
City of Palo   City of Palo Regular Council Meeting                                June 20,2022 
 
The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, June 20, 2022, at the Palo Community Center in the Council Chambers. Mayor Van Kerckhove 
led those present in the pledge of allegiance then called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following council present: Angie Brekke, Jen 
Welton, Pete Hagstrom, and Mallory Schulte.  Andrea Rahe was absent. Others Present: Lenna Goodale, City Clerk; Clark Robertson, Public Works; 
Dan Morgan, City Attorney; and Michelle Cheever, City Engineer. Hagstrom motioned for approval of the agenda. Welton second. 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. 
Motion carried (4-0). Hagstrom motioned to approve the consent agenda. Schulte second. 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0).   

CLAIMS REPORT   

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 

A-1 RENTAL, INC                TRACTOR SUNFLOWERS                $267.50  

ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    $6,359.50  

ALLISON GROFF                  TRAINING,PER DIEM                 $128.00  

ALTORFER INC                   EQUIPMENT POND                    $288.00  

BARB MOSS                      CEMETARY DONATION                 $500.00  

CALEB SVOBODA                  PARK SKID                         $500.00  

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       $32,831.79  

CEDAR RIVER PLAZA              PROPERTY TAX $37,056.01  

CINTAS CORPORATION             WATER FIRE                        $1,573.73  

CONSOLIDATED ENERGY CO (INC)   FUEL                              $2,923.76  

CRAWFORD QUARRY CO             ROCK POND                         $3,168.46  

CROELL REDI-MIX, INC.          BF ROAD                           $185.80  

CYNTHIA STIMSON                MENTOR $83.67  

D & K PRODUCTS                 FERTILIZER                        $1,176.00  

DELTA DENTAL OF IOWA           DENTAL INSURANCE                  $163.92  

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      $2,935.41  

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      $2,409.09  

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      $5,344.50  

EREK SITTIG                    LEGAL FEES                        $28.00  

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.   LEGAL PUBLICATION                 $373.12  

GRANT WRITING USA              GRANT WRITING                     $910.00  

HACH COMPANY                   CHEMICALS_WATER                   $342.60  

HAWKINS, INC.                  CHEMICALS_SEWER                   $1,434.98  

IOWA LEAGUE OF CITIES          DUES $50.00  

IOWA PUMP WORKS                LIFT STATION                      $2,251.25  

IPERS                          IPERS                             $3,622.41  

IPERS                          IPERS                             $3,622.41  

ITS CONTRACT $1,099.25  

JOSEPH RIXEN                   FIRE TRAINING                     $150.00  

KENWOOD RECORDS MGT            RECYCLE BIN                       $15.00  

KEYSTONE LABORATORIES          TESTING                           $106.00  

KIRKWOOD COMMUNITY COLLEGE     FIRE TRAINING                     $112.00  

KOCH OFFICE GROUP              COPIER $309.52  

LENNA GOODALE                  TRAINING,MILEAGE                  $318.71  

LINN COUNTY AUDITOR            ELECTION                          $1,302.91  

LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     $172.57  

LRS PORTABLES OF IOWA          MTH CLYMER PARK                   $170.00  

LYNCH DALLAS PC                GENERAL                           $2,454.53  

MENARDS                        SUPPLIES                          $285.05  

MEYER LABORATORY INC           GYM FLOOR                         $125.47  

MH EQUIPMENT COMPANY           WTP MEDIA                         $1,605.00  

MUNSON ELECTRIC INC            STREET LIGHTS                     $6,684.74  



OFFICE EXPRESS                 SUPPLIES                          $44.90  

P & K MIDWEST                  LAWN MOWER                        $105.08  

PALO COMMUNICATIONS            PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                $951.25  

PALO SAVINGS BANK              TRUCK-TRACTOR                     $16,050.00  

PALO SAVINGS BANK              NSF FEE                           $3.00  

PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL        WTP                               $80.25  

RALSTON CONSTRUCTION           SEWER BREAK                       $5,513.00  

RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      $2,964.67  

ROTO-ROOTER                    SEWER                             $755.00  

SCHIMBERG CO                   WTP TESTING                       $167.93  

SITEONE LANDSCAPE SUPPLY       POND ROCK                         $544.13  

IOWA FINANCE AUTHORITY         GO BOND SEWER                     $125,212.50  

STOREY KENWORTHY               SUPPLIES                          $85.07  

UHS PREMIUM BILLING            HEALTH INSURANCE $2,456.49  

UMB BANK                       GO 2012 FEE                       $500.00  

UMB BANK                       GO 2019A                          $30,107.50  

UMB BANK                       GO BOND 2019B                     $33,510.00  

UMB BANK                       GO BOND 2015                      $62,252.50  

UMB BANK                       GO BOND 2012                      $153,702.50  

US BANK                        SUPPLIES                          $104.79  

US CELLULAR                    CELL PHONE                        $185.32  

US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           $276.40  

VIKING INDUSTRIAL PAINTIG      WTP 2 QTR                         $4,952.00  

WESTECH ENGINEERING, INC.      WATER REHAB                       $43,484.00  

WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    $290.30  

WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    $317.80  

Accounts Payable Total           $601,090.13  

Total Paid On:  5/27/22             $9,698.26  

Total Paid On:  6/10/22             $7,775.10  

Total Payroll Paid                  $17,473.36  

***** REPORT TOTAL *****         $618,563.49  

GENERAL                           $32,890.24  

ROAD USE                          $10,808.46  

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS                 $1,719.54  

DEBT SERVICE                      $333,178.51  

WATER                             $66,525.74  

SEWER                             $173,441.00  

TOTAL FUNDS                       $618,563.49  

May   

General Fund 42,020.72  

Road Use Fund 8,080.22  

Employee Benefits 2,625.24  

L.O.S.T. 18,290.69  

TIF 4,376.61  

Debt Service 4,018.84  

Water Fund 17,222.80  

Sewer Fund 53,793.66  

Total Revenue: 150,428.78  

   

General Fund 79,886.83  



Road Use Fund 15,768.45  

Employee Benefits  5,683.18  

Debt Service 316,628.51  

Water Fund 22,891.57  

Sewer Fund 64,143.67  

Total Expenses: 505,002.21  
 
 
No one present from Linn County Sheriff to give report.  Morgan stated there was a medical emergency that sheriff was called to. Mayor open 
agenda related audience comments at 6:35 pm. No discussion. Mayor closed comments at 6:36 pm. Robertson gave maintenance report. Fertilizer 
is down. Working on pond, should be done this week.  Fountain will be ordered. Lots of mowing.  Will be working on Blairs Ferry Rd the week of 
July 11 patching roads. Rotor Rooter was out last week, they found another lift station that Robertson was not aware of.  Robertson spoke with 
Doug Hanover to get more information.  Robertson also informed council that a sewer emergency needs to be addressed.  He stated Brecke’s 
would be here on Wednesday to work on the check valves. Mayor Van Kerckhove stated that because of the emergency that the matter needs to 
be moved on immediately or risk more serious damage/issues in the City’s sewer system. The cost is around $8500. Mayor asked council for 
approval for Brecke’s to install the new check valve and this would be on next month agenda to formally approve.  Mayor asked council all in favor 
to move forward please 4 Yea, 0 opposed. Motion carried. Goodale gave clerk report. 41 penalties, 12 disconnect courtesy calls, 0 shut offs. 4 
nuisance letters on Junk-Junk Vehicle and mowing. City received one payment from the Offset Program which is for pasted utility bills. Allison Groff, 
Deputy Clerk and Goodale attending grant writing class in June.  Meeting with Erin at the Palo Communications on Grant Funding.  Palo 
Communications agreed to pay for the grant writing class as a grant for the city. No deposit was given back for community center rental for a 
wedding. Robertson and Goodale are working with Morgan to add language regarding deposit/refunds to the rental contract. Andrew Lutter gave 
Fire Department report. 11 calls. 7 medical, 3 car accident, 1 CO. Boat and pump training in June. Lifeguard is training is the 2nd Tuesday in July.  
Mayor gave mayor’s report. City did not give back the deposit on the rental because the facility took two solid days of cleaning and removal of tape 
residue on the gym floor.  He stated Erin with Palo Communications has been exceedingly helpful and forthcoming offering to help write grants 
through a program for rural Coop’s.  Mayor thanked Palo Communications. Brekke motion to pass Resolution No. 062022A for transfer of funds. 
Hagstrom second. 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0).  Brekke motion to approve the third and final reading adopting Ordinance No. 30-2022. An 
Ordinance Providing for the Division of Taxes Levied on Taxable Property in the Prairie Meadows Phase 1 Urban Renewal Area, Pursuant to 
Section 403.19 of the Code of Iowa. Welton second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Hagstrom motion to set the date for the Public Hearing on 
Urban Renewal Plan Amendment Resolution No. 062022B. Welton second. 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0).  Hagstrom motion for Resolution 
No. 062022C setting a date for the proposed to approve a Development Agreement with Forest Ridge LLC, including Annual Appropriation Tax 
Increment Payment for July 18, 2022. Welton second. 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0). Hagstrom motion to approve the third reading of 
Ordinance No. 36-2022. Welton second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Hagstrom motion to approve final reading and adopting Ordinance No. 36-
2022 An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Palo, Iowa, By Amending Provisions Pertaining to Water Rates. Welton 
second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Hagstrom motion to approve the third reading of Ordinance No. 37-2022. Welton second. Roll call. Motion 
carried (4-0). Hagstrom motion to approve the final reading adopting Ordinance No. 37-2022 An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Palo, Iowa, By Amending Provisions Pertaining to Sewer Rates. Welton second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Mayor stated it may 
seem like we are going through these ordinances fast.  We have spent a lot of time on water and sewer rates. The city been looking at rates for 2 ½-
3 years.  Mayor explain the MPO Application, and that city is requesting a grant for $2,464.000, which means the city would need to commit to 
matching funds for $492,800. Brekke confirmed this is to submit the application.  Mayor Van Kerckhove stated yes, this is telling the city’s engineer 
that council is committed to match funds should we be awarded. Welton motion to approve Resolution No. 062022D regarding the MPO trail 
application. Brekke second. 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0).  Discussion had regarding Employee Salary Increase. Welton motion to approve 
Resolution No. 062022E rising full-time wages to 7% and part-time to 5%. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Welton motion to approve 
Resolution No. 062022F Approving the American Rescue Pan Act Subaward Agreement between Linn County and City of Palo. Hagstrom second.  4 
Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0). Hagstrom motion to approve Resolution 062022G Palo Fun Day Street Closures. Brekke stated this also includes 
Law Enforcement and Alcohol Permit. Brekke second.  4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had on crosswalks. Cheever stated the 
Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) recommends engineer study to be done on crosswalk signage this would include pedestrian 
counts and vehicle counts to determine if we need to put in pedestrian ramps to reduce the cities liability.  Cheever recommends to table until next 
meeting to give time for study. Brekke motion to table Resolution 062022H for July meeting. Welton second. 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0). 
Hagstrom motion to approve Brecke’s Maintenance Plumbing Agreement for $1750. Welton second. 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0). Mayor 
informed council there is an offer of $5000 to sell city owned property at lot 122912901200000.  $6700 is the assessed value.  Morgan stated if 
council wanted to move forward council would need to set a public hearing.  Welton asked if city is required to do an appraisal. Morgan stated no, 
though council can decide to have one and a public hearing would allow any resident to a make offer.  Welton motion to set a public hearing for 
city property regarding lot 122912901200000 on July 18, 2022. Brekke second 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had regarding the 
pricing for seal coat and asphalt with Prairie Road Builders and LL Pelling Co.  Hagstrom motion to table for next month to get LL Pelling Co bid for 
asphalt. Welton second. 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0). Welton approve Porta Potty contract for $85 per month located at Clymer Park and 
volleyball courts from June-October. Hagstrom second. 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had regarding open field behind Church St. 
Hagstrom likes that the city is trying something new. He doesn’t want to see city paying for new lawnmowers and maintenance. He feels we are on 
the right track to trying something new. Council agreed.  No motion. Mayor Van Kerckhove open General Audience Comments at 7:16 pm. Cindy 
Golding introduce herself as candidate House District 83 which includes Palo. She is for rural and small-town Iowa.  She would like to know more 
about Palo and our community. She stated all cities has issues though our main concern is to maintain the quality of life. She is attending different 
council meetings to learn more about each city.  Resident wanted to thank the town and Maintenance departments for making the town look nice. 
He would like to see more banners in town. He also wanted to thank the town in their part for adding Palo in the park.  He stated it was nice to see 
people walking in and the kids playing.  He has concerns with the recycling plant. Asked council if they have time, to look at Fairfax recycle plant. 



Resident asked about the walking bridge.  Mayor Van Kerckhove stated the railing was broke.  He mentions his lost pictures from the library.  
Mayor closed comments at 7:22 pm. New Business/Old Business. Hagstrom mentioned Ann Mitchell posted inquires for art activities.  Hagstrom 
stated good way to get the community involved and there will be more to come. Mayor Van Kerckhove wanted to thank West Linn Community 
Group for Palo in the Park. Around 200 people attended.  He also gave a big shoot out to Jen Welton who is part of WLCG who put a lot of work 
into Palo in the Park.  Robertson informed council water meters will be on July’s agenda.  ICAP awarded $1000 Grant to the city. Welton adjourn 
meeting at 7:23 pm. Second by Hagstrom. 4 Yeas, 0 Nay. Motion carried (4-0). Respectfully, Lenna Goodale. 

 


