
City of Palo                           City of Palo Regular Council Meeting                                                                       
February 16,2022 
 
The Palo City Council met in open session Thursday, February 16, 2022, at the Palo Community Center in the Council Chambers. 
Mayor Eric Van Kerckhove called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following council present: Angie Brekke, Mallory Schulte, 
and Pete Hagstrom.  Others Present: Lenna Goodale, City Clerk; Clark Robertson, Public Works; and Dan Morgan, and Amy Reasner; 
City Attorney. Schulte motioned for approval of the agenda. Hagstrom second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Hagstrom 
motioned to approve the consent agenda. Brekke second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0).  

CLAIMS REPORT   

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 

A-1 RENTAL, INC                WATER TREATMENT                   330.47 

ABC DISPOSAL SYSTEMS, INC      SOLID WASTE                       10300.77 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    7325.71 

ALTORFER INC                   WELL 1                            488.50 

ANDERSON-BOGERT                ENGINEERING                       3069.50 

BLAIRS FERRY TIRE & AUTO       SKID TIRE                         73.57 

BRECKE INC.                    BACKFLOW                          2449.52 

C4 OPERATIONS BACKGROUND CHECK FD BACKGROUND CHECK               23.00 

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       13413.00 

CINTAS CORPORATION             CLEANING SUPPLIES                 857.00 

CITY OF FAIRFAX                INSPECTOR                         2745.91 

CJ COOPER & ASSOCIATES INC     DRUG TESTING DOT                  20.00 

CYNTHIA STIMSON                MENTOR 163.27 

DOORS INC                      CITY HALL KEYS                    191.20 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      3043.90 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2173.31 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      5217.21 

EMERSON SPECIALTY HARDWARE     COMM CENTER- KAYS & LOCK          171.21 

EREK SITTIG                    LEGAL FEES                        518.00 

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.   LEGAL PUBLICATION                 951.90 

HACH COMPANY                   TESTING                           342.60 

HAWKEYE COMMUNICATION          FIRE DEPT    141.00 

HAWKINS, INC.                  CHEMICALS_SEWER                   2762.05 

IAMU                           WATER MEMBER DUES                 717.00 

IOWA ONE CALL                  LOCATES                           31.50 

IPERS                          IPERS                             3447.12 

IPERS                          IPERS ADJUSTMENT                  2.78 

IPERS                          IPERS ADJUSTMENT                  0.05 

INFRASTRUCTURE TECHNOLOGY SOLU FULLY MANAGED- MONTHLY            525.90 

JEFF GIBBONS                   FD TRAINING                       125.00 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           SUPPLIES                          190.74 

KENWOOD RECORDS MGT            RECYCLE BIN                       89.01 

KEYSTONE LABORATORIES          TESTING                           179.50 

KOCH OFFICE GROUP              CONTRACT BASE RATE                345.75 

LEDGENDS STEEL MFG             REPAIR CUSTOMERS 3 POINT BLADE    428.00 

LINN COUNTY AUDITOR            LOCAL ELECTION                    1066.56 

LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     111.73 

LINN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE   CONTRACT FOR SERVICES             9918.00 

LINOH2O LLC                    WATER TOWER                       3746.40 



LYNCH DALLAS PC                NUISANCE ENFORCEMENT              904.50 

MENARDS                        WATER MEDIA                       199.07 

NCL OF WISCONSIN INC           WATER TESTING                     547.67 

OFFICE EXPRESS                 SUPPLIES                          37.90 

PALO COMMUNITY GROUP           PHONE/INTERNET                    951.26 

PALO COMMUNICATIONS            PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                951.05 

RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      2009.90 

RELIANCE STANDARD              LIFE INSURANCE                    69.20 

SCHMINKE EQUIPMENT LLC         SERVICE F450                      182.05 

SENSUS USA INC                 METERS                            1949.94 

SOLBERGS                       NAME PLATE                        24.13 

STETSON BUILDING PRODUCTS      BRIGADE SPRAYER                   321.19 

STOREY KENWORTHY               UB BILLS                          602.87 

UHS PREMIUM BILLING            HEALTH INSURANCE 913.36 

US BANK                        SUPPLIES                          874.81 

US CELLULAR                    CELL PHONE                        364.52 

US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           276.40 

WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    170.90 

Accounts Payable Total           83831.15 

Total Paid On:  1/21/22             8859.62 

Total Paid On:  2/04/22             7273.34 

Total Payroll Paid                  16132.96 

***** REPORT TOTAL *****         99964.11 

January 2022   

General Fund 51,416.62  
Road Use Fund 15,947.68  
Employee Benefits 129.42  
L.O.S.T. 18,301.79  
TIF 3,270.66  
Debt Service 407.38  
Water Fund 18,403.43  
Sewer Fund 51,029.54  
Total Revenue: 158,906.52  

   

General Fund 40,061.62  
Road Use Fund 13,849.24  
Employee Benefits  3,677.25  
2010 CDBG 3,963.25  
Water Fund 16,273.62  
Sewer Fund 33,696.54  
Total Expenses: 111,521.52  

 
No Linn County Sheriff report. No agenda related audience comments. Goodale gave clerk report. 0 penalties; Jan residents get one 
free penalty per year. 0 shut offs. 10 courtesy calls for shut offs. Continuing training Allison and Tammy. The Auditors were here last 
week.  Staff meeting on February 12. Robertson and Goodale had EMA training on February 12.  Working on FEMA project 
Management Cost.  Palo will receive over $16,000. Budget workshop will be February 17, special meeting February 21, and 
ordinance meeting March 7. Robertson gave maintenance report. Working on water rate study, mowed ditches. Getting quotes for 
equipment.  The mayor and Robertson toured Shellsburg maintenance and water treatment plant. Christmas lights are down, 
changing holiday banners. Made five-year plan.  Monthly samples.  Department went to Linn County EMA training. Light at ice rink 



has been installed. Ralston started sewer lines at new development. Fire sprinkler at city hall broke, Servpro has been out. Goodale 
met with insurance adjustor. Working on plans for the volleyball court and trails. Skid loader broke.  Repairs $3000-$5000. Hagstrom 
will give Robertson a contact number for repairs on skid loader. Goodale stated that packet from fire department was included with 
their council packet.  Mayor’s notes. Nothing to report beyond what is in the news for solar. Working on meetings with neighboring 
communities to see if they would stand together with Palo and present to the LCBOS. Water Treatment Plant media and retrofit 
update: defer to Clark. Water rates need review/increased. Force main junction with the CR system is being reviewed by City of CR 
and Anderson Bogert to find a solution to fix the damage and prevent future damage due to (suspected) high sulfide levels.  Planning 
for a biological wastewater treatment plant in Palo should be considered. An SRF (State Revolving Fund) loan could pay for the 
project. Approximately $8million to build a plant like Center Point’s, which can handle population up to 6,000 before expansion 
would be required. Shellsburg’s plant is available to tour at any time. Theirs can support 3,300.  Sewer rates needs review/increased. 
Palo Auto variance has been granted and construction on their expansion has resumed. Mayor is now Vice Chair of MPO executive & 
policy board (2-year term). Will need an alternate from Council.  Mayor was appointed by Linn County to the ECICOG board (3-year 
term). Linn County EMA appointment request to take Mayor’s place (Mayor to be Alternate). Park vandalism has now moved to 
small claims court. Palo maintenance will repair the park sheds this spring. FREE to the Public WiFi at Zeller Park is up and running. 
Jason McKinstry with Ducks Unlimited present.  Would like to ask council for reduction on community center rental on March 18 for 
set up, 19th and clean up on 20th. Hagstrom motion to approve $215 for the rental for Ducks Unlimited. Brekke second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. 
Motion carried (3-0). Brekke motion to approve Resolution No. 021622A setting the public hearing for FY23 budget on March 21, 
2022. Hagstrom second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution No. 021622B approving Allison 
Groff to authorized signature at Palo Saving Bank. Schulte second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Discussion had regarding 
easements and storm water management. Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution No. 021622C adopting subdivider’s agreement 
for Prairie Meadows addition. Schulte second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution No. 
021622D approving 28E agreement with Fairfax building inspector. Hourly rate shall be $47.50. Schulte second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. 
Motion carried (3-0). Mayor Van Kerckhove open public hearing on proposed designation of the Prairie Meadows Phase 1 Urban 
Renewal Area at 6:50 pm. No comments. Mayor closed public hearing at 6:51 pm. Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution No. 
021622E to declare necessity and establish an Urban Renewal Area, pursuant to section 403.4 of the Code of Iowa and approve 
Urban Renewal Plan and project for the Prairie Meadows Phase 1 Urban Renewal Area. Brekke second. No other discussion. 3 Yeas, 
0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Consider Ordinance No. 30-2022 An Ordinance Providing for the Division of Taxes Levied on Taxable 
Property in the Prairie Meadows Phase 1 Urban Renewal Area, Pursuant to Section 403.19 of the Code of Iowa. Brekke motion to 
approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 30-2022. Hagstrom second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Brekke motion to 
suspend the rules requiring Ordinance No. 30-2022 for two reading. Hagstrom second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0).  Brekke 
motion to pass the final passage and adoption with respect to Ordinance No. 30-2022 AN ORDIANCE PROVIDING FOR THE DIVISION 
OF TAXES LEVIED ON TAXABLE PROPERTY IN THE PRAIRIE MEADOWS PHASE 1 URBAN RENEWAL AREA, PURSUANT TO SECTION 
403.19 OF THE CODE OF IOWA. Hagstrom second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution No. 
021622G to set the date of the development agreement with Forest Ridge LLC, at March 21,2022 at 6:30 pm. Schulte second. 3 Yeas, 
0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Consider Ordinance No. 27-2021 An Ordinance amending the Palo Zoning Ordinance of 2008, of the City 
of palo, Iowa, by amending the official Zoning Map and zoning  district boundaries of the city of Palo, Iowa, by designating the zoning 
classification of certain properties Hagstrom motion to approve the third, and final passage and adoption of Ordinance No. 27-2021 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PALO CODE OF ORDINANCE OF 2008, OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 165 
IN REFERENCE TO THE RE-ZONING AND THE PALO ZONING MAP. Brekke second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Consider 
Ordinance No. 29-2022 An Ordinance, amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Palo, Iowa, By Amending Provisions 
Pertaining to Zoning Chapter 165 and the Palo Zoning Map. Prairie Meadow Addition. Hagstrom motion to approve the third, and 
final passage and adoption with respect to Ordinance No. 29-2022 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PALO CODE OF ORDINANCE OF 
2008, OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 165 IN REFERENCE TO THE RE-ZONING AND THE PALO 

ZONING MAP. Brekke second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Discussion had regarding Waterline Insurance Program for 
resident. This would cover exterior water service line, exterior sewer service line and internal plumbing and drainage. Residents are 
responsible for the cost. Hagstrom motion to give this courtesy to the citizens for the water line insurance and it’s up to them if they 
want to sign up. Schulte second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Robertson gave council a list of city equipment that the city 
doesn’t need.  He would like to sell the equipment to purchase another zero-turn mower. Discussion had. Brekke motion to approve 
selling city equipment. Hagstrom second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Upon advice of legal counsel, under Iowa Code Section 
21.5(1)(i), to evaluate the professional competency of an individual whose appointment, hiring, performance, or discharge is being 
considered when necessary to prevent needless and irreparable injury to individual’s reputation and that individual request a  closed 
session.  Mayor Van Kerckhove closed session at 7:08 pm. Mayor Van Kerckhove open session at 7:26 pm.  Brekke motion to open 
session.  Schulte second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Mayor Van Kerckhove open general audience comments at 7:28 pm. 
Ms. Dix from Cedar Rapids asked council about item 11 regarding the Public Hearing for Prairie Meadow phase 1 and if the notice 
was published.  Mayor stated no action needed and yes, the notice was published.  Van Kerckhove closed general audience 
comments. No new or old business. Hagstrom motion to Adjourn at 7:30 pm. Brekke second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). 
Respectfully, Lenna Goodale 
 
 


