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Planning & Zoning Minutes 
May 11, 2026 
Minutes by Michelle Cheever, City Engineer 

 
 

Commi�ee Members Present: Ramona Darrah, Kelsey Taylor, Miles Wya�, Dalton Pennington, Rob 

Jongquist. City Officials: Eric Van Kerckhove (City Council), Clark Robertson (Public Works 

Superintendent), Michelle Cheever (City Engineer) 

Mee,ng was called to order at 5:31pm by Taylor. 

Discussion was had regarding a clerical change needed on the 4/13/2026 Minutes. Cheever noted that 

the date of the training session was May 26th instead of the previously discussed May 18th date. 

Minutes approved as noted. Mo,oned by Darrah, seconded by Pennington. All ayes, mo,oned carried. 

The Planning & Zoning commi�ee reviewed and discussed Ordinance 93-2026 amending Chapter 165 

Zoning Regula,ons to add EU-1 Data Center Exclusive Use District.  

• There was discussion about whether the commission would be able to see any site plans prior 

to development taking place. Cheever reminded the commission that this was an ordinance 

establishing the regula,ons for a data center and was not review of any data center applica,on.  

• Discussion was had on the Water Supply por,on of the ordinance and the City is reques,ng that 

any applica,on materials prepared for submi�al to the Iowa Department of Natural Resources 

(IDNR) be provided to the City three weeks prior to submi@ng to the IDNR to allow the City’s 

Staff and Professional Advisors ,me to review and prepare any comments to be provide to the 

IDNR during the public comment period of the permi@ng process. Also, if permi�ed the city will 

be copied on all submi�ed materials to IDNR as required for compliance monitoring. The City 

will review these materials but will not act as the regulatory authority and will only provide 

comment to the IDNR as the regulatory authority lies with them.  

• There was discussion on the buffer requirements and whether language could be included to 

establish a ,meframe to which the minimum buffer height of 25’ must be reached. The 

commission noted that the ordinance states what height the trees must be at by year three but 

does not require a ,meframe to which they meet the 25’ requirement. Cheever will inves,gate 

this further.  

• Noise study requirements were discussed and Cheever noted that any Data Center would have 

to do a preconstruc,on and postconstruc,on noise ordinance as outlined in the Ordinance.  
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Mo,on to recommend Ordinance 93-2026 amending Chapter 165 Zoning Regula,ons to add EU-1 Data 

Center Exclusive Use District by Jongquist, seconded by Pennington, Roll Call Vote: Taylor – Yes, Darrah 

– Yes, Jongquist – Yes, Pennington – Yes, Wya� – Yes. Mo,on carried.  

Mo,oned by Wya�, seconded by Pennington to adjourn at 5:55 pm. All ayes, mo,oned carried. 

 
 


