City of Palo

City of Palo Regular Council Meeting

April 20, 2020

Council meeting of the Palo City Council was held April 20, 2020. In order to help stop the spread of the
COVID-19 virus, this council meeting of the Palo City Council was held electronically. Chapter 21.8 of the lowa
Code does permit an electronic meeting where all members participate remotely when an in-person meeting
is impossible or impractical, which is certainly true during this crisis. On March 19, 2020, Governor Reynolds
issued a Proclamation of Disaster Emergency which included a suspension of lowa laws that would prevent
the use of electronic meetings or the limitation on the number of people present at an in-person meeting
site. Therefore, only Mayor Van Kerckhove, City Clerk Lenna Goodale, Council members Angie Brekke and
Doug Hanover were present at Palo City Hall at 2800 Hollenbeck Rd. The agenda and the City’s social media
had this message posted more than 24 hours in advance to give instructions on how others could participate
in the meeting: Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the City of Palo will be holding city council meeting electronically
via a conference call. If you would like to participate, just before the meeting start time, you must call 1-978-
990-5000 and enter this access code: 705258. Only staff are allowed in City Hall. Mayor Van Kerckhove called
the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. Council members present electronically: Andrea Rahe, Pete Hagstrom,
Travis Rieck. Other city staff present: Lenna Goodale, City Clerk; Nancy Hildebrand, Deputy City Clerk; Clark
Robertson, Public Works and Erek Sittig, City Attorney. Mayor Van Kerckhove led the pledge of allegiance. Brekke
motioned for approval of the agenda. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Brekke motioned to approve the
consent agenda including the bill approval, DAR, Treasurer's report, Council minutes from April 6, 2020, Palo Mini Mart

tobacco permit and liquor license. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).

CLAIMS REPORT

VENDOR

ABC DISPOSAL

AGVANTAGE, FS, INC.

ALLIANT ENERGY
ANDERSON-BOGERT

BRECKE INC.

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.
CEDAR RIVER BILLBARD

CJ COOPER & ASSOCIATES INC
COMMERCIAL LIGHTING
CROWBAR'S LTD

CYNTHIA STIMSON

D & K PRODUCTS

EFTPS

EFTPS

EFTPS

EFTPS

EMSLRC

EREK SITTIG

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
GORDON FLESCH COMPANY
HACH COMPANY

HAWKINS, INC.

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
IOWA PRISON INDUSTRIES

IOWA WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
IPERS

REFERENCE

40YD DONE-WO#405573

FUEL

GAS & ELECTRIC

ENGINEERING

WINTERIZE SPLASH PAD

SEWER USAGE

6 YARD & 2 AUTH VEHICLE SIGNS
CLEARING HOUSE FEE-FMCSA REG
LED LIGHTS FOR SHOP-CRED USED
HEX BOLTS

CLERK MENTOR WORK - 3/22/2020
TURF PRODUCTS - GRASS SEED
FED/FICA TAX

FED/FICA TAX

TAXES 2018-2019

FED/FICA TAX

FIRE DEPT. TRAINING

LEGAL FEES

LEGAL PUBLICATION

3/31/20TO 4/29/20

WATER SUPPLIES
CHEMICALS_SEWER

STATE TAXES

SALES TAX

WET TAX

STREET SIGNS

UNEMPLOYMENT

IPERS

AMOUNT
724.60
848.33

8,091.07
5,906.00
5,481.72
9,993.81
100.00
25.00
209.47
1,976.61
179.38
292.50
2,378.06
2,146.20
81.37
2,176.23
88.00
2,086.00
979.77
300.00
146.06
2,825.43
656.00
520.00
2,431.00
71.10
660.80
2,883.86



IPERS

INFRASTRUCTURE TECHNOLOGY SOLU
JETCO, INC.

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL
KENWOOD RECORDS MGT
KEYSTONE LABORATORIES
KIRKWOOD COMMUNITY COLLEGE
KOCH BROTHERS

LINN COUNTY REC
MENARDS

MID-AMERICA RESEARCH CHEMICAL
MUNSON ELECTRIC INC
NANCY HILDEBRAND

PALO COOP.

PALO SAVINGS BANK
PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL
RALSTON CONSTRUCTION
RED LION RENEWABLES
RELIANCE STANDARD
RUDD SANITATION INC.
SHERWIN-WILLIAMS

STAR EQUIPMENT LTD
STOREY KENWORTHY
SUMMIT COMPANIES
TRENT MILLER

UHS PREMIUM BILLING

US BANK

US CELLULAR

US POSTAL

USA BLUEBOOK

WEX BANK

Accounts Payable Total
Total Paid On: 3/20/20
Total Paid On: 4/03/20
Total Paid On: 4/17/20
Total Payroll Paid

TOTAL

REVENUES

IPERS

LENOVO THINKBOOK 14' NOTEBOOK
WTP - CONTROL SERVICE
THEISEN'S PURCHASES

RECYCLE BIN

TESTING
BISSON-HARRISON-MILLER &
COPIER

STREET LIGHTS
TOOLS/PHOTOCELL TIMERS/BUTANE
NUKE DEGREASER & SEWER AID
INST HEATER H20 TWR/RETRO LED
DUPE KEYS FOR CITY LOCKED BOX
PHONE/FAX/INTERNET

CLERICAL EXPENSE

PEST CONTROL

BLACK DIRT

SOLAR PANELS

LIFE INSURANCE

SOLID WASTE

PAINT FOR PICNIC TABLES

AIR COMPRESSOR/AIR HOSE/WAND
COPIER PAPER & PAPER CLIPS
INSP CITY HALL & COMM CENTER
REIMBURSE FOR EMT RENEW FEE
HEALTH INSURANCE

MARCH 2020 STATEMENT

CELL PHONE

POSTAGE

LABOR STENNER DIG CHEM FEED
FIRE DEPT FUEL

GENERAL

ROAD USE
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
EMERGENCY FUND
LO.S.T

TIF

DEBT SERVICE

FEMA

WATER

SEWER

2,579.22
1,610.25
300.00
208.32
64.11
53.00
40.00
226.67
238.76
346.78
537.40
9,978.75
8.51
890.31
35.00
32.10
200.00
1,996.31
104.60
6,389.00
51.18
1,302.54
57.84
360.00
20.00
2,287.91
1,361.92
243.39
247.50
1,089.51
84.80
87,204.05
6,796.77
5,831.52
6,204.72
18,833.01
106,037.06

40,878.56
6,010.81
2,345.31

372.34
9,518.99
3,275.64
2,486.63

15,936.78

15,338.33

36,188.75



TOTAL 132,352.14
Linn County Sheriff activity report was mailed to City Hall. Dates included March 16, 2020 to April 20, 2020
with 87 required hours, 222.30 actual hours worked and 42 calls for service. Brekke and Hanover thought
actual hours were high. Hagstrom stated with the virus, kids being in the park. Van Kerckhove stated more
hours due to the new speed limit change. Maintenance Report: Robertson absent. Brekke inquired if City
maintains the ditches for washouts. Hanover stated that we have a back plow for that now. Audience
Comments: Matt Swehla wanted to know why he was not on the agenda. The last meeting Council asked him
to provide a 2020 proposal for fertilizing city ground. He said that he had a schedule for all the rounds and
costs, and that he was under the impression that it would be on the agenda. Mayor Van Kerckhove asked
Swehla where he sent the proposal because City Hall does not have it. Swehla stated that he gave itto a
council member and thought it was taken care of. Swehla did make copies for council but because of the virus
not able to hand them out. His concern is that he has already applied the first round. Second round would
need to be down before the next council meeting. What would council like him to do? Hagstrom asked
Swehla is the proposal the same as last year. Swehla stated that Zeller Park at Drake Dr was added. Last year
was $495 per round, this year $539 per round. Brekke said that council could not vote on proposal because its
not on the agenda. Though she does not have a problem with him continuing the rounds neither does
Hagstrom and Hanover. Matt would like to know what steps now that he can take from city council to get his
proposal for next time in the proper hands to be added to agenda. Goodale said that Matt called her on
Saturday to let her know that he did have permission from Robertson to apply first round. Mayor Van
Kerckhove asked Matt to give the proposal to Goodale, and that he would be added to next meeting. Mayor
Van Kerckhove told Matt to proceed with round two. No other discussion had.
Robertson entered call at 6:52 pm. FY20 Budget Amendment: Hanover opened public hearing at 6:48 pm.
Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Goodale stated the reason for the amendment is to bring
negative number current. She also went over the amendment form with the total budget as certified, the
current amendment proposal and the total budget after current amendment. Brekke closed public hearing at
6:50 pm. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Brekke motion to pass RESOLUTION NO. 042020A,
APPROVING FY20 BUDGET AMENDMENT. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Motioned by
Hagstrom, seconded by Rahe to introduce and approve the first reading of ORDINANCE NO 6-2020, AN
ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY ADDING CHAPTER
161- DESIGN AND SPECIFICATION STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND AMENDING RELATED
PROVISIONS. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Motioned by Hanover, seconded by Hagstrom to suspend the
requirement for three reading of Ordinance 6-2020. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Motioned by Brekke,
seconded by Hagstrom for final approval and adopting ORDINANCE NO. 6-2020 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY ADDING CHAPTER 161-DESIGN AND
SPECIFICATION STANDARDS FOR PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND AMENDING RELATED PROVISIONS. Roll call.
Motion carried (5-0). Goodale stated that she added a letter of recommendation from Anderson-Bogert that
Rahe had requested at the last meeting. Michelle with Anderson-Bogert is online if anyone had any questions.
Hanover asked Mark Ralston if he had a copy of letter. Ralston stated yes unless it has changed. Brekke asked
if this resolution is still regarding the parceling of the second lot. Mayor Van Kerckhove said that the vote is
literally approving what is in front of you. Nothing more, nothing about future streets. Rahe stated the letter
is helpful. Ralston asked how the line item reads. Brekke stated to consider preliminary plat for commercial
park and second item is to consider plan of improvements for commercial park. Motioned by Hagstrom,
seconded by Rieck to approve RESOLUTION NO 042020B, A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PRELIMINARY
PLAT OF RALSTON COMMERCIAL PARK IN THE CITY OF PALO, LINN COUNTY, IOWA. Roll call. Motion carried
(5-0). Motioned by Hagstrom, seconded by Rieck to approve RESOLUTION NO 042020C, A RESOLUTION
APPROVING THE PLAN OF IMPROVBEMENTS FOR RALSTON SANITARY SEWER EXTENSION TO THE CITY OF
PALO, LINN COUNTY, IOWA. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Chris Philipp, City Building Inspector ask if
resolution required another reading or is Ralston ready to go with his building permit. Sittig stated no.
Prairie Road Builders: Randy went over his proposal with council. He mentions that section item one has chips



$2.40/SY and pea gravel $2.55/SY. Hanover asked if PRB used to use chip & seal prior to pea gravel in the
past. Randy stated that he used pea gravel except when they must do base work. Hanover would like to have
a list of roads that need work. Rieck asked when crack sealing will be completed from last year. Randy stated
that they are getting started now. Brekke asked about pea gravel vs chip seal. Brekke would like PRB to look
at alleys. Brekke motion to accept Prairie Road Builders current cost under the proposal dated 4/16/2020.
Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Swehla will talk with Clark to look at Church St. Robertson
gave report on transfer switch at maintenance building installed in 2009. Mayor approved as emergency at
the time that it broke. Brekke motion to approve Munson bid in the amount of $5,470. Hanover second. Roll
call. Motion carried (5-0).HR Green-Lift Station: Jerry spoke on the services agreement proposal for $5,400.
Brekke motion to approve HR Green lift station quote for $5,400. Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).
HR Green-Water Storage Expansion: Jerry spoke on the services agreement proposal. No action had. ITS
quote $5,025 for server. Brekke motion to approve ITS quote for the new server in the amount $5,025.
Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Brecke annual service agreement $1,050 or quarterly $3,000
quotes for air conditioning and heating preventative/maintenance in cities buildings. Hanover motion to
approve Brecke’s annual quote. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Brekke motion to approve
Brecke’s contract preventative maintenance air conditioning and heating quarterly quote for $3000 instead of
the annual. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). MPO-HMA Rehabilitation Project 80/20
$414,717.60: Brekke motion to move forward by submitting project to MPO. Motion died for lack of second.
Michelle with Anderson-Bogert will get a cost for core sample of pavement. Hagstrom motion to table.
Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-1) Brekke voted no. Brekke motion to pass RESOLUTION NO.
042020D, APPROVING WAGE INCREASE FOR NANCY HILDEBRAND FOR $1.00. Doug second. Phone line was
disconnected. City Hall re-dialed to connect with meeting. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0) Rahe abstained due
conflict of interest. City actions concerning COVID-19 Crisis: Goodale informed Council on steps regarding City
Hall. No rentals, no amnesty day, nor garage sales at this time. City will not charge utility penalties or shut
offs. City will send disconnect notices. Residents will need to make arrangements with City Hall to pay their
utilities. Next council meeting will be May 18, 2020 at 6:30 pm. Old Business: None. New Business: None.
Motion by Hanover to adjourn, seconded by Brekke, meeting adjourned at 8:12 PM.

Respectfully submitted by, Lenna Goodale



