
City of Palo   City of Palo Regular Council Meeting                            December 20,2021 
The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, December 20,2021, at the Palo Community Center in the Council Chambers. Mayor 
Eric Van Kerckhove called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following council present: Doug Hanover, Travis Rieck, Angie 
Brekke and Andrea Rahe. Pete Hagstrom was present via phone.  Others Present: Lenna Goodale, City Clerk; Chris Philipp, Building 
Inspector; Clark Robertson, Public Works; and Erek Sittig, City Attorney.  Mayor Van Kerckhove led those present in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Hanover motioned for approval of the agenda. Hagstrom second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0). Brekke motioned to 
approve the consent agenda. Hanover second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0).  

CLAIMS REPORT    

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT  
A-1 RENTAL, INC                SCAFFOLD-WTP                      157.12  
ABC DISPOSAL SYSTEMS, INC      GARBAGE 10259.57  
AFFORDABLE METAL MFG           Shed Repairs                      687.18  
ALLEGRA                        BC MALLORY                        21.96  
ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    5283.78  
ANDERSON-BOGERT                ENGINEERING                       3556.50  
BATTERIES PLUS                 BATTERY                           84.23  
BRECKE INC.                    CLEAN 5 CK VALVES                 1829.14  
C4 OPERATIONS BACKGROUND BG CHECK - STEARNS                51.00  
CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       13852.08  
CINTAS CORPORATION             CINTAS                            794.18  
CITY OF FAIRFAX                INSPECTOR                         2198.42  
CJ COOPER & ASSOCIATES INC     ADMIN FEE 2022                    245.00  
CROELL REDI-MIX, INC.          POWER PLANT PIT                   31.68  
CROWBAR'S LTD                  REPAIR SUPP                       623.48  
CYNTHIA STIMSON                MENTOR                            95.84  
DELTA DENTAL OF IOWA           DENTAL INSURANCE                  204.90  
DELTA DENTAL OF IOWA           DENTAL INSURANCE                  204.90  
EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2697.39  
EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2476.87  
EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      5174.26  
EREK SITTIG                    LEGAL FEES                        7924.00  
FRIEDA COONROD EMBROIDERY      EMBROIDERY 32.00  
FUTURE LINE TRUCK EQUIPMENT    PLOW TRUCKS                       838.27  
GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.   LEGAL PUBLICATION                 546.82  
GORDON FLESCH COMPANY          LASERFICHE 43.75  
HAWKEYE FIRE & SAFETY CO       CITY HALL INSP                    144.70  
HAWKINS, INC.                  CHEMICALS                         350.99  
IMWCA                          WORKER'S COMP                     1216.00  
IOWA ONE CALL                  LOCATES                           35.00  
IOWA PUMP WORKS                WATER DEPT                        6091.27  
IOWA TITLE COMPANY             903 2ND ST                        175.00  
IPERS                          IPERS                             3344.13  
IPERS                          IPERS ADJUSTMENT                  0.02  
ITS HARDWARE-PARK                     2854.30  
JETCO, INC.                    WATER                             125.00  
JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           THEISEN'S CC                      33.88  
KENWOOD RECORDS MGT            RECYCLE BIN                       15.00  
KEYSTONE LABORATORIES          TESTING                           121.20  
KOCH BROTHERS                  COPIES                            355.95  



LESLIE GRANT                   KEY FM DEPOSIT                    250.00  
LINN CO CLERK OF COURT         LEGAL                             60.00  
LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     202.57  
MENARDS                        WATER                             690.16  
MERCYCARE NORTH                FD-PENNINGTON                     235.00  
MH EQUIPMENT COMPANY           LIFT-MEDIA SWITCH                 1605.00  
MID-AMERICA RESEARCH CHEMICAL  SNOW EQPT                         421.06  
MUNSON ELECTRIC INC            TRANSFORMER                       11348.16  
OFFICE EXPRESS                 SUPPLIES                          36.90  
P & K MIDWEST                  REPAIRS                           1442.75  
PALO COMMUNICATIONS            PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                948.34  
PALO SAVINGS BANK              TRUCK-TRACTOR DEC                 16050.00  
PALO SAVINGS BANK              NSF 12-8-2021                     3.00  
RALSTON CONSTRUCTION           SALT/DUMP TRUCK                   2313.05  
RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      1799.98  
ROTO-ROOTER                    SEWER BREAK                       2250.00  
SCHIMBERG CO                   PIPE                              4317.39  
IOWA FINANCE AUTHORITY         SRF INTEREST                      20387.50  
STAR EQUIPMENT LTD             ROT.HAMMER                        102.00  
STORM STEEL                    SUPPLIES                          41.57  
SUNBELT RENTALS                MANLIFT                           885.40  
TRUCK COUNTRY OF IOWA          REPAIR                            4894.40  
TRUENORTH COMPANIES, LC        INSURANCE                         252.70  
UHS PREMIUM BILLING            HEALTH INSURANCE 2959.96  
UMB BANK                       2019A GO                          1700.00  
UMB BANK                       GO BOND 2019A                     5107.50  
UMB BANK                       GO BOND 2015                      7252.50  
UMB BANK                       GO BOND 2012 INTEREST             13702.50  
UMB BANK                       GO BOND 2019B                     3510.00  
US BANK                        MC CC                             829.79  
US CELLULAR                    CELL PHONE                        179.15  
US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           275.00  
USA BLUEBOOK                   WATER TESTING                     346.91  
WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    408.11  
Accounts Payable Total           176410.85  
Total Paid On: 11/26/21             8333.63  
Total Paid On: 12/10/21             7295.61  
Total Payroll Paid                  15629.24  
***** REPORT TOTAL *****         192040.09  

    

General Fund 61,751.83   

Road Use Fund 12,534.71   

Employee Benefits 3,615.37   

L.O.S.T. 58,062.59   

TIF -2,949.91   

Debt Service 30,955.76   

Water Fund 17,340.63   

Sewer Fund 51,143.16   



Total Revenue: 232,454.14   

    

General Fund 51,477.30   

Road Use Fund 5,021.57   

Employee Benefits  5,844.65   

TIF 26,045.00   

Debt Service 45,622.50   

Infrastructure  3,798.44   

Water Fund 33,952.11   

Sewer Fund 102,389.67   

Total Expenses: 274,151.24   
Linn County Deputy Leeper was present. Had 53 calls. Met the requirements for hours. No agenda related audience comments. Clerk 
report: Penalties 35, delinquent notice/shut off notice 39, 17 courteous calls for shut offs. 0 shut off. City signed off on FEMA projects.  
This is the last step for the city. 3 residents are doing HACAP water program. Meetings with Dorsey and Whitney and Speer Financial.  
Ordinance workshop meeting, Infrastructure meeting will be Dec 22,2021 Budget starting for 2022-2023.  It’s the end of the month, 
4th Qtr. and calendar year.  Tammy Stearns has started at front desk.  Christmas trees pick up will be Jan 10 & 17.  City Hall will be 
closed December 23-24 and Dec 31,2021. Maintenance report: Robertson gave report.  Working on the water plant. The media came 
in 4x4x4 instead of 50 lb. bags. Replaced some street signs.  Burning ditches. Cleaned the north side of Covington Rd where trees were 
down in the ditch. Christmas lights are up. Hanover reminded maintenance department that trees grow along the RR tracks and lift 
station which is the main sewer line. Fire Department: Andrew Lutter gave report. Confirming Chief Gibbons will be at the January 
3,2022 Ordinance meeting. New member starting in January. Delivered over 40 fruit baskets.  Had 17 calls. 20 members on with the 
fire department. Mayor report: Solar meeting with Mary Meisterling from Alliant Energy on 12/7/21. Her approach is very different 
than the previous representative from NextEra and their project is very different as well.  Questions asked about setbacks, trails, 
wildlife and access, employment, where is the power going, where will development stop, etc. Mayor Van Kerckhove stated Palo is not 
for Industrial Solar and that we would fight industrial solar while working to keep a good relationship in the event they do get approval 
from the Linn Co Board. Water Treatment Plant media and retrofit parts arriving. WesTech did not order/send the correct number of 
media and they did not engineer the full system correctly resulting in modification and new parts, putting switch over even further 
behind schedule. Sewer Force main junction with the CR system has corroded due to sulfate levels in Palo’s Wastewater causing 
significant damage. Meeting is being coordinated with Palo Engineering team and City of Cedar Rapids. The repair will likely be at 
Palo’s expense. Misc-Tim Vipond from Mental Health Matters 5K sent a handwritten thank you to the City of Palo for hosting their 
race. Park vandalism. Recent vandalism in Zeller Park was addressed with the minors caught on camera committing the crime and 
their parents. Mayor and Councilman Hanover met with all 3 sets of parents and kids, coming to the agreement that the parents 
would split the costs of the materials and perform the repairs, the kids would serve Community Service and the Sheriff would not be 
involved. To date, the parents have not followed through on their commitment; except for one parent having made a first monthly 
payment. Parents have been informed the deadline to avoid Sheriff involvement is 12/31/2021. Mayor Van Kerckhove made several 
reference calls regarding Lynch Dallas.  All have been positive and very happy with Lynch Dallas. Amy Reasner with Lynch Dallas was 
present and introduce her colleagues, Steve Leidinger, Dan Morgan, and Eric Martin. She informed council of the background of Lynch 
Dallas and all the different areas of law they provide. Brekke asked if Lynch Dallas normally has a representative present at council 
meeting? Reasner stated it’s at the City discretion. Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution No. 122021F approving Lynch Dallas as 
City Attorney. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Mayor opened the public hearing for the Budget Amendment FY22 at 6:45 
pm. No discussion. Closed hearing at 6:46 pm. Hanover motion to approve Budget Amendment FY22, Resolution No. 122021A. Brekke 
second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0). Mayor opened the public hearing at 6:47 pm to consider Ordinance No. 27-2021 An 
Ordinance amending the code of ordinances of the City of Palo, Iowa, by amending provision pertaining to Zoning Chapter 165 and 
the Palo Zoning Map for City Owned Property.  No Discussion. Mayor closed public hearing at 6:47 pm. Discussion had.  Philipp 
explain that public use conservation is city parks. Also gave examples of city owned properties.  Brekke motion to approve the first 
reading of Ordinance No. 27-2021. Rieck second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0). Rahe would like second reading on January 
17,2022. Consider Ordinance No. 28-2021 An Ordinance Adopting Chapter 57 of the Code of the City of Palo, Iowa, Pertaining to 
Public Health Nuisance Regulations and Enforcement. Hagstrom motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 28-2021. Rahe 
second. Consider motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance # 28-20221. Discussion had with city attorney in reference to 57.03 
if Linn County had the same ordinance. Sittig stated yes. Sittig also stated the City of Palo doesn’t have any ordinance pertaining to 
Ordinance No. 20-2021.  Hanover had some questions regarding inoperable vehicles. More discussion. Hagstrom motion to approve 
the first reading of Ordinance No. 28-2021. Rahe second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0). Second reading will be January 17, 2022 
Mayor Van Kerckhove asked council if they had any objections moving item # 19 after item # 10.  No objections. Rieck asked this has 
been approved by Anderson-Bogert.  Philipp stated there are conditions in the letter from Anderson-Bogert. Sittig also stated that the 
resolution is subject to the conditions.  Prairie Meadows will need to meet the conditions. Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution 
No. 122021B accepting the preliminary plat for Prairie meadows. Rahe second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0). Brekke motion to 
set the public hearing for rezoning request for Forrest Ridge LLC on. January 3,2022 at 6:30 pm. Hanover second.  5 Yeas, 0 Nay. 



Motion carried (5-0). Rieck motion to approve a sign at Church St (by the alley). Hanover second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0). 
Rieck motion to approve LINO Organized Water quote for 12 months $2450.40. Rahe second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0). 
Brekke motion to approve Resolution No. 122021C No Parking on Dry Creek Ct, south side of street. Hagstrom second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. 
Motion carried (5-0). Mayor Van Kerckhove informed council that Robertson and Brandon Emrich would be attending the Iowa Rural 
Water Association Conference February 21-23,2022. Hanover motion to approve the prohibited trees on City Own Property in Palo.  
List has been given to council. Rahe second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0). HACAP (Low Income Water Assistance Program) has 
helped residents with water and sewer bills.  They are not aiding with garbage.  How would council like to handle shuts offs? 
Discussion had. Council decided to follow standard policy and ordinance.  Shuts off will continue if garbage is not paid as this is part of 
the City of Palo utilities. Residents can have a payment plan twice a year.  Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution No. 122021D to 
increase hourly wage to $18.85 and back date to March 30, 2021. For Dillon Brummer. Brekke second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried 
(5-0). Brekke motion to approve Resolution No. 122021E to increase hourly wage to $18.00 and back date to November 8, 2021. For 
Brandon Emrich. Hanover second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0). Mayor Van Kerckhove open general audience comments at 7:18 
pm.  Rob with Viking Industrial Painting returned to council with annual maintenance cost for 10 years. He gave print out listing the 
services plan and the cost. New business. No Discussion. Old business.  Mayor Van Kerckhove asked Hanover to meet in the front of 
council. Mayor present Hanover with a certificate, a token of our appreciation for all his services with the City of Palo.  Mayor Pro tem, 
Rahe swore in newly elected Van Kerckhove as mayor.  Mayor Van Kerckhove swore in Brekke as councilmember.  Hagstrom and 
Mallory Schulte will be sworn in January 3,2022. Hanover over adjourn at 7:28 pm. Brekke second. 5 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (5-0). 
Respectfully, Lenna Goodale 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


