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The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, December 21, 2020 at the Palo Community Center in the Council Chambers. In order 
to help stop the spread of the COVID-19 virus, this council meeting of the Palo City Council was held electronically. Chapter 21.8 of the 
Iowa Code does permit an electronic meeting where all members participate remotely when an in-person meeting is impossible or 
impractical, which is certainly true during this crisis. On March 19, 2020, Governor Reynolds issued a Proclamation of Disaster Emergency 
which included a suspension of Iowa laws that would prevent the use of electronic meetings or the limitation on the number of people 
present at an in-person meeting site.  The agenda and the City’s social media had this message posted more than 24 hours in advance to 
give instructions on how others could participate in the meeting: Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the City of Palo will be holding city council 
meetings electronically via a conference call. If you would like to participate, just before the meeting start time, you must call 1-978-990-
5000 and enter this access code: 705258. Only staff are allowed in City Hall. Mayor Van Kerckhove called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM 
with the following Council present: Angie Brekke and Doug Hanover.  Participating electronically were Andrea Rahe, Travis Rieck, Pete 
Hagstrom, and Erek Sittig, City Attorney. Other city staff present was Lenna Goodale, City Clerk; Nancy Hildebrand, Deputy Clerk; Clark 
Robertson, Public Works. Mayor Van Kerckhove led those present in the pledge of allegiance. Hanover motioned for approval of the 
agenda. Brekke seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  Hanover motioned to approve the consent agenda including the bill approval, 
DAR, Treasurer's report, and council minutes from November 16, 2020 and December 10, 2020. Hagstrom seconded. Roll call. Motion 
carried (5-0).  

CLAIMS REPORT   

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 

ABC DISPOSAL                   OCT/NOV GB/RECY DUMPSTERS         19810.95 

ABC DISPOSAL                   DERECHO DEBRIS              20325.00 

ACE CONCRETE CUTTING           FLAT SAW ROAD                     300.00 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    3568.35 

ANDERSON-BOGERT                ENGINEERING                       5459.00 

BEE LINE PRODUCTS CORP  NOV ROAD WORK                     253.00 

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       13363.89 

CINTAS CORPORATION             CONTRACTURAL SERVICES             2544.76 

CITY OF FAIRFAX                INSPECTOR                         2127.00 

CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS         BF#2 REPAIR                       138.15 

CROELL REDI-MIX, INC.          CONCRETE                          1707.88 

CYNTHIA STIMSON                MENTOR                            122.73 

CYNTHIA STIMSON                MENTOR                            71.78 

DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP           LEGAL SERVICES                    3500.00 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2774.27 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2313.62 

EREK SITTIG                    LEGAL FEES                        1044.00 

FRIEDA COONROD EMBROIDERY      EMBROIDERY APPAREL                45.50 

FUTURE LINE TRUCK EQUIPMENT    CAR REPAIR                        935.89 

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.   LEGAL PUBLICATION                 195.90 

GORDON FLESCH COMPANY          LF SUPPORT CALL                   412.50 

HACH COMPANY                   CHEMICALS_WATER                   287.48 

HAWKEYE FIRE & SAFETY CO       INSPECTION                        142.00 

IMWCA                          WORKER'S COMP                     1151.00 

IOWA ONE CALL                  LOCATES                           43.80 

IOWA RURAL WATER    DUES & MEMBERSHIP                 275.00 

IPERS                          IPERS                             3125.94 

IPERS                          IPERS ADJUSTMENT                  0.01 

IPERS                          IPERS ADJUSTMENT                  -0.01 

ITS MONTHLY SUPPORT & B/U             466.55 
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JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           CC PYMT                           39.96 

KEYSTONE LABORATORIES          TESTING                           163.50 

KOCH BROTHERS                  COPIES                            75.12 

LENNA GOODALE                  MILEAGE REIMBURSE                 57.00 

LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     186.31 

LINN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE   CONTRACT FOR SERVICES             9657.00 

MENARDS                        FLOOR CLEAN                       32.26 

MID-AMERICA RESEARCH   DE-ICER SPRAY                     112.79 

MUNICIPAL SUPPLY, INC.         METERS                            483.40 

MUNSON ELECTRIC INC            INSTALL TEMP SERV                 1798.10 

OFFICE EXPRESS                 SUPPLIES                          34.90 

PALO COOP.                     PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                864.35 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              TRUCK-TRACTOR LOAN PAYMENT        16050.00 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              NSF FEE                           3.00 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              11-2020 CLERICAL                  35.00 

RALSTON CONSTRUCTION           DERECHO REPAIRS                   28108.06 

RALSTON CONSTRUCTION           STORM DAMAGE REPAIRS              24954.52 

RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      1807.96 

REPUBLIC COMPANIES             SIGN HARDWARE                     116.05 

IOWA FINANCE AUTHORITY         SEWER LOAN INTEREST               21236.25 

STAR EQUIPMENT LTD             ROTARY HAMMER                     449.60 

TRUENORTH COMPANIES, LC        LIFE INSURANCE                    226.10 

UHS PREMIUM BILLING            NOVEMBER HEALTH INSURANCE 2366.72 

UHS PREMIUM BILLING            DECEMBER HEALTH INSURANCE 2287.91 

UMB BANK                       GO BOND 2015 INTEREST/FEES        7747.50 

UMB BANK                       GO BOND 2012 INTEREST/FEES        15322.50 

UMB BANK                       GO 2019A INTEREST/FEES            5295.00 

UMB BANK                       GO BOND 2019B INTEREST/FEES       3760.00 

UMB BANK                       GO 2020 FEE                       250.00 

UMB BANK                       GO 2015 FEE                       250.00 

US BANK                        CC                                376.78 

US CELLULAR                    CELL PHONE                        250.20 

US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           348.00 

WESTECH ENGINEERING, INC.      PILOT - WATER                     2666.00 

WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    133.47 

Accounts Payable Total           234051.25 

Total Paid On: 11/27/20             7711.83 

Total Paid On: 12/11/20             6422.88 

Total Payroll Paid                  14134.71 

***** REPORT TOTAL *****         248185.96 

GENERAL                           118090.62 

ROAD USE                          23746.02 

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS                 4084.51 
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DEBT SERVICE                      48675.00 

WATER                             13782.77 

SEWER                             39807.04 

TOTAL FUNDS                       248185.96 

   

REVENUE   

General Fund  57759.64 

Road Use Fund  12776.70 

Employee Benefits  5143.35 

Emergerncy Fund  1095.41 

L.O.S.T.  33628.03 

TIF Fund  9813.26 

Debt Service Fund  25096.66 

Water Fund  17333.72 

Sewer Fund  36827.29 

Total Revenue:  199474.06 

   

EXPENSES   

General Fund  176619.79 

Road Use Fund  32842.25 

Employee Benefits   2806.87 

Debt Service Fund  32125.00 

TIF Fund  14352.50 

Water Fund  23697.78 

Sewer Fund  27262.09 

Total Expenses:  309706.28 
Report given from Linn County Sheriff. No discussion had.  No audience comments had. Robertson reported to council that mulch is done 
at parks, plows/sander are ready.  Went well for first snowfall. Public Works has been working with Iowa Rural Water working on DNR 
recommendations. Still waiting on some street signs. Boat ramp is now chained off. Pilot study going well. Alliant will be called. Mayor 
Van Kerckhove stated the first snowfall went well with plowing. Hanover stated the boat ramp light is not working. Robertson will call 
Alliant to report light outage. Discussion had on NSF fees to State Requirements. Brekke motion to approve Resolution 122120A changing 
the NFS fee from $40 to $30. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  Hanover motion to approve Resolution 122120B Set Public 
Hearing for Budget Amendment FY20-21. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Goodale also informed council on the debris 
removal and storm repairs invoices from Ralston Construction. Hanover motion to approve Resolution 122120C to appoint Matthew 
Fecht to the Park & Rec Board expiring December 31, 2020. Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Discussion had regarding Linn Dr 
- No outlet. Brekke motion to approve Resolution 122120D to add No Outlet on Linn Dr just North of its intersection with Stephen Dr. 
Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Brekke motion to approve for the City to submit the MPO Trail Application Resolution 
122120E.  Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-1). Hanover voted no. FEMA 4289 PW 307 Flood 2016 Awarded $115,777.54. 
Goodale explained the steps, extensions, and appeal to submit the correct documents from the Flood of 2016 that was not done. FEMA 
sent a letter dated November 24, 2020 awarding the City of Palo the reimbursement of $115,777.54 for the pumps at the main lift 
station. Discussion had on Vehicle Ordinance. Council decided that more discussion is needed at the Ordinance workshop next month. 
Council discussed dates for Iowa Codification Workshop. Council decided January 11, 2020 @ 5:30 pm. Hanover motion to approve 
Resolution 122120F writing off bad debt at Lincoln Dr in the amount of $100.65. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  
Discussion had on the payment agreement revision. Brekke motion to approve Resolution 122120J update the utility payment agreement 
to include time frame of 90 days to be paid-in-full. Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Discussion had. Hanover motion to 
approve playground border in the amount of $2,669.14. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Hanover motion to approve 
Resolution 122120G to appoint Jamie Prull to the Board of Adjustment. Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Brekke motion to 
approve Resolution 122120H to appoint Michelle Walker to the Park & Rec Board expiring December 31, 2020. Hanover second. Roll call. 
Motion carried (5-0). Goodale stated there are two seats open on Park & Rec. Brekke motion to approve Resolution 122120I to transfer 
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of funds to the Sewer Sinking Fund account per bond requirements. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Rieck motion to 
approve the service agreement on Cummins Sale and Service in the amount of $2,514.62 for the Fire Department, Main lift station on 
Linn Dr, Maintenance building and the Community Center. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Mayor Van Kerckhove thanked 
City team getting the documents submitted. The Cares Act will reimburse the city $25,335.16 for COVID-19 public health emergency. Old 
business no discussion.  New business- Hanover stated the hiring committee has narrowed down to one full time employee. Mayor Van 
Kerckhove stated that the new hire has accepted the position as full time Public Works. More discussion had regarding the hiring process. 
Hanover motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:36 pm.  Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
Respectfully submitted, Lenna Goodale 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


