Planning & Zoning Minutes

August 10, 2026
Minutes by Michelle Cheever, City Engineer

Committee Members Present: Ramona Darrah, Kelsey Taylor, Miles Wyatt
Committee Members Not Present: Rob Jongquist, Dalton Pennington
City Officials Present: Michelle Cheever (City Engineer), Clark Robertson (Zoning Administrator)

Meeting was called to order at 5:30pm by Taylor.

7/27/2026 Minutes approved. Motioned by Wyatt, seconded by Darrah. All ayes, motioned carried.

The committee discussed the zoning ordinances and areas where they would like to make
modifications/improvements. Notable changes that will be drafted into an ordinance for review or
further evaluated for discussion at the next meeting are:

e Increasing the side yard setback to 8 feet for single family dwellings under R-1 Single Family
Residential District

e Increasing the minimum lot width to 80’ and adjusting the minimum lot area to reflect this for
single family dwellings under R-1 Single Family Residential District

e Improving definition of how setbacks are measured, is it from the furthest protruding object of
the structure, from the foundation, from the eaves? Can decks or bay windows overhang into
the setback? Will investigate surrounding communities and bring recommendation back to next
meeting.

e Discussion on accessory use setbacks, all structures other than a shed 120 SF or smaller shall be
located 8’ off the property line. However, 120 SF or smaller sheds can be placed no closer than
5’ to the property line.

e Committee would like to further evaluate landscaping requirements and how other
communities handle new developments. Is there a shrub and tree requirement or just tree
requirement. How do the communities calculate this requirement? Is there a tree/plant species
list? Is there a maintenance period or duty to replace it if the tree/shrub dies? Do communities
specify whether they must be planted in front or back yard?

e Committee would like Cheever to investigate how other communities handle setbacks from
easement lines. Concern was noted with buildings being placed on the drainage easement line
and how the easement is then maintained. This could be managed with required slope off

foundation, suggested North Liberty’s ordinance for reference.



e Discussed increased interest in shipping containers and what the committee members would
like to investigate for potential ordinance modifications. Suggestion that if the structure is
permanent it needs to be cosmetically altered to look like the primary use structure it
accompanies. Committee would like the ordinances looked at so that the containers can only be
used as accessory use not primary use. Would also like to discuss further which Zoning Districts
these would be acceptable in and which they would not. Will bring back for further discussion
at the next meeting.

e Discussion on increased interest in sports complex type improvements, the committee would
like to review what surrounding communities do and if they handle private fields separately
than public fields. Would like to entertain creating a separate section specific to these types of
facilities. Things to consider would be parking requirements, will there be a structure and what
would the primary use be, what sports would be played, what are the fencing requirements for
protection of surrounding properties therefore leading to the setback requirements. Cheever

will evaluate and bring recommendations to the committee for review at the next meeting.

Motioned by Wyatt, seconded by Darrah to adjourn at 7:11pm. All ayes, motioned carried.



