
City of Palo    City of Palo Regular Council Meeting                    March 16, 2020 
 
The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, March 16, 2020 at the Palo Community Center in the Council 
Chambers. Mayor Van Kerckhove called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following Council present: 
Doug Hanover, Andrea Rahe, Travis Rieck, Angie Brekke, Pete Hagstrom.  Others Present: Lenna Goodale, City 
Clerk; Clark Robertson, Public Works. Mayor Van Kerckhove led those present in the pledge of allegiance. 
Hanover motioned for approval of the agenda. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Rahe motion of the 
approval of the consent of agenda.  Rieck second. Roll call.  Motion carried (5-0). 

CLAIMS REPORT   

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    8,166.11 

ANDERSON-BOGERT                ENGINEERING                       7,476.00 

C4 OPERATIONS BACKGROUND CHECK MCKINSTRY & PFLUGHAUPT BG CKS     54 

CAMPBELL SUPPLY CEDAR RAPIDS   WATER PLANT PPE SUPPLIES          112.61 

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       11,120.67 

CITY OF FAIRFAX                INSPECTOR                         1,826.88 

CJ COOPER & ASSOCIATES INC     DRUG TESTING DOT                  70 

CYNTHIA STIMSON                MENTOR WORK 2-23                  279.45 

D & K PRODUCTS                 THAWMASTER TRIPLE MELT 50 LB      416.5 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2,192.06 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2,408.13 

EREK SITTIG                    LEGAL FEES                        2,226.00 

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.   LEGAL PUBLICATION                 466.5 

GORDON FLESCH COMPANY          01-31-20 TO 02-28-20 PERIOD       600 

HACH COMPANY                   CHEMICALS_WATER                   281.12 

HAWKINS, INC.                  CHEMICALS_SEWER                   2,435.92 

IDNR                           CONSTRUCTION PERMIT APP           100 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE     STATE TAXES                       671 

IOWA PRISON INDUSTRIES         STREET SIGNS                      40 

IPERS                          IPERS                             2,800.29 

INFRASTRUCTURE TECHNOLOGY SOLU LENOVO FOR WATER DEPARTMENT       2,419.70 

JAYDEN BISSON                  EMT CERTIFICATION                 20 

JETCO, INC.                    SERVICE/LABOR WATER PLANT         657.11 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           SUPPLIES                          333.7 

KATIE STOBER                   CLEANING SERVICE                  700 

KEYSTONE LABORATORIES          TESTING                           120 

KIRKWOOD COMMUNITY COLLEGE     EMS & CARDIAC EMERGENCIES         40 

LINN COUNTY FIRE FIGHTERS ASSN ESSENTIALS BOOK                   162.5 

LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     287.9 

MIDWAY OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT       2CL BELT & 1C CABLE TRACTION      41.56 

MUNSON ELECTRIC INC            GENERATOR RESEARCH & T/SHOOT      828.49 

OFFICE EXPRESS                 SUPPLIES                          34.9 

P & K MIDWEST                  SICKLE BAR MOWER & REAR BLADE     10,708.50 

PALO COOP.                     PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                903.55 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              CLERICAL EXPENSE                  35 

PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL        GENERAL PEST CONTROL PROGRAM      32.1 

RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      2,157.72 

REXCO EQUIPMENT INC.           MIRROR & RH/LH LED                478.45 



ROTO-ROOTER                    204 CHURCH STREET                 865 

RUDD SANITATION INC.           SOLID WASTE                       6,389.00 

SHERWIN-WILLIAMS               PAINT FOR MAINT INTERIOR          731.08 

SUPERIOR INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT  REPAIR FLOWSERVE SUBM PUMP        20,207.66 

TRANE U.S. INC                 CONTROL SYSTEM REPAIR - CC        764 

UHS PREMIUM BILLING            HEALTH INSURANCE                  1,869.94 

US BANK                        FEB 2020 STATEMENT                628.53 

US CELLULAR                    CELL PHONE                        241.93 

US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           248.5 

US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           247.5 

USA BLUEBOOK                   WATER SUPPLIES                    1,147.07 

WEST SIDE AGENCY INC           NEW BUSINESS POL#IA5191660        270 

WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    76.47 

Accounts Payable Total           97,391.10 

Total Paid On:  2/20/20             6,188.29 

Total Paid On:  3/06/20             6,430.06 

Total Payroll Paid                  12,618.35 

TOTAL   110,009.45 

REVENUE BY FUND   

GENERAL FUND                           11,430.68 

ROAD USE FUND                          12,657.88 

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND                 368.67 

EMERGENCY FUND  58.52 

TIF TOTAL  1,248.02 

FEMA TOTAL  58,368.88 

DEBT SERVICE TOTAL  428.40 

WATER TOTAL                             14,073.17 

SEWER TOTAL                         33,447.07 

TOTAL FUNDS                       132,081.29 

 
Linn County Sheriff Report: Linn County Sheriff Deputy Streets presented the activity report for February 18, 
2020 to March 16, 2020 with 87 required hours, 143.7 actual hours worked and 45 calls for service. 
 
Audience Comments: No discussion had. No action. 
 
Department Reports: Robertson went over maintenance report.  Rahe asked about pumps.  Robertson said 
pump have been received, getting ready to install.  Hanover questioned pending white truck title.  Goodale 
explained that paperwork was never completed. Goodale sent paperwork into DOT & is waiting for the title.  
Brekke would like City to communicate with residents when City implements the new 35 speed zone.  Mayor 
Van Kerckhove will contact Major Colston to have speed trailer placed on Hwy 94.  Goodale will email residents 
& post on FB regarding the new speed zone.  
 
Fire Department: Fire Chief notified Goodale that the department might be cancelling the pancake breakfast 
due to corona virus.   
P&Z minutes: No discussion had. 
 
FY21 Budget: Rahe open public hearing at 6:37 pm.  Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). No discussion 
had. Hanover closed public hearing at 6:38 pm. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  Cynthia Stimson 



spoke regarding the budget.  Goodale was able to shift some street expenses to the general fund to get the 
road use to end with a positive amount. Also transfer to move money from the general fund to CDBG fund 
which had a large negative number. Stimson suggested having a budget workshop in July. Brekke motion to 
pass resolution 031620A FY21 Budget. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Setting Public Hearing FY20 Budget Amendment: Hanover motion to pass resolution 031620B setting the public 
hearing on April 20,2020 at 6:30 pm. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Naming Depository: Goodale explained this needs to be changed every two years and the max amount needs to 
be increased. The City is over on the max amount.  Brekke motion to approve resolution 031620C. Rieck second. 
Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Investment Policy: Goodale explained that investment policy with the City was every five years, should be every 
two years.  Hanover motion to approve resolution 031620D. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Consider P.O.S. 2401 A Division of Land within The City of Palo:  Hanover asked if P.O.S. is the property that 
Ralston has.  Goodale stated yes.  Brekke asked if this is going to be divided into two parcels.  Hanover stated 
that 1.93 acres off the East end divided.  Steve Scott stated that the division is splitting off the tillable. Brekke’s 
only question regarding sectioning off parcels and the access to the parcel. Brekke has concerns with Dale Lee 
Dr being a resident road and having commercial equipment on the road. Brekke asked what the intention is for 
the parcel.  Steve Scott stated that it has be rezoned already. Scott mentioned that the only purpose for the POS 
is for transfer purposes and not intended to create a double parcel.  This is for transferring purposes only.  
 
 
Trevor Jenkins from Ralston Construction stated running sewer would cost a lot for the rest of the parcel.  He 
said it would be hard to add a frontage road and keeping prices down so others would want to build a shop or 
rent space on the property.  He doesn’t see how they could make a frontage road work from a cost standpoint.  
Jenkins continued saying right now they are looking at building a shop and, in the future, adding more light 
industrial buildings further down the line.  They would like to leave it open to one parcel, so that maybe 
someone would want the whole parcel or only want two acres, but as far as a time frame for another building 
or more buildings, there is none.  More discussion had.  Cynthia stated the purpose for considering P.O.S. 2401 
is allowing Ralston to purchase the land. Once a parcel, then P&Z and Council can review the preliminary plat 
and make requirements for access roads, utilities etc.  Hagstrom motion to approve resolution 031620E.  Brekke 
second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Consider Preliminary Plat for Ralston Commercial Park.  Cynthia stated if this is the preliminary plat for the POS, 
this is where Council can take time to ask for details, have engineer review.  Rahe motion to table.  She would 
like engineer at next meeting along with Mark Ralston to ask questions. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion 
carried (4-1). Rieck voted no.  Steve Scott would like clarification on which questions Council has.  Scott 
explained they have been through P&Z and meetings with engineer.  They have done reviews.  Scott stated they 
have been through the whole process with everybody.  What are the questions?  Rahe said she would like to 
know what they are going to do with property.  Where are the roads going? What is going in there?  Scott said 
its rezoned for light industrial. Brekke’s main concern is the access.  She feels access should come from 1st 
Street and having residential road mix with commercial.  Scott said in the process of the discussions, the point is 
that there is a RR and Hwy on the other side of property. Therefore, this would not be residential on the other 
side of the street. He continued if you have a street, do you call it residential street? Does Palo have standards 
different for residential as opposed to light industrial? A street is a street. The question is, is there a standard 
that says one street is residential and one is light industrial. Brekke said there isn’t a standard, that the City has 
maintained it as a residential road.  Brekke asked if there is a planned access off 1st Street.  Jenkins stated yes 



for the shop.  That all shop traffic would go off 1st Street.    
 
Consider Plan of Improvements for Ralston Commercial Park: Hanover motion to table resolution 031620G. 
Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-1).  Rieck voted no.  Brekke asked Rieck where he is on this subject. 
Rieck stated it is drawn out on the map. He said the gentleman representing Ralston stated its off-1st Street.  
Rieck doesn’t have any concerns.  Hanover asked Jenkins if that was for the shop.  Jenkins replied yes.  Rieck 
also stated that engineer and everyone signed off and he trusts those individuals.  
 
Linn County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan 2019: Goodale informed Council regarding Linn County 
receiving fund process that they adopt multi-jurisdictional hazard mitigation plan.  Each city must approve their 
section.  Hagstrom motion to approve resolution 031620H. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
P&Z commission appointment: Brekke motion to approve resolution 031620I to appoint Kendra Aarhus to the 
Planning and Zoning Commission.  Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Purchasing Policy: Purchasing items over $2,000 will be required to fill out PO. Hagstrom motion to approve 
resolution 031620J. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
2020 Mosquito Bid: Discussion had.  Rieck stated Jake would add larvae pellets in seven areas.  Hanover said 
that both companies sprayed for the Mud Runs.  Brekke motion to pass resolution 031620K to hire Jake’s 
Custom Application $5,250 for the 2020 mosquito spraying. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  Rieck 
stated to make sure they add larvae pellets in the contract. 
 
Baseball Rental Fees: Discussion had. Brekke motion to approve resolution 031620L of $14 per hour during the 
weekdays and $15 per hour during the weekends starting April 1, 2020. Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried 
(5-0). 
Solid Waste:  Discussion had regarding sealed bids received in regard to future solid waste carrier. Rieck likes 
that ABC is local. Republic is a national company; they would prefer a seven-year contract with a 4% annual 
increase. Rieck reached out to Fairfax and liked how they have the cleanup day.  Cynthia informed Council 
about how City of Fairfax does the annual cleanup day.  Brekke stated that she never heard of every other week 
with recycling and yard waste when looking at ABC & Republic's bid.  She asked if this was common.  Cynthia 
stated Fairfax does that.  Discussion had on ABC's opt 1 or opt 2. Question was asked if resident chooses not to 
have yard waste, what is stopping them.  ABC stated drivers will see on tablet and won’t collect.  Rahe motion 
to approve resolution 031620M with ABC Disposal for 48 months with options 1. Discussion had regarding 
contract months. Rahe continued with updating her motion to 60 months, weekly yard waste and every other 
week for recycling. Brekke asked if City could get more clarification from our attorney? Rahe asked what 
clarification was needed.  Brekke stated if City could have option 1 and option 2.  Rahe stated she motioned for 
option 1 due to that purpose. Rieck motioned to approve ABC as stated with options 1 and 2 offered to 
residents.  Goodale stated, there can’t be two motions.  Rahe’s motion died of lack of 2nd.  Rieck motioned to 
approve 1 and 2 with the yearly increments as listed. Republic representative stated they would offer smaller 
containers if residents requested, but the bid has 95 gallons. Rieck said he looked at what’s best for citizens.  
They are requesting to have ways to get rid of garbage and yard waste for respectable price.  Our current 
company can’t go above 35 gallons.  They don’t have interest in automation.  They can’t up-size or offer yard 
waste other than bags; that is what brought this to attention and the dumpster that City has spent $10,000 
between dumping and labor in the middle of town.  Brekke asked Cynthia can City request a different 
agreement as far as contract term length.  Cynthia stated City can accept bid and then City would get contract 
to review with attorney.  Rieck said this is for accepting the bid.  Brekke second Rieck's motion.  Roll call.  Rahe 
abstain.  Mayor Van Kerckhove asked Rahe if she had a legal conflict of interest from abstaining. Rahe stated no.  
Motion carried (3-2).  Rahe and Hagstrom voted no.  



Hanover left meeting at 7:51 pm.  Old Business: Resident stated last council meeting his concern regarding 
permit price was tabled.  He would like to know when topic will be addressed or how he finds out the final 
discussion. Hanover entered meeting at 7:53 pm.  Brekke called Linn County to get clarification after the last 
Council meeting.  Goodale explained from 2018 that city charges based off square footage.  More discussion 
had.  Mayor Van Kerckhove stated to resident that he was quoted correctly.  New Business:  Mayor Van 
Kerckhove said that Cynthia would stay after meeting if anyone had questions as she attended the Emergency 
Management Agency earlier in the day.  Mayor Van Kerckhove also stated that as of tomorrow March 17, 2020, 
a letter will be posted letting residents know that the City will be closing all City facilities until further notice so 
that we can protect our city staff as best as possible and to continue to provide services that our community 
needs. Hagstrom wanted to thank Matt Swehla for helping with the ball diamonds.  Matt will also be 
designating some Saturdays to donate some lime.  Last year was 35 tons per diamond.  Also, there are a couple 
volunteers that will help spread and pack the lime. Rieck asked Matt if he wanted to talk about fertilizer this 
year.  Matt stated that he has been fertilizing the City for four years now.  Matt is going to purchase equipment 
for liquid instead of granular. He feels liquid is the way to go.  He stated pricing hasn’t changed.  $11 per bag.  
He would do six rounds, two liquid and four granular. Brekke asked if Matt could have his quote in by Friday 
March 27, 2020.  Rahe stated there is interest in the community for creating a Google sheet for people who 
might need items in this crisis. The sheet would not be City owned nor is the City responsible for the sheet.  
Rieck suggested maybe WLCG.  Hagstrom left meeting at 8:06 pm. Discussion had.  Resident asked if she could 
get into City Hall to pay bills. Mayor Van Kerckhove said no that City has drop boxes.  
 
Motion by Hanover to adjourn, seconded by Brekke, meeting adjourned at 8:08 PM. 
Respectfully submitted by, Lenna Goodale 
 
 

 


