
City of Palo    City of Palo Regular Council Meeting                    March 2, 2020 
 

The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, March 2, 2020 at the Palo Community Center in the Council Chambers. 
Mayor Van Kerckhove called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following Council present: Doug Hanover, Pete 
Hagstrom, Andrea Rahe, Travis Rieck, Angie Brekke.  Others Present: Lenna Goodale, City Clerk; Nancy Hildebrand, Deputy 
Clerk; Clark Robertson, Public Works; Chris Philipp, Building Official. Mayor Van Kerckhove led those present in the pledge 
of allegiance. Brekke motioned for approval of the agenda. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Brekke motion 
to approve the consent of agenda; Council minutes from February 17, 2020; and Brogans liquor license for Ducks Unlimited.  
Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).   
 
Audience Comments: No discussion had. 
 
Linn County Emergency Management: Steve O’Konek discussion post Duane Arnold Energy Center.  D.A.E.C. will likely donate 
their public warning system to L.C.E.M. by fall of 2021.  O’Konek also discussed flood outlook for this Spring. As of now, the 
Cedar River is not in any danger.  
 
Josh Mains agenda request building fees: Mains is finishing his basement. He spoke with the Building Inspector and said fee is 
$90 based off sq ft on new construction. Mains stated in 2014, Linn County charged $40 for permit.  Mains stated he thought 
basement was considered a dwelling, not new construction, and was expecting to be charged $40.  Philipp stated new 
construction is based on finished sq ft.  If basement is not finished at the time of new construction, resident isn’t charged. 
Permit is charged by finished sq. ft.  Brekke asked what an example of something in this situation would be a dwelling addition. 
Philipp stated a 16x20 screen porch or a kitchen addition like a nook --- that would be an addition to the existing structure.  
More discussion had.  Rieck asked Goodale to check if permit fees were passed by resolution.  Mayor Van Kerckhove asked if 
Council is tabling to double check.  Council stated yes. 
 
The Future Land Use Map Public Hearing: Hanover motion to open public hearing at 6:57 pm.  Hagstrom second. Roll call. 
Motion carried (5-0). Discussion had.  Resident asked what’s the difference between agenda item 6 & 7. Philipp stated in order 
to rezone by state code, the City must adjust the Future Land Use Map prior to re-zoning.  The Future Land Use Map didn’t 
designate the area in question by Dale Lee Dr.  Philipp thought it would be pertinent to take first step correctly and change it to 
show area as light industrial that came from P&Z.  P&Z reviewed the application for zoning and then recommended to Council 
to adjust the Future Land Use Map to Light Industrial. Philipp showed residents a map, explained Future Land Use Map, and 
Rezoning map are two completely different maps. Residents from Dale Lee Dr spoke, stated their concerns and do not want 
area to be rezoned light industrial. One resident stated he has lived on Dale Lee Dr for eight years and loves living on a cul de 
sac. When purchasing his property, he was told because of the flooding, there would be major restrictions on what kind of 
building would be placed in the flood plain.  He figured it would be agricultural because residential couldn’t be there. He voiced 
concerns on accessing from 1st Street onto Dale Lee Dr with other plots; that there is a significant amount of traffic on Dale Lee 
Dr; and also about resale values on their property. He also voiced concerns regarding the road.  Said street has been done two 
or three times in eight years. Another resident said she would not like the view.  Stated what is this going to do with flooding in 
the future?  She stated the field currently takes away some of the water and flood risk from her house. By having a 
development in the field, where would the water go?  Another resident voiced her concerns and she feel the same as the 
others.  She moved in a residential neighborhood and hoped it would stay residential.  She stated it’s a quiet, dark street and 
she stated she likes it the way it is now.  Resident from Thompson Dr. stated another issue is drainage.  Will there be concrete 
or rock?  Wanted to know if drainage was going into sewer system or swamp.  Brekke stated it would not be going into sewer as 
stated from last Council meeting. Mayor Van Kerckhove asked if there were any more public comments.  Mark Ralston stated 
he would like to address a couple items.  Ralston said out of the 8.28 acres, ¼ acre is in the flood plain, the rest of the property 
is not in flood plain. Ralston said that there will be a drainage swale in the Plan of Improvements, which is separate. This will cut 
drainage swale all the way down to the low end of property.  Anderson Bogert requested Ralston to clean ditch from the end of 
Dale Lee Dr. Another Thompson Dr resident commented on a retaining pond, water going downhill and water sloping to the 
river.  Resident feels City needs to put something in to hold water.  Asked who was going to clean the ditches in 2-3 years.  He 
said he is all for making things great for the City of Palo, loves what Ralston does for the City.  Would like to know if there is 
another alternative. Ralston stated not one house is in the drainage.  A resident from Vinton St. stated she had more and more 
water in the alley by the phone company after improvements were made.  She stated water does back up in town.  Ralston 
explained flooding is based off elevation.  He stated when flood comes, City doesn’t use the flood map, City uses elevation 
numbers.  Mayor asked if any other discussion on Future Land Use Map.  Brekke motion to close public hearing at 7:15 pm.  
Rahe second.  Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  Brekke asked if Jon was a part of P&Z?  Ralston stated Anderson-Bogert was.   



Hanover asked if there was any recommendation for Anderson-Bogert from meeting?  Philipp stated Anderson-Bogert is not the 
recommending committee, that P&Z is the recommending board. Hanover asked why engineer was at meeting.  Ralston stated 
engineer does the manholes and checking to see if anything is in the flood plain but it is not and two-foot raiser, things like that. 
Philipp said that engineer does have recommendation at the next part of the Ordinance on the agenda.  Philipp also stated City 
has very limited number of things you can do in the Future Land Map regarding Ralston property. It can’t be residential.  City 
doesn’t have any other options for Future Land Map. Hanover asked if they could table for two weeks.  Ralston state that the 
City came to him to find more development ground. Mayor Van Kerckhove stated by accepting the Future Land Map doesn’t 
mean the City has to use it in that way. Rahe said its ok to be Light Industrial, not saying building anything.  All we are doing is 
rezoning. More discussion had. Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution 030220A. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0) 
Hanover abstain.  
 
Consider Ordinance #4-2020 An Ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Palo, Iowa, By Amending Provisions 
Pertaining to Zoning Chapter 165 and the Palo Zoning Map: Brekke motion to open public hearing on Ordinance #4-2020 at 7:26 
pm.  Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  Mayor Van Kerckhove stated hearing no public comment. Motion to close.  
Resident stated he had a comment. Resident read Ordinance to Council.  Asked if Ordinance to was to pass, what are the rules, 
guidelines, will it be changed to help, and how are we going to regulate those business that might move in those areas to make 
sure they aren’t becoming a nuisance. Brekke said that would be taken into consideration regarding the access roads. Mayor 
Van Kerckhove asked if there are any other discussions.  Brekke motion to close public hearing at 7:29 pm.  Rahe second. Roll 
call. Motion carried (5-0). Hagstrom motion to approve Ordinance #4-2020 to approve the first reading. Brekke second. Roll call. 
Motion carried (5-0). Hagstrom motion to approve to suspend the requirement for three reading of Ordinance #4-2020.  Brekke 
second. Roll call. Motion (4-0) Hanover abstain. Hagstrom motion to approve the final passage and adoption with respect to 
Ordinance #4-2020 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PALO CODE OF ORDINANCE OF 2008, OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY 
AMENDING CHAPTER 165 IN REFERENCE TO THE RE-ZONING AND THE PALO ZONING MAP. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion 
carried (4-0) Hanover abstain.   
 
H.R. Green: Jerry Phipps stated Robertson contacted H.R. Green for a couple potential new projects.  One for the water and 
second for wastewater lift station. For water, add additional finish water storage.  Would help in two different ways.  Additional 
operation flexibility during the summer on max demand a few days out of the year so City can take water tower service and still 
provide a full service and fire protection. Discussed DNR and funding. Second project lift stations that serves the sewer that’s 
pumped to Cedar Rapids.  There have been potential issues with electrical & control issues and some other motor failures. They 
would start off with inspection and check with DNR for requirements. Jerry Phipps will work on a proposal.  
 
Linn County Secondary Roads: Rahe motion to approve all roads being paved at $487,257.19 in 2021. Rieck second. Roll call. 
Motion carried (5-0).  
 
Consider Ordinance #5-2020 An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinance of the City of Palo, Iowa, BY Amending Provisions 
Pertaining to Speed Limits: Hagstrom motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance #5-2020.  Hanover questioned if City 
could change speed limits when road is in Linn County.  Mayor Van Kerckhove said he spoke with Garret from Linn County 
Secondary Roads. Brekke stated that City proposes, then they adopt it.  Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-1) Hanover 
voted no. Hagstrom motion to approve to suspend requirement for three readings of Ordinance # 5-2020. Rieck second. Roll 
call. Motion carried (5-1) Hanover voted no.  Brekke asked Hanover is reason.  Hanover disagrees taking HWY down that far. He 
said it’s an HWY, its not downtown where we have houses on both sides and kids playing. It’s a through way from one town to 
another town. Rahe states kids are walking from Dry Creek Estates to the Mini Mart. Hagstrom motion to approve final passage 
and adoption with respect to Ordinance # 5-2020 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PALO CODE OF ORDINANCE OF 2008, OF THE 
CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY AMENDING THE PROVISION PERTAINING TO SPEED LIMITS.  Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-1) 
Hanover voted no. 
 
Solid Waste: Goodale notified Council that solid waste seal bids ends tonight. Council will need to decide on March 16, 2020 to 
allow Rudd 90-day notice.  Discussion had.  No action.  
 
Munson Electric quote $3164 Lighting on Maintenance Building: Rahe motion to approve lighting for maintenance building in 
the amount of $3164.  Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Munson Electric camera/card access system: Robertson went over bids. $3820 is for proximity reader. $6400 for dome 



cameras, bullet cameras and equipment.  $8341 to upgrade NVR storage to 5TB and upgrade exterior cameras to 4K. Brekke 
would like to reach out to our current provider to get quotes.  Rahe motion to table to get more bids and more information on 
cameras at Memorial Park before summer.  Brekke would like another quote for proximity reader.  Mayor Van Kerckhove 
requested three sealed bids.  Rieck asked what is the threshold for sealed bids?  
  
City Hall/Community Center/Fire department quotes Summit Fire Protection $3000/$2600; Vrban Fire itemized quote; and 
ELITE $600/$285: Discussion had regarding the price differences. Rieck stated he has worked with both companies and they 
both do great work. Hagstrom asked Robertson to reach out to Munson to see if they could do the electrical for the fire alarm 
inspection. Brekke requested to contact ELITE to have them compare exactly what the City needs and then contact Vrban to 
have them break down the exact cost from their quote. Tabled 
 
Hanover left meeting at 8:22 pm. 
 
Old Business:  Rahe asked about mosquito bids. Brekke requested to have mosquito bids added to next agenda.  
 
New Business: Goodale informed Mayor Van Kerckhove that M.J. decided not to lease the boat ramp.  They found another area.  
 
Resident stated she missed the audience comments.  She informed D&H is crossing over the bridge on 1st.  Goodale stated that 
she contacted D&H as a courtesy. He stated drivers are from out of town and are different drivers.  Goodale asked him to 
remind drivers when leaving.  Goodale stated City can’t write tickets, so if residents see this happening, they need to call Linn 
County Sheriff.  
 
Brekke motion by to adjourn. Rahe second.  Meeting adjourned at 8:24 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, Lenna Goodale 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 


