with Linn County Sheriff gave sheriff report. Met required hours and had 48 calls.  
 
Some discussion had on public purpose for purchases. Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution 121922H Public Purpose for Purchases not to exceed 
over $100 per month. Brekke second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0). Klooster asked to make comment. She stated the point of the budget is, its 
money to use but not to be exhausted every month. Proof of detailed receipt, date, time, and function would be needed.  Goodale explain that the 
resolution is for the purpose of the auditors. This would also be used for volunteers during a disaster and that the city has provided drinks for city 
events in the pasted.  
 
Considering Ordinance No. 44-2022 An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Palo, Iowa, By Amending Provisions Pertaining to 
Water Rates. Brekke mentioned a flyer to understanding your bill has been provided for audience.   Welton asked Cheever if she has received the 
cost from Cedar Rapids to fix the pipes.  Cheever stated no, she met with Cedar Rapids, and they are waiting for Roto Rooter to video.  Cedar Rapids 
believe there is damage to the pipe past the manhole that the city dumps into. Cedar Rapids needs to determine the extent of the damage.  Welton 
wanted it noted that she is in favor of the $50,000 - $75,000 in reserves considering, the city doesn’t have the bill from Cedar Rapids and the city is 
already spending $5,000 on the cameras. The city has exhausted the reserves that city is putting into place. Hagstrom asked Cheever if there was a 
timeframe to receive the cost from Cedar Rapids as to what type of damage the city would have to pay.  Cheever was hoping to have the video back 
last week. She stated it will take time to determine the damage and if the pipes need to be replaced or lined.  Cheever explained, the city is set to 
review the new rates in July. If rates are implemented now, the city has six months to start building the reserve to help pay for repairs. Klooster asked 
the city is increasing the rates to build the reserves, but the reserves are going all to repairs.  When is the city going to be out of the red? Cheever 
replied that’s a good question, one repair on the sewer system last year cost over $60,000 and the city has opted to build in $25,000 in reserves. 
Brekke stated that the calculations for the increase did have some repair cost built in. Council discussed new rates will go into effect January 1, 2023 
and will be billed February 20, 2023. Welton stated she is fine moving forward with the $25,000 knowing that the city will need to review in six 
months and the reserve should be for replacement of infrastructure. Hagstrom motion to approve Ordinance No. 44-2022 for the third reading 
pertaining to water rates. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Brekke motion to approve the final passage and adoption with respect to 
Ordinance No. 44-2022 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO WATER RATES. Hagstrom second. Roll Call. Motion carried (5-
0). 

 
Consider Ordinance No 45-2022 An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Palo, Iowa, By Amending Provisions Pertaining to 
Sewer Rates. Brekke motion to approve the third reading of Ordinance No. 45-2022 regarding the sewer rates. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried 
(5-0). Brekke motion to approve the final passage and adoption with respect to Ordinance No. 45-2022 AN ORDINANCE BY AMENDING THE 
PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO SEWER RATE.  Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  
 
Council looked over the water/sewer brochure and agree to be mailed on Wednesday December 21, 2022.  
 
Council question Palo in the Park at Zeller Park. Goodale will verify with WLCG if Palo in the Park will be held at Clymer Park. Brekke motion to 
approve WLCG yearly dates and events for 2023. Rahe second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0).   
 
Mayor Van Kerckhove opens the general audience comments at 7:34 pm.  No discussion. Mayor closed comments at 7:35 pm. 
 
New/old business; Mayor welcomed Kendra Klooster. Hagstrom asked Robertson if anyone from the hockey group reached out regarding the rink.  
Robertson stated not in a couple weeks. Hagstrom will reach out to them. Goodale asked Hagstrom if he could call office to go over Park & Rec 
meeting dates. 
 
Rahe motion to adjourn at 7:36 pm. Brekke second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0).  Respectfully submitted, Lenna Goodale 


