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The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, May 17, 2021 at the Palo Community Center in the Council Chambers. Mayor Eric Van 
Kerckhove called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following council present: Doug Hanover, Angie Brekke, Travis Rieck, Pete Hagstrom and 
Andrea Rahe.  Others Present: Lenna Goodale, City Clerk; Clark Robertson, Public Works; and Erek Sittig, City Attorney. Mayor Van Kerckhove led 
those present in the pledge of allegiance. Hagstrom motioned for approval of the agenda. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  Hanover 
motioned to approve the consent agenda including the bill approval, treasurer's report, financial reports, council minutes from April 19 & 21; and 
May 3 & 7, 2021. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  

CLAIMS REPORT   

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    4780.72 

ANDERSON-BOGERT                ENGINEERING                       1562.00 

BDS EQUIPMENT                  LAND LEVELER                      1975.00 

BRECKE INC.                    PIPE SP PAD                       1814.50 

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       17998.00 

CINTAS CORPORATION             CH/CC                             744.42 

CITY OF FAIRFAX                INSPECTOR                         2237.99 

CROELL REDI-MIX, INC.          PEA GRAVEL                        619.40 

CYNTHIA STIMSON                MENTOR 37.62 

D & K PRODUCTS                 LAWN CHEM                         326.60 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2719.42 

EREK SITTIG                    LEGAL FEES                        2884.00 

FIRE SERVICE TRAINING BUREAU   7TH ESS FF                        142.70 

FLEMING NURSERY                TREES/GRANT                       5000.00 

FRIEDA COONROD EMBROIDERY      EMBROIDERY 44.00 

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS LEGAL PUBLICATION                 348.50 

GORDON FLESCH COMPANY          LASERFICHE 3890.40 

GOVT BRAND SHARED SERVIC WEBSITE 570.00 

GWORKS                         20-23                             3150.00 

HACH COMPANY                   CHEMICALS_WATER                   293.48 

HAWKINS, INC.                  CHEMICALS WATER                   769.85 

IOWA DNR                       WATER INSP.                       166.00 

IPERS                          IPERS                             4863.16 

IPERS                          IPERS ADJUSTMENT                  0.05 

ITS MONTHLY IT                        467.65 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           SUPPLIES                          66.91 

KENWOOD RECORDS MGT            RECYCLE BIN                       79.11 

KEYSTONE LABORATORIES          TESTING                           335.10 

KOCH BROTHERS                  COPIES                            186.93 

LENNA GOODALE                  REIMBURSE                         317.50 

LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     188.11 

LOWRY EQUIPMENT                KUBOTA PARTS                      71.39 

MENARDS                        SUPPLIES                          77.40 

MID-AMERICA  DEGREASER/SOLV                    495.50 

PALO COOP.                     PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                864.55 

PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL        PEST CONTROL 1016.93 

RALSTON CONSTRUCTION           CC GYM ROOF                       180844.48 

RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      2620.25 
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SMARTCOVER SYSTEM              SMARTFLOE                         2578.00 

THE NORTHWAY CORPORATION       PUMPING                           3580.00 

THOMPSON TRUCK & TRAILER       SKID TIRES                        1297.00 

UHS PREMIUM BILLING            HEALTH INSURANCE 2755.10 

UMB BANK                       GO 2019B P&I                      28760.00 

UMB BANK                       GO 2015 P&I                       62747.50 

UMB BANK                       GO 2012 P&I                       150322.50 

UMB BANK                       GO 2019A P&I                      30295.00 

US BANK                        EMAIL&SUPPLIES                    1406.34 

US CELLULAR                    CELL PHONE                        254.61 

US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           215.00 

WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    84.35 

Accounts Payable Total           528865.02 

Total Paid On:  4/30/21             8190.17 

Total Payroll Paid                  8190.17 

***** REPORT TOTAL *****         537055.19 

April 2021   

General Fund 223,158.55  

Road Use Fund 27,572.62  

Employee Benefits 27,846.22  

Emergerncy Fund 5,936.96  

TIF Fund 79,469.63  

L.O.S.T. 10,228.34  

Debt Service Fund 60,344.83  

Water Fund 15,927.55  

Sewer Fund 39,630.50  

Total Revenue: 490,115.20  

   

General Fund 59,142.38  

Road Use Fund 5,023.99  

Employee Benefits  5,399.08  

Water Fund 17,507.15  

Sewer Fund 39,946.69  

Total Expenses: 127,019.29  
 
Deputy Streets gave Linn County Sheriff report. Met cities required hours of 87 hours and 47 calls. Mayor Van Kerckhove asked if any of the calls 
that stood out. Deputy Streets stated that there has been fishing equipment stolen from vehicles by the Blairs Ferry bridge. No further discussion. 
Mayor Van Kerckhove opened audience comments at 6:34 pm. One resident stated that Palo is fortunate to have old historical buildings in the city.  
Also had concerns regarding the recycling plant.  Mayor Van Kerckhove closed audience comments at 6:35 pm. 
Robertson gave maintenance report.  The maintenance department has fertilized the grounds with weed and feed.  Working on Community Center 
landscaping, park border has been ordered, and mowing.  They have been working on the Water Plant.  Looked at streets with Prairie Road 
Builders, moving smart covers.  The generator at BF lift station has been installed, will be wired this week. Community Center roof has been fixed, 
will be finished soon. Will start planting trees this week.  Limestone going on trail. Brekke asked about fertilizing and if Memorial Park had been 
done. Discussion had regarding the City fertilizing city grounds. Brekke feels our parks and community center should look nice.  She wants to make 
sure city is keeping up.  Matt Swehla was present.  He mentioned that he spoke with Clark previously and wanted council to know that he will help 
if the City reaches out. Jake’s Custom Applicating is going to be spraying for bugs at the ball diamonds for no charge. More discussion had. 
Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution No. 051721A transfer for debt.  Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).Chad Simes spoke regarding 
IDNR Iowa Brownfield Redevelopment Program. No discussion had.  
Consider Ordinance No 22-2021 an ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Palo, Iowa, by replacing Chapter 160 Adopting 



City of Palo City of Palo Regular Council Meeting May 17, 2021 

3 

 

Floodplain Regulations. Brekke motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 22-202 adopting the floodplain regulations. Hanover second. 
Roll Call. (4-0). Consider Ordinance No. 23-2021 an ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Palo, Iowa, by adding Chapter 124 
Related to Mobile Food Service Vendors. Discussion had. The cost will be set by resolution. Travis Rieck enters the meeting at 6:53 pm.  Hagstrom 
motion to approve the first reading. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  
Discussion had on 28E agreement with County Maintenance project. Council would like to confirm that $13,200 is the City’s cost. Brekke motion to 
table until June 21,2021. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Discussion had regarding Council Rules and Procedures. Rahe asked what 
are the “take aways”? Sittig explained there are not a lot of changes to current requirements and rules. There are rules that the City needs to 
follow and standards of conduct. Mayor Van Kerckhove stated from his perspective this puts a written standard down which to measure against. 
Other Cities have a code of ethics on file.  Hanover feels it does need to have changes made.  Hanover gave vague examples and feels it takes 
council power away. Sittig stated that individual council members have no authority to direct anything in the City.  That the Mayor is the CEO of the 
City and those directions should be coming from the Mayor. Rahe motion to table Council Rules and Procedures and stated she would like council 
to write what specific changes they want to see at the June 7, 2021 meeting and then add a revised draft to the June 21, 2021 regular meeting for 
voting.  Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
Rieck motion to table until June 21, 2021 to have Chris Philipp at the meeting.  Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Hagstrom motion to 
approve Robertson recommendation from the list provided by Prairie Road Builders which include #’s:  5, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 totaling 
$11,869.90. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Discussion had regarding security cameras. The donated cameras from the Mini Mart will 
not work at the park. Rahe motion to approve seven security cameras for Memorial Park. Arlo Go Mobile for 4 cameras $399 for each camera and 
$10 per month per camera. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Hanover motion to approve US Geological Survey Annual Renewal. Rahe 
second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Discussion had regarding fence at 809 1st St. Council feels vehicles are more of an issue then the fence. Rahe 
suggested to not take action but if fence is damaged in the future, owner will need to fill out fence permit and follow the fence Ordinance.  Rieck 
motion to approve a letter from Sittig to be sent to 809 1st St. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Hanover motion to approve Brecke, Inc. 
renewal preventative maintenance of $3000. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Brekke motion to set the public hearing for Chapter 
165.17 Fence and Hedge regulations, Section 1.B on Monday, June 21, 2021. Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Discussion had on the 
quotes for the volleyball courts. Rieck asked if P&Z decided where to put volleyball courts. Hagstrom stated no. Hagstrom stated the proposal is at 
City Hall.  Lenna will add to P&Z agenda.  Hanover motion to approve Douglas Industries, Inc. quote in the amount of $3030. Rahe second. Roll call. 
Motion carried (5-0). Council decided to have distribution of the seedlings the week of Tuesday, June 1, 2021 from 8am-4pm. One per household 
until they are gone. Brekke also wanted paperwork on “how to plant” to be handed out. Old business-no discussion. New business will add Port “O” 
Jonny to June 7, 2021 agenda. Motion by Hanover to adjourn. Rahe second.  Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Meeting adjourned at 8:09 pm.   
Respectfully submitted by, Lenna Goodale 


