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The Palo City Council met in open session Monday April 19, 2021 at the Palo Community Center in the 
Council Chambers. Mayor Eric Van Kerckhove called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following 
council present: Doug Hanover, Angie Brekke, Travis Rieck, and Pete Hagstrom.  Others Present: Lenna 
Goodale; City Clerk, Clark Robertson; Public Works, and Erek Sittig; City Attorney. Mayor Van Kerckhove led 
those present in the pledge of allegiance. Hagstrom motioned for approval of the agenda. Hanover second. 
Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  Hanover motioned to approve the consent agenda including the bill 
approval, treasurer's report, financial reports, council minutes from March 15, 2021 and April 5, 2021.  Palo 
Mini Mart tobacco permit renewal, liquor license renewal and Ducks Unlimited liquor license. Hagstrom 
second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). 

CLAIMS REPORT   

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 

A-1 RENTAL, INC                DETHATCHER                        64.20 

ABC DISPOSAL SYSTEMS, INC      SOLID WASTE                       19820.00 

AGVANTAGE, FS, INC.            FUEL                              300.00 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    5391.14 

ANDERSON-BOGERT                ENGINEERING                       6304.00 

AQUAFIX, INC.                  SEWER                             184.81 

C4 OPERATIONS BACKGROUND  BG CHECKS                         125.00 

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       16763.58 

CINTAS CORPORATION             CLEAN SUPPLIES                    208.08 

CITY OF FAIRFAX                INSPECTOR                         2878.92 

CONSOLIDATED ENERGY CO         FUEL                              619.24 

CRAIG MAERSCHALK               REFUND OVERPAYMT                  15.00 

CYNTHIA STIMSON                MENTOR 4-7-21                     69.42 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2613.36 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2482.16 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2557.18 

EREK SITTIG                    LEGAL FEES                        4172.00 

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.   LEGAL PUBLICATION                 158.19 

HACH COMPANY                   CHEMICALS_WATER                   293.48 

HAWKEYE COMMUNICATION          FIRE DEPT                         1448.20 

HAWKINS, INC.                  CHEMICALS_SEWER                   1676.92 

IAMU                           
21-22 WATER MEMB 
DUES             682.00 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE     STATE TAXES                       2208.00 

IOWA PUMP WORKS                PUMP WORK                         3080.00 

IOWA WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT     UNEMPLOYMENT                      587.83 

IPERS                          IPERS                             3219.33 

ITS MONTHLY IT                        468.20 

JEFF GIBBONS                   IFA MEMBERSHIP                    234.00 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           THEISENS                          338.58 

JUNGE FORD                     OIL & FILTER                      168.80 

KENWOOD RECORDS MGT            RECYCLE BIN                       75.71 
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KEYSTONE LABORATORIES          TESTING                           67.60 

KIRKWOOD COMMUNITY COLLEGE     CEU JAMES SEELY                   40.00 

KOCH BROTHERS                  COPIES                            142.03 

L.L. PELLING CO., INC.         PREMIX                            148.59 

LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     242.03 

LINN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE   CONTRACT FOR SERVICES             9657.00 

MENARDS                        TOOL HOLDER                       113.89 

MENARDS                        SUPPLIES                          26.51 

MUNSON ELECTRIC INC            LIFT ST PUMP                      762.78 

P & K MIDWEST                  SUPPLIES                          339.67 

PALO COOP.                     PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                864.67 

PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL        WATER TX                          75.00 

RALSTON CONSTRUCTION           REFND APP$                        25.00 

RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      2360.41 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE     SALES/WET TAXES                   3131.00 

STOREY KENWORTHY               SUPPLIES                          95.42 

SUMMIT COMPANIES               2021 MONITORING                   385.00 

UHS PREMIUM BILLING            HEALTH INSURANCE 2755.10 

US BANK                        US BANK                           134.87 

US CELLULAR                    CELL PHONE                        254.51 

US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           215.00 

USA BLUEBOOK                   SUPPLIES                          705.86 

WENDLING QUARRIES, INC.        ROCK                              205.80 

WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    128.75 

Accounts Payable Total           102083.82 

Total Paid On:  3/19/21             7886.66 

Total Paid On:  4/02/21             7141.56 

Total Paid On:  4/16/21             7436.33 

Total Payroll Paid                  22464.55 

***** REPORT TOTAL *****         124548.37 

   

March 2021   

General Fund 35,628.66  
Road Use Fund 8,308.62  
Employee Benefits  4,731.67  
Water Fund 10,381.55  
Sewer Fund 31,780.73  
Total Expenses: 90,831.23  
General Fund 268,298.03  
Road Use Fund 4,441.16  
Employee Benefits 1,131.18  
Emergerncy Fund 240.91  
TIF Fund 4,006.39  
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L.O.S.T. 20,456.68  
Debt Service Fund 2,506.69  
Water Fund 17,274.18  
Sewer Fund 39,455.80  
Total Revenue: 357,811.02  

 
Linn County Sheriff Deputy Streets presented the activity report with 155.4 hours worked with 87 actual 
hours required, and 48 calls. Audience Comments: Scott Wing present with Cedar Rapids School 
Transportation to discuss permit allowing school buses to be allowed over the first street bridge.  Mayor 
Van Kerckhove asked council if they had any questions; that topic would be discussed later further in the 
current agenda. Department Reports: Public Works: Robertson discussed that all lawn motors have been 
serviced.  Fixing the Kubota, patching the roads, started mowing.  Cleaning up rocks from the winter. 
Landscaping around City Hall will start next week. Robertson has contacted Major Colston regarding 
vehicles speeding on Blairs Ferry Rd and Shellsburg Rd. Cleaning up Zeller park, seeding parks, burned 
ditches. Going to start moving smart covers around to help with infiltration to the sewer lines. Randy 
present with Prairie Road Builders to discuss proposal. Brekke asked Randy if he could get a list of roads 
prepared so council can have time to look at the roads that need seal coating before the next council 
meeting. Brekke motioned to approve the PRB proposal for chipseal $2.47/sy and pea gravel $2.63/sy. 
Hagstrom second. Roll call. Rieck questioned LL Pelling Co bid was lower. Had discussion. Motion carried (3-
1; Rieck).  Mayor Van Kerckhove informed council that City does not have firm pricing currently from 
WesTech. Mayor would like to schedule a Special Meeting once the bid comes in to keep project moving 
along. Hagstrom asked Erek about the warranty. More discussion had. Hanover motion to approve 
SmartCover renewal for $2,578. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had on the 
Cedar Rapids School Transportation. Rieck question what changed. Mayor Van Kerckhove explained the city 
had wavier on file and this was a formality to update the wavier. Hagstrom motioned to approve 
Resolution No. 041921A approving a permit allowing the Cedar Rapids Community School District to 
operate various school buses exceeding the maximum load normally allowed over the first street bridge in 
Palo, Iowa. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Consider Ordinance No. 22-2021 replacing 
Chapter 160 adopting floodplain regulation; was tabled so that P&Z could go through ordinance. Mayor Van 
Kerckhove shared with council that the Palo Mini Mart donated eight (8) security cameras for the park. 
Discussion had on the fiber lines and the steps to install the security cameras.  Discussion had about adding 
a fence at the maintenance building. Brekke motioned to table.  Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried 
(4-0). Discussion had on mosquito spraying. Brekke motioned to approve Jakes Custom Application for 
$5,625.  Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Park & Rec Volleyball court waiting for another bid.  
Will add to agenda for next month. Discussion had regarding Council Rules and Procedures.  Will add to 
agenda for next month. Jay McKinstry present to ask council for a discount on renting the community 
center for Ducks Unlimited.  Hagstrom motioned to approve $200 for rental fee for Ducks Unlimited. 
Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had on the open gym hours during the weekday. 
Brekke motioned to approve the community center open gym hours will be 9:00 am-3:30 pm starting April 
26, 2021. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Grant awarded to the city for trees.  A list of the 
tree planting committee was given.  Rieck also suggested calling Linn County Extension to see about getting 
more trees.  Goodale will reach out to Scott Hiserote to invite him to our May council meeting.  Council has 
questions regarding what he would like to do for parking at 606 1st St in Palo. Brekke motioned to approve 
resident to be able to bring one of any “like” appliance to amnesty day and the city will cover that charge. 
Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  Hanover motioned to approve Resolution No. 041921B the 
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annual garage sale one way street designation.  Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  
Hanover motioned to approve Resolution No. 041921C approving a plat of Rinken Acres first addition to 
Linn County, Iowa at Anderson-Bogert recommendation.  Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). 
No discussion on old business. New business: Mayor Van Kerckhove informed council that the city was 
awarded $1000 for ICAP Grant that was submitted.  WLCG would like to place their sign at Hollenbeck Rd 
and Hwy 94 once they fix the sign and submit a sign permit.  Council agrees yes. Motion by Hanover to 
adjourn, seconded by Hagstrom, meeting adjourned at 7:28 pm.   
Respectfully submitted by, Lenna Goodale 


