
City of Palo    City of Palo Regular Council Meeting                    May 18, 2020 
Council meeting of the Palo City Council was held May 18, 2020. In order to help stop the spread of the COVID-
19 virus, this council meeting of the Palo City Council was held electronically. Chapter 21.8 of the Iowa Code 
does permit an electronic meeting where all members participate remotely when an in-person meeting is 
impossible or impractical, which is certainly true during this crisis. On March 19, 2020, Governor Reynolds 
issued a Proclamation of Disaster Emergency which included a suspension of Iowa laws that would prevent the 
use of electronic meetings or the limitation on the number of people present at an in-person meeting site. 
Therefore, the Mayor Van Kerckhove, Council members Angie Brekke, Doug Hanover, Andrea Rahe, Pete 
Hagstrom and Travis Rieck. Other city staff present: Lenna Goodale, City Clerk; Nancy Hildebrand, Deputy City 
Clerk; Clark Robertson, Public Works; and Erek Sittig, City Attorney was present electronically. The agenda and 
the City’s social media had this message posted more than 24 hours in advance to give instructions on how 
others could participate in the meeting: Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the City of Palo will be holding city council 
meeting electronically via a conference call. If you would like to participate, just before the meeting start time, 
you must call 1-978-990-5000 and enter this access code: 705258. Only staff are allowed in City Hall. Mayor Van 
Kerckhove called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM and led the pledge of allegiance. Hanover motioned for approval 
of the agenda. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Hanover questioned the bill for Anderson-Bogert $20,146. 
Hanover motioned to approve the consent agenda including the bill approval, DAR, Treasurer's report, Council minutes 
from April 20, 2020, Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0) 

CLAIMS REPORT   

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 

ABC DISPOSAL                   20 YD YARDWASTE                   1,650.36 

AGVANTAGE, FS, INC.            FUEL                              172.96 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    2,185.39 

ANDERSON-BOGERT                ENGINEERING                       20,146.00 

BLAIRS FERRY TIRE & AUTO       LAWNMOWER TUBES & TIRES           461.34 

BRECKE INC.                    CC AIR HANDLER                    3,524.00 

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       12,589.08 

CITY OF FAIRFAX                INSPECTOR                         2,830.40 

CONSOLIDATED ENERGY CO         DYED DIESEL FUEL TANK             1,189.78 

CYNTHIA STIMSON                MENTOR CITY CLERK                 143.88 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2,135.03 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2,071.35 

EREK SITTIG                    LEGAL FEES                        1,750.00 

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.   LEGAL PUBLICATION                 222.20 

GOVERNMENT BRAND SHARED SERVIC ANNUAL HOSTING FEE 2020           570.00 

HACH COMPANY                   CHEMICALS_WATER                   443.07 

HAWKEYE COMMUNICATION          SERVICE - ALARM AT CC/CH          685.46 

HAWKINS, INC.                  CHEMICALS_SEWER                   668.27 

IOWA PRISON INDUSTRIES         STREET SIGNS                      34.45 

IOWA PUMP WORKS                PUMP MAINTENANCE                  1,165.00 

INFRASTRUCTURE TECHNOLOGY SOLU TECHNOLOGY EXPENSE                743.80 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           THEISEN'S VARIOUS                 171.92 

KEYSTONE LABORATORIES          TESTING                           53.00 

L.L. PELLING CO., INC.         PREMIX                            176.40 

LENNA GOODALE                  FEB-APR 2020 MILEAGE              88.97 

LINN COOPERATIVE               FERTILIZER 49/50#                 1,534.00 

LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     204.07 

LINN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE   CONTRACT FOR SERVICES             9,360.00 



MATT SWEHLA                    ROUND 1 PRE-EMERGENT              649.00 

MIDWAY OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT       BELT & TRI-CUT BLADE              38.71 

MUNICIPAL SUPPLY, INC.         UNIPRO COMM TOOL                  364.43 

P & K MIDWEST                  TRIMMER                           47.22 

PALO AUTO REPAIR               BLADE/HYDRAULIC LINES             276.19 

PALO COOP.                     PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                882.04 

PALO FIRE DISTRICT 6           BRUSH TRUCK                       15,000.00 

PLUMB SUPPLY COMPANY           CC RESTROOM REPAIR                335.28 

PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL        CITY HALL - 5/20 TO 4/21          1,136.27 

RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      2,452.38 

REXCO EQUIPMENT INC.           MAINT REPAIR                      174.18 

RUDD SANITATION INC.           SOLID WASTE                       6,506.00 

SUMMIT COMPANIES               FD - SPRINKLER INSP WET/DRY/BF    1,073.00 

UHS PREMIUM BILLING            HEALTH INSURANCE 2,287.91 

US BANK                        APRIL 2020 STATEMENT              2,074.65 

US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           247.50 

WENDLING QUARRIES, INC.        3/4' STONE                        186.44 

Accounts Payable Total           100,701.38 

Total Paid On:  5/01/20             5,934.05 

Total Paid On:  5/15/20             5,935.61 

Total Payroll Paid                  11,869.66 

***** REPORT TOTAL *****         112,571.04 

EXPENSES   

 GENERAL FUND                        59,233.50 

 ROAD USE FUND                        6,534.61 

 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND               1,601.54 

 WATER FUND                           23,931.50 

 SEWER FUND                          21,269.89 

 TOTAL EXPENSES         112,571.04 

   

REVENUE GENERAL FUND 208,643.83 

 ROAD USE FUND 11,948.92 

 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FUND 27,357.96 

 EMERGENCY FUND 4,343.28 

 L.O.S.T. FUND 9,484.71 

 TIF FUND 123,704.32 

 FEMA 6,174.72 

 DEBT SERVICE 33,687.99 

 WATER FUND 14,703.49 

 SEWER FUND 35,488.87 

 TOTAL REVENUE 475,538.09 

 
 
Audience Comments: One resident spoke about fixing the road in the alley off 2nd St.  Mayor Van Kerckhove said 
roads would be addressed later during the meeting. 
Linn County Sheriff activity report was mailed to City Hall. Dates included April 20, 2020 to May 18, 2020 with 
87 required hours, 235.20 actual hours worked and 28 calls for service. Brekke thought actual hours were high 
again this month.  Maintenance Report: Robertson gave maintenance report. Would like to sell three weed 



whippers, use the money for new lawnmower. Has quotes for riding lawnmower, fixing bridge on Hwy 94 from 
Vector.  Robertson stated that both part-time employees are back but would like more help with mowing. 
Discussion had regarding adding seasonal help for the summer.  Mayor Van Kerckhove would like to add 
maintenance equipment on June’s agenda for selling.  
 
Memorial Park: Robertson gave Council a map of Memorial Park with ideas on changing the layout of the park 
including new playground equipment. Brekke would like to see items listed with prices.  Hagstrom stated that 
he has some volunteers that are going to be donating time, paint, and cleaning the fields. Mayor Van 
Kerckhove suggested tabling.  
 
Hagstrom motion to pass RESOLUTION NO.051820A, AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS FOR THE 
PAYMENT OF DEBT INTEREST, PRINCIAL AND FEES DUE JUNE 1, 2020. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion 
carried (5-0). 
 
Hanover motion to Set Public Hearing Re-Zoning 300 Blairs Ferry Rd for June 15th, 2020 at 6:30 pm, the City 
Council of the City of Palo, Iowa, will hold a public hearing regarding a rezoning request by H2K Group. 
Property legal description: Pleasant Creek Estates Lot 44. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Motioned by Brekke, seconded by Hagstrom to pass RESOLUTION NO. 051820B, A RESOLUTION APPROVING 
THE PRELIMINARY PLAT OF RALSTON COMMERCIAL PARK IN THE CITY OF PALO, LINN COUNTY, IOWA. Roll 
call. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Hagstrom motion to approve Matt Swehla fertilizing city grounds in the amount of $649 per round at 5 rounds 
total. The total included two lots behind bank at 2nd St. Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Hanover went over Prairie Road Builders project worksheet. Quote for chip seal $24,059.90, pea gravel seal 
coat $25,317.05. Streets of concern are south of Church St. Iowa & 1st St., Drake to Linn St., Vinton St & 1St St.  
Hanover stated he thought 2nd St. from Vinton St. & Main St were in good condition.  Brekke motion to table 
for next month.  Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
LL Pelling: Robertson stated that he is still waiting for quote. Hagstrom motion to table until city receives bids.  
Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
  
Hanover motion to approve Resolution 051820C with ABC Disposal Systems, Inc. service agreement with the 
City of Palo.  Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  
 
Discussion had pertaining to solid waste disposal charges on service agreement and Ordinance No 7-2020. 
Sittig stated the differences is clerical charges.  Motioned by Hagstrom, seconded by Hanover to introduce, 
and approve the first reading of ORDINANCE NO 7-2020, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO SOLID WASTE 
DISPOSAL CHARGES. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Motioned by Hagstrom, seconded by Brekke to suspend 
the requirement for three readings of Ordinance 7-2020. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). Motioned by Brekke, 
seconded by Rieck for final approval and adopting ORDINANCE NO. 7-2020 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO SOLID 
WASTE DISPOSAL CHARGES. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Discussion had pertaining to rates for water and sewer.  Hanover asked who set the rates.  Goodale stated a 
study was done with Anderson-Bogert and Steve Marsh with Iowa Association of Municipal Utilities.    Brekke   
motion to pass the first reading ORDINANCE NO. 8-2020, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF 



ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY AMENDING PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO WATER and 
removing section 90.29 Sewer Rates. Second and third reading will be held June 15, 2020. Hanover second. 
Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
 
Kurt’s Enterprises Inc Quote: Robertson spoke with Kurt’s Enterprises regarding City Hall landscaping. Hanover 
would like a firm quote. Brekke asked if there was any work that Maintenance could do to hold cost down. 
Brekke motion to table. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0). 
Hanover left meeting at 7:57 pm and returned at 7:59 pm  
 
Water Easement on Meadow Creek Dr & Creek Ridge Dr: Amber & Dan Williams asked to be on the agenda to 
discuss their options to help the standing water and saturation issues they have. They would like to make 
improvements to keep the water moving as it was designed to. City will contact Jon Bogert to look at property.   
 
Peddlers Permit:  Mayor Van Kerckhove and Rieck wanted to address peddlers permit and updating Ordinance 
adding venders with food trucks, ice cream trucks. Discussion had. Mayor Van Kerckhove will speak with Sittig.  
 
Motioned by Hagstrom, second by Rahe to pass Resolution 051820D Employee Contract for Lenna Goodale. 
Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  
 
Discussion had regarding Brecke & Pipe Pro quotes for BF Lift Station. Robertson went over quotes.  Rieck 
motion to approve Brecke’s quote of $4140 for check value replacement.  Hanover second. Roll call. Motion 
carried (5-0).   
 
Palo Connector Trail: Brekke motion to approve to continue moving forward with Palo connector trail.  Rahe 
second. Roll call. Motion carried (5-0).  
 
Old Business: Hagstrom wanted to know when Palo will be opening parks for baseball.  He has volunteers 
willing to help clean baseball fields.  
  
New Business: Goodale stated that new accounts numbers have been issued for utility bills.  Goodale informed 
Council that April 20 meeting City had 19 people on the conference call. Goodale receives a list of all callers.  
 
Motion by Hanover to adjourn, seconded by Brekke, meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM. 
Respectfully submitted by, Lenna Goodale 

 


