
City of Palo    City of Palo Regular Council Meeting                    February 17, 2020 
 
The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, February 17, 2020 at the Palo Community Center in the Council Chambers. Mayor 
Van Kerckhove called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following Council present: Doug Hanover, Andrea Rahe, Travis Rieck, 
Angie Brekke.  Others Present: Lenna Goodale, City Clerk; Nancy Hildebrand, Deputy Clerk; Clark Robertson, Public Works; Erek Sittig, 
City Attorney; and Cynthia Stimson. Mayor Van Kerckhove led those present in the pledge of allegiance. Hanover motioned for approval 
of the agenda. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  Motion by Hanover, second by Brekke to amend the minutes from the 
February 3 council minutes to reflect selling Chevy white truck to be sold first. Once truck is sold, City will purchase Fire Department old 
brush truck for $15,000. Hanover questioned bill from Allegra for graphics on vehicles.  Robertson stated for three truck’s side panels, 
“stay back signs” on tailgates for vehicles and numbers for equipment.  Brekke questioned who Gordon Flesch Company was on 
payables, if this was for Laserfiche.  Goodale stated yes. Brekke questioned bill from Palo Auto Repair for 2005.  Robertson stated for 
red truck. Motion by Brekke, second by Hanover to approve the consent agenda including the bill approval, DAR, Treasurer's report, 
Council minutes from February 3, 2020. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).   

CLAIMS REPORT   

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 

AGVANTAGE, FS, INC.            FUEL                              2,061.37 

ALLEGRA                        VEHICLE GRAPHICS                  890.07 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    9,970.39 

ALTORFER INC                   WATER PLANT GEN-SERVICE LEV#2     3,373.50 

ANDERSON-BOGERT                ENGINEERING                       1,252.00 

BATTERIES PLUS                 BATTERY FOR FLASHING SIGN         148.51 

BERG AUTO CORP                 DUPLICATE MSO FOR TRAILER         40.00 

BRYAN MATSON                   REIMB FOR THE SLED SHED           10.69 

C4 OPERATIONS BACKGROUND CHECK BG CK=JOSEPH RIXEN - FIRE DEPT    47.00 

CAMPBELL SUPPLY CEDAR RAPIDS   GREASE GUN/DRILL SET              293.74 

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       4,112.09 

CEDAR RAPIDS TIRE              TRACTOR DUO/CHAIN ADJUST          435.38 

CEDAR VALLEY HUMANE SOCIETY    STRAY ANIMAL CALL OUT & CARE      205.00 

CITY OF FAIRFAX                INSPECTOR                         2,250.56 

CJ COOPER & ASSOCIATES INC     DRUG TESTING DOT                  35.00 

CUMMINS SALES AND SERVICE      1ST STREET LIFT STAT GENERATOR    317.17 

CYNTHIA STIMSON                MENTOR      624.88 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2,921.58 

EFTPS                          IRS FEES                          400.28 

EFTPS                          IRS FEES                          115.33 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2,613.48 

EREK SITTIG                    LEGAL FEES                        1,116.00 

ERIC VAN KERCKHOVE             COUNCIL MEMBER PAY JAN-JUL         5.00 

FUTURE LINE TRUCK EQUIPMENT    CONTROL FOR PLOW/RED TRUCK        317.90 

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.   LEGAL PUBLICATION                 328.97 

GORDON FLESCH COMPANY          LASERFICHE 4,500.00 

GOVERNMENT BRAND SHARED SERVIC GOV OFFICE WEBSITE 75.00 

HACH COMPANY                   CHEMICALS WATER                   146.06 

IAMU                           2020-21 WATER MEMBER DUES         662.00 

ICAP                           COVERAGE J.DEERE TRACTOR 2019     443.00 

IMFOA                          DUES & TRAINING                   140.00 

IMFOA                          DUES & TRAINING                   100.00 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE     STATE TAXES                       688.00 

IOWA FIREFIGHTERS ASSOC.       18 MEMBERS@$13.00/EACH            234.00 

IOWA ONE CALL                  LOCATES                           40.50 

IPERS                          IPERS                             2,889.72 



INFRASTRUCTURE TECHNOLOGY SOL COMPUTER CONSULTING LABOR         1,277.15 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           SUPPLIES 292.50 

KATIE STOBER                   CLEANING SERVICE                  800.00 

KENWOOD RECORDS MGT            RECYCLE BIN                       59.86 

KEYSTONE LABORATORIES          TESTING                           67.00 

KIRKWOOD COMMUNITY COLLEGE     TRENT MILLER - EMS REFRESHER      275.00 

KOCH OFFICE GROUP              COPIER CONTRACT                   140.16 

LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     294.32 

MENARDS                        SUPPLIES FOR SHOP                 39.83 

MERCYCARE NORTH                FD JOSEPH RIXEN 9240222           340.00 

OFFICE EXPRESS                 SUPPLIES                          34.95 

OVERHEAD DOOR COMPANY          FD-EAST FACING DOOR               225.00 

P & K MIDWEST                  DIESEL EXHST FLUID/EURO/GLOBAL    489.90 

PALO AUTO REPAIR               2005 FORD ALT/SOL/FILTER KITS     2,270.48 

PALO COOP.                     PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                900.37 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              CLERICAL EXPENSE                  35.00 

PETE HAGSTROM                  PARK & REC PADLOCK & BIKEPUMP     33.15 

RALSTON CONSTRUCTION           CLEAN MOUTH OF CREEK              3,993.37 

RALSTON CONSTRUCTION           DELIVER SALT TO CITY OF PALO      4,728.14 

RALSTON-LARSON DEVELOPMENT,LLC GO BOND 7TH ADDITION              156,200.00 

RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      928.23 

ROTO-ROOTER                    JETTER USE-406 CHURCH STREET      480.00 

RUDD SANITATION INC.           SOLID WASTE                       6,350.00 

RUSS BOYER CONSTRUCTION        SIGN INSTALLATION NOV-DEC 2019    515.00 

STAR EQUIPMENT LTD             96IN CUTTING EDGE-SKID BUCKET     380.00 

STOREY KENWORTHY               LASER CHECKS - CITY OF PALO       250.35 

SUMMIT COMPANIES               FD ANNUAL INSPECTION              815.00 

TRANE U.S. INC                 REPAIR/INSTALL HEATER ISSUES      482.00 

US BANK                        CC STMT DUE 3/1/2020              1,140.71 

US CELLULAR                    CELL PHONE                        436.02 

WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    95.59 

Accounts Payable Total           228,173.25 

Total Paid On:  1/24/20             9,024.00 

Total Paid On:  2/07/20             6,567.41 

Total Payroll Paid                  15,591.41 

***** REPORT TOTAL *****         243,764.66 

   

REVENUE  GENERAL FUND 14,019.65 

 ROAD USE FUND 13,949.63 

 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND 155.03 

 EMERGENCY FUND 24.92 

 L.O.S.T. FUND 11,221.95 

 TIF FUND 63.57 

 DEBT SERVICE FUND 156.11 

 INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS FUND 759,938.30 

 EQUIPMENT RESERVE FUND 236,000.00 

 WATER FUND 14,942.58 

 SEWER FUND  35,975.17 

 TOTAL 1,086,446.91 



 
 
Linn County Sheriff Report: Linn County Sheriff Deputy Speth presented the activity report for January 20, 2020 to February 17, 2020 
with 132.5 hrs. worked and 87 actual hours required with 44 calls for service. Rieck asked if report could be more detailed.  Rahe 
stated that report was sent. Goodale will email Council members detailed report once received.  Mayor asked Deputy Speth if there 
was any progress with the status on the person (s) who broke into the Maintenance Department.  Speth stated that he isn’t working 
on the case.  The case is with the detective bureau.  
Audience: Comments made regarding icy roads and lack of salt/sand on Main St, Vinton St, Drake Dr & Lincoln Dr.  Resident asked if the 
City had a dedicated maintenance department as they felt the last two years have not been good with streets & intersections not 
getting cleaned.  Resident inquired about social media on the Palo Iowa Resident page, that comments are taken down.  Mayor and 
Brekke stated that is not the City page.  It is a page created & monitored by a resident, not the City. Mayor Van Kerckhove wanted to get 
back to the comments on the maintenance department.  Mayor stated the city had a lot of turnover in the last two years and is finally 
getting traction.  It’s going to take time to get them in, trained and fully functioning.  The City is calling outside resources to help with 
plowing to get done as quickly as the City can. Robertson stated maintenance is calling in Council members & part time staff as 
Robertson is the only full-time employee. Mayor Van Kerckhove stated that we have a second full-time employee starting this week.  
Resident asked about routine maintenance on roads for potholes. Does it need to be called in or does it go to Council?  Rieck and 
Brekke both stated to call it in. Brekke explained that Prairie Road Builders come in every spring and take evaluation of the roads, then 
gives recommendation to Council. Resident continued voicing his concerns about potholes, that maintenance department should be 
looking at roads when driving through town.  Mayor Van Kerckhove reiterated how the maintenance department has been neglected 
over the last couple of years and explained that this is of high priority for the City’s Public Works Department.    
Another resident voiced concerns regarding coming off Hwy 94 on to First St. the potholes and semi’s pushing the gravel out of 
potholes.  It was brought up about having County asphalting Hwy 94.  Brekke explain parts of Hwy 94 are a 50/50 share with County and 
Palo.  Mayor stated that Linn County Secondary Roads is going to start a road project spring of 2021 on Hwy 94 to Shellsburg and that a 
large part of the project which details concrete overlay.  This should rectify some of the issues.  Mayor explained there is a map with the 
roads for the project. There are three portions that are shared with County, three roads County only, and two the City owns. Goodale 
will post map on the City Facebook page.   
Resident stated a couple years ago City was going to change the pitch and grade on 1st St. at the bridge to Ralston’s where it levels out.  
Hanover said the City is aware and this project has been in discussion.  Brekke explained the City’s Capital Improvement Plan and how it 
looks at the next five years so City can properly budget for these projects.  Rieck said the City needs to jump on projects that have 
shared jurisdiction with the County so the City has some say.  If not, City must pay 100% vs half.   
Resident voiced her concerns regarding vacant houses in town and wondered if the City does anything about those houses.  Rieck asked 
if they are for sale or vacant.  She stated they are owned but vacant for six months.  Rieck asked if she notices an issue on a specific one 
other than being vacant. Mayor asked if they were a nuisance.  Resident said no but they could possibly attract somebody or have break 
ins.  Brekke said she is not sure there is anything in regard to an ordinance that the City can do if someone owns a property and chooses 
to leave it vacant.  Brekke said if it gets to be a nuisance property, that’s when the City will enforce the nuisance ordinance. Another 
resident then asked about using vacant houses as storage.  Again, Brekke stated if you own it, she doesn’t see why you couldn’t.  The 
City really can’t say anything about having a vacant house until it becomes a nuisance.  Another resident asked about junk vehicles, 
trucks on property or junk sitting in driveway.  Brekke said the City has an ordinance on nuisance vehicles.   
Mayor asked if there are any more audience comments.  Resident said he moved here a couple years ago on Thompson Dr. and at that 
time the City Clerk talked about fixing the drainage problem on Linn Dr. and Thompson Dr. within a couple years. He wondered if that 
was still in play or if that was even part of discussion.  Hanover said work will need to be done on roads and City will look at doing 
ditches at same time if possible.  
Department Reports: Fire Department: Terry Galvin with Fire Department said once City purchases brush truck, Fire Department has the 
ok to buy UTV. Rieck asked if any new members.  Terry said one started last week and could use a couple more.  Brekke asked if they 
were going to have the pancake breakfast in April.  Terry said yes.  The Legion asked FD to do the flag burning in May.  They have 3,000 
flags to burn.  The ceremony will be at the racetracks in Palo.  P&Z: No discussion.  
Supervisor Oleson County’s FY21 Budget: Brent Oleson came, spoke on the budget and on different issues.  Also, Linn County will hold 
two separate meetings March 4 and March 25, 2020. Oleson stated The Harris Building that houses public health is a brand-new 
building. The old public health building was converted into the mental health access center. The Conservation bond was approved. 
 
FY21 Budget Tax Levy: Brekke motion to open public hearing at 7:06 pm. Hanover second.  Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Brekke motion 
to close public hearing at 7:25 pm. Hanover second.  Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). After discussion, Brekke made a motion to approve 
Resolution No 021720A authorizing FY21 Budget Tax Levy. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  
 
Resident asked why resolution numbers are the same on agenda.  Goodale stated because if a resolution is not passed, she will add the 
correct letter once resolutions are passed.  
 
Set Public Hearing date FY21 Budget: Brekke motion to approve Resolution No. 021720B to set the public hearing for FY21 budget 
March 16, 2020 on regular council meeting at 6:30 PM.  Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).   
 



Set Public Hearing on the future Land Use Map:  Hanover motion to approve Resolution No. 021720C to set the public hearing for the 
Future Land Use Map.  Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). 
 
Set Public Hearing for Ralston – Re-zoning: Hanover motion to approve Resolution No. 021720D to set the public hearing for Ralston-
Rezoning on March 2, 2020 at 6:30 pm.  Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  
 
Digital Media: Hanover asked if this was the same topic from last meeting.  Mayor stated yes, though it was amended to social media 
management only, nothing to do with the website.  Rahe motion to table.  Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  
 
Home Repair Team- Maintenance doors/splash pad/concession stand quotes $25,569 & $14,399. Sittig stated that when a Council 
member or City official is involved in a company, that the contract must go through the public bidding process before it can be awarded. 
Rieck had John from MGSI talk about concession stand doors who works with Rieck and Doors Inc. A brief discussion had. Additional 
bids will need to be required for further discussion.  
 
Ollinger Garage Door Openers: Discussion had on Ollinger bid and Overhead Door bid.  Angie motion to table. Rahe second. Roll call. 
Motion carried (4-0). 
 
Employee Agreement: Discussion had regarding Robertson employee agreement.   Rahe motion to approve Resolution No 021720E 
Robertson employee agreement with changes to clarify that sick time pay is not included under compensation as to be paid out at 
termination and to remove the requirement of the Grade 3 water in the contract.  In addition to the motion to be changed, Public 
Works hours are to be covered from 7:00 AM – 4:00 PM.  Rieck second. Roll call. Motion call (4-0). 

  
Old Business: Brekke inquired about prior discussion Council had about a contract for all of leadership.  She wanted to know if there was 
an update on a contract for Lenna.  Mayor Van Kerckhove stated no, we needed to get this one done.  If Council would like, he would 
start working on it.  Brekke stated that there are classes and certifications that are needed for this position as well that should be 
included as part of the contract.  Mayor Van Kerckhove stated he would start working on contract with City attorney.  
  
New Business: Hanover wanted to let Council know that he and Rieck figured out the problem with the heater in community 
center.  They contacted Brecke’s.  Brecke replaced the bearings.  Hanover would like to see if City could get a yearly maintenance with 
Brecke’s.  Robertson has meeting set-up for February 18, 2020.  
  
Jamie from Brogan’s asking Council permission to approve the liquor license for Ducks Unlimited on March 7, 2020.  After discussion, 
Mayor Van Kerckhove agreed pending receipt of all required documents and fees. Mayor Van Kerckhove asked Goodale to add to 
March 2, 2020 agenda. 
  
Motion by Hanover to adjourn, seconded by Rahe, meeting adjourned at 9:17 PM. 
Respectfully submitted by, Lenna Goodale 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


