
City of Palo    City of Palo Special Council Meeting                    June 29, 2020 
 
 
Council meeting of the Palo City Council was held June 29, 2020. In order to help stop the spread of the COVID-19 
virus, this council meeting of the Palo City Council was held electronically. Chapter 21.8 of the Iowa Code does 
permit an electronic meeting where all members participate remotely when an in-person meeting is impossible 
or impractical, which is certainly true during this crisis. On March 19, 2020, Governor Reynolds issued a 
Proclamation of Disaster Emergency which included a suspension of Iowa laws that would prevent the use of 
electronic meetings or the limitation on the number of people present at an in-person meeting site. Therefore, 
the Mayor Van Kerckhove, Council members Angie Brekke, Doug Hanover, and Travis Rieck. Other city staff 
present: Nancy Hildebrand, Deputy City Clerk; Clark Robertson, Public Works; and Erek Sittig, City Attorney was 
present electronically. The agenda and the City’s social media had this message posted more than 24 hours in 
advance to give instructions on how others could participate in the meeting: Due to the COVID-19 crisis, the City 
of Palo will be holding city council meeting electronically via a conference call. If you would like to participate, 
just before the meeting start time, you must call 1-978-990-5000 and enter this access code: 705258. Only staff 
are allowed in City Hall. Mayor Van Kerckhove called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM and led the pledge of 
allegiance. Hanover motioned for approval of the agenda. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (3-0).  There 
were no audience comments when asked.  Prairie Road Builders & LL Pelling regarding roads:  No quote from LL 
Pelling; Prairie Road Builders will submit new quote after list adjustments are made and Robertson rides with 
Prairie Road Builders to identify roads that need attention.  Brekke motioned to table. Hanover second. Roll call. 
Motion to table carried (3-0).  Brekke motioned for approval of zero-turn lawnmower to be purchased for $7,929 
from P&K.  Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (3-0).  Hanover left meeting at 7:26 pm and returned at 7:28 
pm.  Rieck left meeting at 7:29 pm and returned at 7:33 pm.  Pat Callahan spoke to help with Capital 
Improvement Planning in identifying projects, how they will be paid, and determining the timing for completing 
these projects. Projects will be discussed at later date to begin this process. 
Iowa Northern Railway Company would like to utilize space by railroad tracks over a one-year period.  Hanover 
motioned to table until we can get a representative from Iowa Northern Railway to be present to discuss this in 
more detail. Rieck seconded. Roll call. Motion to table carried (3-0). After a few discussions, Rieck motioned to 
approve Resolution 062920A to hire Part-time office employee, Melanie Plumb to work part-time in City Hall 
effective Monday, July 6, with an hourly rate of $14.00/hour. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (3-0).  Old 
Business: Brekke mentioned that the subject of mosquitos was brought to our attention.  Mayor will reach out to 
the current mosquito sprayer and share the response at the next council meeting.  New Business: Hanover spoke 
on behalf of the residents not being able to attend the council meetings due to COVID and the need to keep our 
transparency. Hanover motioned to adjourn. Brekke second. Meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, Nancy Hildebrand 
 


