
City of Palo   City of Palo Regular Council Meeting                                April 18,2022 
The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, April 18,2022, at the Palo Community Center in the Council Chambers. Mayor Eric Van Kerckhove 
called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following council present: Angie Brekke, Jen Welton, and Pete Hagstrom.  Others Present: Lenna 
Goodale, City Clerk; Allison Groff, Deputy Clerk; Clark Robertson, Public Works; and Dan Morgan, City Attorney. Mayor Van Kerckhove led those 
present in the pledge of allegiance. Hagstrom motioned for approval of the agenda. Welton second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Hagstrom 
motioned to approve the consent agenda including Palo Mini Mart liquor and tobacco renewal. Brekke second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0).  

CLAIMS REPORT   

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 

ABC DISPOSAL SYSTEMS, INC      GARBAGE 10318.64 

AGVANTAGE, FS, INC.            FUEL                              300.00 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    6866.22 

ALTORFER INC                   SKID LOADER                       808.50 

ANDERSON-BOGERT                ENGINEERING                       1788.00 

BRECKE INC.                    CC HEATING UNITS                  37.56 

BRYAN MATSON                   SUPPLIES                          10.69 

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       24657.67 

CINTAS CORPORATION             AUTO AGREEMENT                    130.59 

CITY OF FAIRFAX                INSPECTOR                         4044.07 

CYNTHIA STIMSON                MENTOR 40.85 

DELTA DENTAL OF IOWA           DENTAL INSURANCE                  450.78 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2266.07 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2365.74 

EREK SITTIG                    LEGAL FEES                        504.00 

FRIEDA COONROD EMBROIDERY      UNIFORM  12.00 

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS,  LEGAL PUBLICATION                 445.48 

HACH COMPANY                   CHEMICALS_WATER                   342.60 

HAWKEYE COMMUNICATION          ANNUAL FIRE ALARM                 571.00 

HAWKINS, INC.                  CHEMICALS_SEWER                   723.74 

IPERS                          IPERS                             3572.21 

ITS REPLACEMENT UPS/PDU               2194.65 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           UNIFORM/SUPPLIES                  430.20 

KENWOOD RECORDS MGT            RECYCLE BIN                       90.62 

KOCH OFFICE GROUP              CONTRACT PRINTING                 162.63 

LENNA GOODALE                  MILEAGE- SHIRTS & TRAINING        29.64 

LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     180.67 

LINN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE   CONTRACT FOR SERVICES             9918.00 

LINN COUNTY TREASURER          ENGINEER BRIDGE                   2880.00 

MENARDS                        SUPPLIES                          30.98 

MENARDS-MARION                 TESTING                           138.69 

MERCY CEDAR RAPIDS             FIRE DEPT PHYSICALS               72.00 

MUNSON ELECTRIC INC            THERM STAT                        800.51 

OFFICE EXPRESS                 SUPPLIES                          39.90 

P & K MIDWEST                  CUTTING EDGE                      572.28 

PALO COMMUNICATIONS            PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                951.28 

PLUMB SUPPLY COMPANY           SINK                              279.92 

PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL        PEST- WATER TREATMENT             75.00 

RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      2296.72 

REXCO EQUIPMENT INC.           SKID LOADER                       21.48 

SANDRY FIRE SUPPLY LLC         SEWER- SMOKE TEST                 44.00 

SCHIMBERG CO                   PUMP FLANG                        546.82 



SKY FORD CHRYSLER              TRUCKS- OIL & AIR FILTERS         141.59 

SOLBERGS                       NAME PLATE- JEN                   25.93 

SPEER FINANCIAL, INC,          NOV 2021 BILL 375.00 

STORM STEEL                    TRACTOR HITCH                     25.96 

UHS PREMIUM BILLING            HEALTH INSURANCE 2456.49 

US BANK                        CC BILL                           527.24 

US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           276.40 

USA BLUEBOOK                   TESTING                           406.84 

WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    202.57 

Accounts Payable Total           86450.42 

Total Paid On:  4/01/22             7475.50 

Total Paid On:  4/15/22             7796.99 

Total Payroll Paid                  15272.49 

***** REPORT TOTAL *****         101722.91 

March   

General Fund 51,078.06  

Road Use Fund 8,787.11  

Employee Benefits 2,466.62  

L.O.S.T. 31,095.46  

TIF 11,698.05  

Debt Service 4,307.94  

Water Fund 16,479.62  

Sewer Fund 37,604.69  

Total Revenue: 163,517.55  

   

General Fund 43,651.74  

Road Use Fund 12,683.87  

Employee Benefits  2,622.84  

Water Fund 22,568.05  

Sewer Fund 24,273.95  

Total Expenses: 105,800.45  
 
Deputy Pease present to give Linn County Sheriff report.  29 calls. Had a string of vandalism and break ins to vehicles. Mayor Van Kerckhove open 
agenda related audience comments at 6:34 pm.  No comments. Closed comments at 6:35 pm. Goodale gave clerk reports.  Had 56 penalties, 2 shut 
offs, 12 shut off courtesy calls, and 4 nuisance letters on Junk-Junk Vehicles. Received one payment from the Offset Program for pasted utilities bill.  
Submitted ICAP and Public Health Grant. FEMA will be issuing 15% more federal funds from Derecho. This went from 75% to 90%, this includes closed 
out projects. Donated resources are not included.  Working with Anderson-Bogert on water and sewer rates.  City filed sheriff report for vandalism at 
Zeller Park. Linn County Sheriff detective returned the computer hard drives from 2019 computer breach.  IMFOA conference is Thursday and Friday. 
Hagstrom asked questions when Goodale was finished; if the hard drives were the ones sent to Homeland Security.   Goodale stated the hard drives 
have been at Linn County with the detective.  They’ve been sitting there since 2019 and the case has been closed, there was no evidence on them, 
Linn County returned them. Robertson gave maintenance report. Has been working on contactor two, waiting to hear from DNR on the results of the 
contactor. They did meter reads.  Working on grants. Getting quotes for power behind the old bank.  Quotes for pond work. Started sweeping streets 
and the fire station.  Getting ballfields ready with lime.  Cleaning ditches and moved dirt at the boat ramp.  Meeting with WesTech.  Eight people 
from WI will be touring the water treatment plant on Wednesday. Received $35,000 grant for the water department. Rob Jongquist from the Fire 
Department present to give report. 10 calls. Two mutual aid, one brushfire, one structure fire, one assist to deputies, four medical and one vehicle 
accident. Getting ready for the pancake breakfast for Sunday. 23 members.  Working on getting all members their physicals. Still working on bylaws. 
Training on blood-borne pathogens. Fire Department had a couple request to help with burning.  The weather hasn’t been cooperating. Training on 
grain bin rescue in Center Point. Mayor Van Kerckhove had nothing to report this month. Tracey Achenback with ECICOG present to speak regarding 
Home Rehabilitation Block Grant Pilot Program for Palo’s downtown area. Palo has been invited to participate in the pilot program. It’s a program 
that you must be invited to apply.  This would be an extension of the downtown area and the Housing Rehabilitation Program that the city has going 
on.  It would allow the city to use the ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act) funds first instead of using all LMI funds. This would allow more funding for 
residents.  It requires 25% local match.  Achenback said that the city could use LMI funds. The city has four residents that has applied for the city’s 
Housing Rehabilitation Program Project with ECICOG and is in process. One is for construction and three are ready for specs. She would like to hold 
off on the three to see if we can get the ARPS funds for these three to allow more money for residents. Achenback states that if city could get ARPS 



funding, the city could use the city’s Housing Rehabilitation funds and apply both fundings together.  The city’s program is for exterior, and ARPS is 
for interior and exterior. Achenback feels this is a great opportunity for the city to extend the dollars we have. More discussion had. Achenback asked 
council if its ok to put a hold on the three properties to see if they would be able to get more funding.  Council agreed. Brekke motion to move 
forward with the Home Rehabilitation Block Grant Pilot Program. Hagstrom second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Brekke motion to approve 
Resolution No. 041822A setting the public hearing for the budget amendment FY22.  Hagstrom second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Mayor 
Van Kerckhove opens the public hearing on designation of the Prairie Meadows Phase 1 Urban Renewal Area and on Urban Renewal Plan and Project 
at 7:02 pm. Hagstrom motion to open the public hearing.  Welton second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). No discussion.  Hagstrom motion to 
close the public hearing at 7:03 pm. Welton second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Brekke motion to approve Resolution No. 041822B renewal 
plan and project for the Prairie Meadows Phase 1 Urban Renewal Area. Hagstrom second.  Roll call. Motion carried (3-0). Brekke motion to approve 
the first reading of Ordinance No. 30-2022 An Ordinance Providing for the Division of Taxes Levied on Taxable Property in the Prairie Meadows 
Phase 1 Urban Renewal Area, Pursuant to Section 403.19 of the Code of Iowa. Welton second. Roll call. Motion carried (3-0). Hagstrom motion to 
approve the second reading of Ordinance No. 31-2022. Welton second. Roll call. Motion carried (3-0). Brekke motion to suspend the requirement for 
a third meeting, and adoption with respect to Ordinance No. 31-2022. Welton second. Roll call. Motion carried (3-0). Brekke motion the final reading 
and passage and adoption with respect to Ordinance No. 31-2022 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PALO CODE OF ORDINANCE OF 2008, OF THE 
CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 165 IN REFERENCE TO THE RE-ZONING AND THE PALO ZONING MAP. Hagstrom second. Roll call. 
Motion carried (3-0). Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution No. 041822C setting a date at which it is proposed to approve a development 
agreement with Forest Ridge LLC, including annual appropriation tax increment payment. Brekke second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). 
Hagstrom motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 34-2022 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 90 “WATER SERVICE” of the Code of 
Ordinances of The City of Palo, Iowa. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (3-0).  Brekke motion to table Ordinance No. 35-2022 An Ordinance 
Amending the Palo Code of Ordinances of 2008 of The City of Palo, Iowa, By Amending Chapter 152 Culvert Regulations. Goodale will add to 
infrastructure meeting on May 12, 2022. Welton second. Roll call. Motion carried (3-0). Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution No. 041822D 
appointing Doug Hanover to Planning and Zoning Board. Welton second. Roll call. Motion carried (3-0). Discussion had on Viking Industrial Painting 
contract. Contract would begin second quarter 2022 at $4952. Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution No. 041822I approving Viking Industrial 
Painting contract with quarterly payments $4952. Brekke second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Discussion had on council training from Dan 
Morgan. Brekke motion to approve council training for $1000 with Lynch Dallas. Hagstrom second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Discussion 
had on mosquito control.  Robertson would like to see what it would take to have city spray next year.  He will get information on applicators license.  
Hagstrom motion to approve Jake’s Custom Applicating $7,500. Brekke second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Mayor Van Kerckhove informed 
council that West Linn Community Group has donated $2500 to go towards basketball hoops at the new park by post office. Brekke motion to 
approve Future Star Courts quote for $4500. Welton second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Agenda request from Doug Hanover regarding the 
Palo Cemetery. Brekke motion to allow the Palo Cemetery committee to use the library for yearly meetings at no cost. Hagstrom second. 3 Yeas, 0 
Nay. Motion carried (3-0).  Hanover also asked council for a donation from the city.  Discussion had on appropriate donations. Hagstrom also 
suggested social media to let residents know about purchasing plots. Goodale will add donation to next meeting. Hagstrom motion to approve 
Resolution No. 041822E temporary placement of signs in the public right of way. Welton second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Discussion had 
on contract/lease agreement for boat ramp regarding $1000 per month and using a template for the lease agreement. Each lease agreement will 
need to be approved by council. Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution No. 041822F the lease agreement for $1000 per month at the boat ramp.  
Brekke second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Brekke motion to approve the League of Cities workshop with Fairfax. Palo’s cost $375 for 
training with Planning and Zoning and Board of Adjustments. Hagstrom second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Hagstrom motion to approve the 
SmartCover System quote for $2808. Welton second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Robertson meeting with Prairie Road Builders and LL Pelling 
Co next week to get city assessments. Hagstrom motion to table seal coat for May meeting. Brekke second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). 
Hagstrom would like to talk with the American Legion regarding painting the rock at Memorial Park because of the graffiti in Palo.  Discussion also 
had on donations. Brekke motion to table with Hagstrom following up with Eldon.  Welton second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Hagstrom 
motion to approve Resolution No. 041822G approving Allison Groff 90-day employee review. Hourly wage increased from $17.00 to $17.50.  Brekke 
second. Roll call. Motion carried (3-0). Discussion had regarding Palo in the Park. WLCG would like to use the green space behind the old bank. The 
second Thursday in June, July, and Aug. 5:30 pm – 8:00 pm. A trailer would be used to have new band each month.  Resident could bring blankets, 
coolers, picnic and listen to good music. Hagstrom motion to approve WLCG Palo in the Park in the green space. Brekke second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. 
Motion carried (3-0).  Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution No. 041822H street closure for Palo in the Park. Brekke second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion 
carried (3-0). Mayor Van Kerckhove read item # 30. Upon advice of legal counsel, under Iowa Code Section 21.5(1) j. To discuss the purchase or sale 
of particular real estate only where premature disclosure could be reasonably expected to increase the price the governmental body would have to 
pay for that property or reduce the price the governmental body would receive for that property. Hagstrom motion to go into closed session at 8:02 
pm. Welton second. Roll call. Motion carried (3-0). 8:21 pm in regular session, Brekke motion to proceed what was discussed in the closed session 
regarding public nuisance property. Welton second. Roll call. Motion carried (3-0). General audience comments opened at 8:22 pm. Palo resident 
wanted council to know he is willing to donate his time with the baseball fields.  He will help with mowing, fertilizing, and trimming on the inside of 
the fields. Hagstrom and Robertson will let resident know when they need his help. Second Palo resident would like to see new trees planted at the 
cemetery. He would like to know if city had extra dirt to fill in corner of yard. Robertson said yes. He asked about the compost pile.  Hagstrom and 
Brekke explain the problem was multiple items were being dumped. It was getting out of hand and the upkeep was a lot for the city.  Brekke stated 
the city has yard waste yardies now. Resident also commented on city banners. He stated there are only a couple banners up, they are too small and 
can’t read. Hagstrom, mention they blew away with the high winds.  Brekke also explain banners came from a grant. This was the first time around 
ordering banners, will note his suggestion. Resident also brought up his missing photobook that he gave to the city. He feels the cleaning lady, 
council, or city staff stole these photobooks, that it was an inside job. He would like the city to hire an investigator. Mayor Van Kerckhove stated since 
the first-time resident brought up the missing books, city staff has looked for those books.  Hagstrom stated that no one on council would not have 
any use for them, maybe for history purposes but to accuse one of them and their character is a ridiculous statement. Mayor closed general audience 
comments at 8:34 pm.  Old business: Amnesty Day will be May 14 from 8 am – 12 pm. Goodale will send out notice to residents regarding what is 
acceptable. Mayor informed council that Linn Co Board of Supervisors granted the city $35,000 for sanitary sewer and water improvement. Goodale 
also stated that there will be a second round of funding.  Mayor reminded council of the water and sewer workshop. New business: Robertson spoke 
to council regarding community mailboxes in Cedar River Estates. The mail carrier keeps getting wider on the shoulder of the road and ruining the 
roads. Robertson will get more information and cost to bring to council. Goodale needed clarification on sheds at Memorial Park.  One shed is for the 



city to use, and the other two sheds are from rental. Hagstrom agreed. City needs to go through shed to separate items baseball items. Brekke 
motion to adjourn at 8:47 pm. Welton second. 3 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (3-0). Respectfully Submitted, Lenna Goodale 

 

 

 


