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The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, June 21, 2021 at the Palo Community Center in the Council Chambers. Mayor Eric Van 
Kerckhove called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM with the following council present: Doug Hanover, Angie Brekke, Travis Rieck, Pete 
Hagstrom. Andrea Rahe was absent.  Others Present: Lenna Goodale, City Clerk; Clark Robertson, Public Works; and Erek Sittig, City 
Attorney; Chris Philipp, Building Inspector. Mayor Van Kerckhove led those present in the pledge of allegiance. Hagstrom motioned for 
approval of the agenda. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  Hanover motioned to approve the consent agenda including the bill 
approval, treasurer's report, financial reports, council minutes from May 17 & June 7, 2021. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  

CLAIMS REPORT   

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 

A-1 RENTAL, INC                TRENCHER                          682.53 

ABC DISPOSAL SYSTEMS, INC      SOLID WASTE                       490.72 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    4658.37 

ANDERSON-BOGERT                ENGINEERING                       5674.50 

BLAIRS FERRY TIRE & AUTO       TIRES                             103.00 

BRECKE INC.                    SPLASHPD                3390.23 

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       18579.42 

CINTAS CORPORATION             VARIOUS DEPTS                     836.56 

CITY OF FAIRFAX                INSPECTOR                         2098.33 

CJ COOPER & ASSOCIATES INC     DRUG TESTING DOT                  30.00 

CONSOLIDATED ENERGY CO         FUEL MAINT                        1282.95 

CROELL REDI-MIX, INC.          3/8'PEA GRAVEL                    449.60 

CYNTHIA STIMSON                TRAINING 35.07 

D & K PRODUCTS                 WEED CONTROL                      1187.50 

ECHOVISION VINTON              CAMERAS                           309.93 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2747.63 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2660.38 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      612.00 

ELITE FIRE SPRINKLER SYST      CH TESTS                          7607.00 

EREK SITTIG                    LEGAL FEES                        2268.00 

FRIEDA COONROD EMBROIDERY      CH EMBROID                        21.00 

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.   LEGAL PUBLICATION                 228.91 

HACH COMPANY                   CHEMICALS_WATER                   553.48 

HAWKEYE COMMUNICATION          VALVE TEST                        230.00 

HAWKEYE ELECTRICAL  MONITORING COMM. CTR              261.46 

HAWKINS, INC.                  CHEMICALS                         2370.83 

ICAP                           LIABILITY INS                     52508.00 

IMWCA                          WORKER'S COMP                     2838.00 

IOWA LEAGUE OF CITIES          DUES 7/1-6/30                     929.00 

IOWA ONE CALL                  LOCATES                           56.90 

IPERS                          IPERS                             3352.99 

ITS 5 STATIONS                        793.75 

JAKE'S CUSTOM APPLICATING      MOSQUITO FOGGING                  5625.00 

JUNGE FORD                     BULB                              4.50 

KALA LIEBE                     REFUND CC RENT                    550.00 

KENWOOD RECORDS MGT            RECYCLE BIN                       74.86 

KEYSTONE LABORATORIES          TESTING                           67.60 

KOCH BROTHERS                  COPIES                            121.26 
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LEDGENDS STEEL MFG             REPAIR PLOW                       1290.00 

LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     197.05 

LINN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE   CONTRACT SERVICES             9657.00 

MELVIN KOSKI                   PERM REFUND                       90.00 

MENARDS                        TREE BUCKETS                      130.68 

MERCY MEDICAL CENTER           JOSH DESPARD                      273.00 

MUNICIPAL SUPPLY, INC.         METERS                            1040.00 

MUNSON ELECTRIC INC            PARK LIGHTS                       834.49 

P & K MIDWEST                  EQUIPMT SUPP                      168.21 

PALO COOP.                     PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                864.45 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              IRA DEDUCTION                     2000.00 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              IRA DEDUCTION                     2000.00 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              TRUCK-TRACTOR PAYMENT             16050.00 

PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL        WATER PLNT                        75.00 

RALSTON CONSTRUCTION           LIFT STATION-GAS                  24948.00 

RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      2622.35 

SCHOOLSIN                      PLAYGR BORDER                     2924.81 

IOWA FINANCE AUTHORITY         SEWER PAYMENT                     124303.75 

UHS PREMIUM BILLING            HEALTH INSURANCE 2755.10 

US BANK                        CREDIT CARD                       237.71 

US CELLULAR                    CELL PHONE                        692.66 

US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           215.00 

WENDLING QUARRIES, INC.        BALLFIELD LIME                    79.40 

WEX BANK                       FIRE DEPT FUEL                    199.04 

Accounts Payable Total           319938.96 

Total Paid On:  5/28/21             8383.08 

Total Paid On:  6/11/21             7710.76 

Total Paid On:  6/17/21                                                                                                                                                                              

Total Payroll Paid                  16093.84 

***** REPORT TOTAL *****         336032.80 

May 2021   

General Fund  45590.07 

Road Use Fund  10454.55 

Employee Benefits  1592.91 

Emergency Fund  339.25 

TIF Fund  1070.70 

L.O.S.T.  12002.06 

Debt Service Fund  153014.31 

Water Fund  16603.84 

Sewer Fund  36577.73 

Total Revenue:  277245.42 

   

General Fund  225747.44 

Road Use Fund  3267.92 

Employee Benefits   4495.95 
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TIF Fund  149847.50 

Debt Service Fund  272125.00 

Water Fund  14211.57 

Sewer Fund  38838.78 

Total Expenses:  708534.16 
 
 
Deputy Leeper gave Linn County Sheriff report. Met cities required hours of 87 hours and 50 calls. Resident asked if deputy could drive 
through alleys in town when they patrol the city.  No further discussion. Mayor Van Kerckhove opened audience comments at 6:34 pm. 
Kendra Aarhus, resident of Palo gave documents regarding solar panel with NextEra to Council. Aarhus has been meeting with 
representatives and Linn County Board Members discussing concerns during their meetings.  She wanted to make sure Council is aware of 
10 acres of land in town but is zoned county that could be a part of the solar project.  More discussion had.  Goodale will send documents to 
council members via email. Resident Bill Zeller asked if City could send out information regarding missing books that he brought to City Hall 
on the history of Palo.  They are missing and would like them back.  Mayor Van Kerckhove closed audience comments at 6:45 pm. Robertson 
gave maintenance report.  The maintenance department has been working on the water plant, high water flows. Landscaping at Community 
Hall will be finished this fall.  Mowing the ditches and ROW. Planted trees.  Playground borders are in, stop signs installed at City Hall.  
Cleaned around the pond by the water plant. Cameras have been installed at Memorial Park. Worked on trails; lift station generator has been 
installed. Also have been working on Well #2.  Robertson also discussed Northway Well and Pump Co quote for Well #1.  He will get more 
information for next meeting. Discussion had regarding Building Permit Policy. Philipp stated the City has nothing regarding temporary 
occupancy expiration dates, fees.  Philipp went over some questions council had on the new City of Palo Building Permit Policy. Brekke 
motion to table for next month to make corrections. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had on 806 3rd St regards to 
a sidewalk that was removed from the ROW.  The owner removed the sidewalk from the ROW, without a permit.  Hanover motion that 
property owner needs to pay $25 permit fee or replace sidewalk at his cost. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion Carried (4-0). Ordinance No. 20-
2021 an Ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Palo, Iowa, by amending provisions pertaining to Chapter 15, Mayor. 
Hagstrom motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 20-2021 Chapter 15. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (3-1) Hanover 
voted nay. Hagstrom motion to approve suspending the rules requiring Ordinance No. 20-2021 be voted on at two meetings prior to final 
approval. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  Hagstrom motion for final passage and adoption with respect to Ordinance No. 20-
2021 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PALO CODE OF ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY AMENDING THE PROVISIONS 
PERTAINING TO CHAPTER 15, MAYOR. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (3-1) Hanover voted nay. Ordinance No. 21-2021 an 
Ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Palo, Iowa, by amending Chapter 17, Council. Brekke motion to approve the first 
reading of Ordinance No. 21-2021 Chapter 17. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Brekke motion to approve suspending the 
rules requiring Ordinance No. 21-2021 be voted on at two meetings prior to final approval. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  
Brekke motion for final passage and adoption with respect to Ordinance No. 21-2021 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PALO CODE OF 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY AMENDING THE CHAPTER 17, COUNCIL. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). 
Ordinance No. 23-2021 an Ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Palo, Iowa, by adding Chapter 124 related to mobile 
food service vendors. Brekke motion to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 23-2021 adding Chapter 124 and fees.  Single permit $25, 
annual permit $150 and annual pushcart permit $75. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Brekke motion to approve suspending 
the rules requiring Ordinance No. 23-2021 be voted on at two meetings prior to final approval. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-
0).  Brekke motion for final passage and adoption with respect to Ordinance No. 23-2021 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PALO CODE 
OF ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY ADDING CHAPTER 124 RELATED TO MOBILE FOOD SERVICE VENDORS. Hagstrom 
second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had regarding the quote amount of $19,560 or $15,560. Motion by Rieck to approve the 
28E Agreement with Linn County Maintenance Project in the amount of $15,560 on Covington, Blairs Ferry and Palo Marsh Rd.  Hagstrom 
second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Discussion had on water treatment plant Well #2. Hanover questioned both quotes. Brekke stated she 
felt Northway was more in-depth. Brekke motion to approve $35,775 with Northway Well and Pump Co. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion 
carried (4-0). Robertson informed council on Gee Asphalt. He would like to try a section of high traveled road.  Robertson will get quotes. 
Sittig informed council on 903 2nd St.  House was damaged in storm. Nothing has been done on the property. He stated that the house went 
through foreclosure but not a foreclosure sale.  The house meets a lot of the requirements of abandoned properties under the state code 
which allows the city to file lawsuit to gain title to property. Discussion had on the attempts to contact the owner. Motion by Brekke to follow 
the abandon property state code.  Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Brekke motion to approve Resolution No. 062121B 
increasing all city employee salaries by 5%. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Brekke motion to approve Resolution No. 
062121C regarding water meter fees. Hagstrom second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Hanover motion to approve Resolution No. 
062121D for approving maximum starting wages for new hires in existing part-time employment positions. Rieck second. Roll call. Motion 
carried (4-0). Discussion had regarding Zeller Park firewall. Rieck would like to have a limit on WIFI. Hagstrom motion to approve ITS to 
provide the firewall at Zeller Park for $2,455. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Council agreed to the parking violation tickets 
and fees in chapter 70. Mayor Van Kerckhove left meeting at 8:13 pm returned 8:16 pm. Discussion had on adding edge to concrete 
basketball courts. Council decided to keep flat. Brekke motion to approve the basketball courts at Dry Creek Park and behind post office on 
1st St. with Standard Concrete half court $11,000, full court $21,000 and Ralston $10,800 including grading and seeding.  Hanover second. 
Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Robertson will get quotes for court lines.  Rieck left meeting at 8:27 pm returned 8:30 pm. Discussion had 
where the layout for the volleyball courts will go.  The area will be behind City Hall.  Also had discussion where P&Z recommended a location 
for dog park. Brekke left meeting at 8:33 pm returned at 8:34 pm. Brekke motion to have dog park south of Church St. Hagstrom second. Roll 
call. Motion carried (4-0). Hagstrom left meeting at 8:39 pm returned 8:42 pm. Derek Loffer with Midwest Kickboxing would like council to 
approve renting the gym and kitchen August.  Mayor Van Kerckhove stated one issue was post clean up.  The area was not cleaned well.  
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Loffer stated that he has a cleaning team now. Old Business: Information was given on Secondary Road Project.  Set up Special meeting on 
June 24, 2021, at 5:00 pm. Hagstrom stated he will send Goodale information on T-ball. New Business: Goodale filled out ICAP grant, and city 
received $1,000. CIP meeting will be July 22, 2021, at 7 pm. Meeting adjourned at 8:46 pm.  Respectfully submitted by, Lenna Goodale 
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