City of Palo City of Palo Water-Sewer Workshop Meeting May 12, 2022

A special Workshop meeting of the Palo City Council was held on Thursday, May 12, 2022, at the Palo Community Center
in the Council Chambers. Mayor Van Kerckhove led the pledge of allegiance then called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.
Council members present: Angie Brekke, Mallory Schulte, Jen Welton, and Pete Hagstrom via phone. Andrea Rahe was
absent. Other city staff present was Clark Robertson, Public Works; Michelle Cheever with Anderson-Bogert, City
Engineer; Lenna Goodale, City Clerk via phone. Also present were Rick Robertson, Shellsburg Public Works, Casey
Sebastian, lowa Rural Water Association. Brekke motion to approve the agenda. Welton second. 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion
carried (4-0). Brekke motion to skip Agenda Related Audience Comments, no one was present. Schulte second. 4 Yeas, 0
Nay. Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had regarding the water and sewer rates. Ms. Cheever gave council a water and
sewer rate review from FY20-21 showing a summary of revenue and expenses for both water and sewer. The new rate
increase will reflect money going into the reserve accounts. Our water and sewer system should support themselves.
Mayor Van Kerckhove informed council that if the city tried to apply for Grants, the city needs to show that the water and
sewer supports itself. The city is spending $100,000 each year out of the general fund to cover cost for water and sewer.
The revenue for each utility should be covering the expenses and not using the general fund. The city does not have
money in the reserve accounts. Ms. Cheever also showed surrounding town rate comparison with the new rate schedule.
Discussion on commercial properties. Brekke mention the options of homeowner to have a second meter. More
discussion had. Discussion had regarding Ordinance on Chapter 52 Grass, Weeds, Vines, and Brush. Brekke motion to
change grass height to 8 inches. Schulte second. 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0). Brekke motion to skip General
Audience Comments, no one was present. Schulte second. 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0). Clark Robertson reminded
council to look at roads for upcoming council meeting on seal coats. Hagstrom asked council if ok to have grills at
volleyball courts on May 22, 2022. Council stated yes. Brekke motion to adjourn at 7:13 pm. Schulte second. 4 Yeas, 0
Nay. Motion carried (4-0). Respectfully submitted, Lenna Goodale.



