
City of Palo                                          City of Palo Regular Council Meeting                                            February 15, 2021 
 
The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, February 15, 2021, at the Palo Community Center in the Council 
Chambers. Mayor Van Kerckhove called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following Council present: Doug 
Hanover, Pete Hagstrom, Andrea Rahe, Travis Rieck.  Angie Brekke participated via phone.  Others Present: Nancy 
Hildebrand, Deputy Clerk; Clark Robertson, Public Works; and Erek Sittig, City Attorney.  Mayor Van Kerckhove led 
those present in the pledge of allegiance. Hanover motioned for approval of the agenda. Hagstrom second. Roll call. 
Motion carried (4-0).  Due to phone issue, Brekke was not able to make a vote on this item. Hanover motioned to 
approve the consent agenda including the bill approval, DAR, Treasurer’s Report, and council minutes from January 
18, 2021 and February 2, 2021. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 

ALLIANT ENERGY GAS & ELECTRIC 6999.62 

PALO COOP. PHONE/FAX/INTERNET 864.65 

IPERS IPERS 3102.63 

PALO SAVINGS BANK CLERICAL EXP 38.00 

IOWA ONE CALL LOCATES 34.30 

US POSTAL POSTAGE 348.15 

LINN COUNTY REC STREET LIGHTS 204.52 

KEYSTONE LABORATORIES TESTING 67.00 

MENARDS SHOP 120.40 

OFFICE EXPRESS SUPPLIES 69.80 

THE GAZETTE LEGAL PUBLICATION 253.12 

BRECKE INC. CH HVAC PM 2441.98 

IMFOA DUES & TRAINING 100.00 

HACH COMPANY CHEMICALS_WATER 460.07 

ANDERSON-BOGERT ENGINEERING 4860.00 

USA BLUEBOOK WATER TESTING 284.85 

RALSTON CONSTRUCTION STORM CLEANUP 525409.05 

HAWKINS, INC. CHEMICALS_SEWER 376.10 

ABC DISPOSAL DEC 2020 GB/RECY 9846.10 

PALO AUTO REPAIR 2005 FORD 834.54 

WEX FLEET FIRE DEPT FUEL 37.47 

IOWA GOOD ROADS ASSOC IGRA DUES FY 2021 95.00 

KOCH BROTHERS COPIES 119.37 

WENDLING QUARRIES, INC. SAND 219.45 

EREK SITTIG LEGAL FEES 2072.00 

IOWA PRISON INDUSTRIES STREET SIGNS 564.95 

EFTPS FED/FICA TAX 5394.37 

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL. SEWER USAGE 15753.47 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL CC STMT 243.64 

SENSUS USA INC METER SUPPORT 1949.94 

CUMMINS CENTRAL POWER CC GENERATOR 2514.62 

AUDITOR OF STATE ANNUAL EXAM 6/30/20 5502.00 

SUMMIT COMPANIES MONITORING 2020 375.00 

CJ COOPER  DRUG TESTING DOT 235.00 

ITS MONTHLY IT 466.55 



KENWOOD RECORDS MGT RECYCLE BIN 64.11 

PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL PEST CONTROL 75.00 

CITY OF FAIRFAX INSPECTOR 3942.40 

PETE HAGSTROM PADLOCK & BIKEPUMP 33.15 

RELIANCE STANDARD LIFE INSURANCE 104.60 

US BANK CREDIT CARD 449.29 

CYNTHIA STIMSON MENTOR 248.23 

UHS   2366.72 

RED LION RENEWABLES SOLAR PANELS 1436.45 

CONSOLIDATED ENERGY CO   1409.58 

WESTECH ENGINEERING PAKTOR PILOT SERV 2668.00 

CINTAS CORPORATION CH/CC 906.86 

LINN CO CLERK OF COURT MUN INFRACT 465.00 
AMERICAN BUILDING 
CONTR. REFUND PERMIT 102.00 

PAYROLL CHECKS 
PAYROLL CHECKS 
01/22/2021 7783.40 

PAYROLL CHECKS 
PAYROLL CHECKS 
02/05/2021 7562.96 

  CLAIMS TOTAL 621875.46 

  January 2021  
  General Fund 397371.61 

  Road Use Fund 11869.35 

  Employee Benefits 133.69 

  Emergerncy Fund 28.48 

 L.O.S.T. 12157.03 

 TIF Fund 65.96 

 Debt Service Fund 259.90 

 Water Fund 29099.15 

 Sewer Fund 59208.85 

 Total Revenue: 510194.02 

   

 General Fund 42483.74 

 Road Use Fund 4007.57 

 Employee Benefits  4397.40 

 Infrastructure Projects 156200.00 

 Water Fund 21614.98 

 Sewer Fund 39677.35 

 Total Expenses: 268381.04 
 
 
Report given from Deputy Leeper from Linn County Sheriff’s office.  No discussion had.  No audience comments. No 
Fire Department report. Robertson reported to council that all of the roads are fully opened from the last storm; 
snow piles are getting pushed back and they will continue to work on that; quotes to be requested for repairing 



main lift pump #3; Water Plant door has been replaced; park door has been replaced; fuel pump on red plow truck 
went out; skid loader needs tire replaced; Discussion had about quotes for two areas to have security cameras 
installed --- one at Zeller Park and the other at the maintenance building. Rahe motioned to table the security 
camera quotes upon further findings of last year’s quotes. Hanover seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).   Public 
Hearing opened at 6:38 pm for Max Levy FY22.  No public comment. Public Hearing closed at 6:39 pm.  Hagstrom 
motioned to pass Resolution 021521A Max Levy FY22 Budget. Brekke seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (5-
0).  Hanover motioned to pass Resolution 021521B, set Public Hearing FY22 Budget for March 15, 2021 at 6:30 pm. 
Rahe seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  Hagstrom motioned to pass Resolution 021521C Special Assessment 
903 2nd Street. Rahe seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Hanover motioned to pass Resolution 021521D, Policy 
for City Cameras. Hagstrom seconded. Roll Call. Motion carried (5-0). Hagstrom motioned to pass Resolution 
021521E, Public Notice Policy. Hanover seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  Discussion had on the subject the 
retention pond on Meadow Creek Drive.  Hanover stated we should look into filling in the pond with dirt. Van 
Kerckhove requested that Robertson get some quotes for fill dirt for the pond. Hanover then stated that possible fill 
dirt may be leftover from the road project on Blairs Ferry Rd and see if Linn County would allow Palo to use it. 
Brekke mentioned that there are many areas in town that can become areas of concern for water retention. Brekke 
motioned to install signs, “Danger, ice skate at your own risk.”  Hagstrom seconded. Roll call.  Motion carried (3-2). 
Hanover and Rahe voted no. Sittig stated to consult with City Engineer about how any changes to the retention 
pond could affect the drainage in that area.  Hanover left the meeting at 6:56 pm and returned at 6:57 pm. Nate 
Burkert spoke representing Eastern Iowa Thunder baseball and their interest to partner with the City of Palo for a 
period of three years with a contract. Discussion had about future improvements. The need for more details to this 
resolution such as dates, charges, length of rental was discussed. Rahe motioned to table Resolution 021521F until 
the next council meeting. Seconded by Rieck. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  For information only, Cedar River 
Garden Center is putting in a temporary second entrance to help with traffic flow this summer for their business 
during the overlay project on Blairs Ferry Road.  The next topic of conversation was mosquito control. Robertson will 
obtain three quotes for mosquito control for the next council meeting. Rahe motioned to table the topic of 
mosquito control until the next City Council meeting in March, 2021. Hagstrom seconded. Roll call. Motion carried 
(5-0).  Hanover motioned to re-open the Community Center to pre-pandemic standards with mask precautions 
along with daily Covid disinfecting involving fogging and other cleaning duties. The Governor’s proclamation will still 
be reviewed as time goes on for any changes. A Covid waiver will be in place for renters or anyone entering the 
Community Center to sign, including the kitchen. Hagstrom seconded. Roll call. Motion carried. (5-0). Hanover 
motioned to allow the American Legion to put additional signage in a few different locations in town. Rieck 
seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).   No Old Business. New Business – Hanover mentioned to be aware of 
Spring flooding issues when the snow melts/or when we get precipitation. Hanover motioned to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:21 pm. Rahe seconded. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Meeting adjourned at 7:21 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Hildebrand 


