
City of Palo    City of Palo Regular Council Meeting                    July 20, 2020 
 
The Palo City Council met in open session Monday, July 20, 2020 at the Palo Community Center in the Council Chambers. 
Mayor Van Kerckhove called the meeting to order at 6:36 PM with the following Council present: Doug Hanover, Andrea 
Rahe, Travis Rieck, Angie Brekke.  Others Present: Lenna Goodale, City Clerk; Nancy Hildebrand, Deputy Clerk; Clark 
Robertson, Public Works; and Erek Sittig, City Attorney. Mayor Van Kerckhove led those present in the pledge of allegiance. 
Hanover motioned for approval of the agenda. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  Hanover motioned to 
approve the consent agenda including the bill approval, DAR, Treasurer's report, Council minutes from June 15 and June 29, 
2020, Goodale’s completion of IMFOA and Whiskey River liquor license. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). 

CLAIM REPORT   

VENDOR REFERENCE                      AMOUNT 

A-1 RENTAL, INC                COMM CENTER       176.10 

ABC DISPOSAL                   SOLID WASTE            1,823.98 

ALLIANT ENERGY                 GAS & ELECTRIC                    5,054.46 

ANDERSON-BOGERT                ENGINEERING                       7,688.00 

BRECKE INC.                    REPLACE CHECK VALVE               4,648.92 

BRYAN MATSON                   TSHIRT REIMBURSE           40.64 

CEDAR RAPIDS MUN. UTIL.        SEWER USAGE                       16,305.83 

CEDAR RIVER GARDEN CENTER      MULCH 116.00 

CITY OF FAIRFAX                INSPECTOR                         2,542.20 

CONSOLIDATED ENERGY CO         GASOLINE                          452.25 

CORRIDOR METROPOLITAN PLANNING FY21 MPO DUES            721.32 

CR/LC SOLID WASTE AGENCY       SOLID WASTE                       121.44 

CROELL REDI-MIX, INC.           ROCK                    1,204.60 

CROWBAR'S LTD                  SUPPLIES                          26.00 

CUSTOM HOSE & SUPPLIES         LAWNMOWER PARTS                   46.63 

CYNTHIA STIMSON                TRAINING                228.09 

CYNTHIA STIMSON                TRAINING                194.55 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      3,330.85 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      2,488.70 

EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      612.00 

EREK SITTIG                    LEGAL FEES                        1,722.00 

FRIEDA COONROD EMBROIDERY      2 HI-VIS EMBROIDERY               8.00 

GAZETTE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.   LEGAL PUBLICATION                 224.94 

HACH COMPANY                   CHEMICALS_WATER                   287.48 

HAWKEYE COMMUNICATION          FIRE ALARM REPAIR                 316.25 

HAWKINS, INC.                  CHEMICALS_SEWER                   965.24 

HR GREEN COMPANY               LIFT STATION INSPECT              5,400.00 

ICAP                           LIABILITY INSURANCE               43,297.00 

IMWCA                          WORKER'S COMP                     1,151.00 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE      STATE WITHHOLDING         2,325.00 

IOWA ONE CALL                  LOCATES                           107.30 

IOWA WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT     UNEMPLOYMENT                      740.30 

IPERS                          IPERS                             3,311.52 

INFRASTRUCTURE TECHNOLOGY SOLU IT SUPPORT                        572.40 

JAKE'S CUSTOM APPLICATING      MOSQUITO                 1,400.00 

JETCO, INC.                    WATER PLNT MAINT                  428.25 

JOHN DEERE FINANCIAL           STMT 5/28-6/27                    652.09 

KEN-WAY TRUCKING               CC VACUUM MULCH                   700.00 



KENWOOD RECORDS MGT            RECYCLE BIN                       62.41 

KEYSTONE LABORATORIES          TESTING                           813.40 

KOCH BROTHERS                  BASE CONTRACT                     74.90 

LINN CO TREASURER              28E BLAIRS FERRY 2/3 PAYMENT      165,141.01 

LINN COOPERATIVE               LAWN FERTILIZER                   2,596.00 

LINN COUNTY REC                STREET LIGHTS                     197.12 

LINN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE   CONTRACT FOR SERVICES             9,360.00 

LOWRY EQUIPMENT                REPAIR VEH PARTS                  183.56 

MATT SWEHLA                    GRUB & FERT               649.00 

MENARDS                        WOOD FOR SHOP                     105.64 

MID-AMERICA RESEARCH CHEMICAL  CHEM SUPPLIES             1,170.54 

MUNICIPAL SUPPLY, INC.         METERS                            1,248.80 

NCL OF WISCONSIN INC           WATER TESTING                     193.56 

OFFICE EXPRESS                 SUPPLIES                          34.90 

P & K MIDWEST                   MOWER                       7,929.00 

PALO COOP.                     PHONE/FAX/INTERNET                884.84 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              IRA DEDUCTION                     2,000.00 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              IRA DEDUCTION                     2,000.00 

PALO SAVINGS BANK              ACH FEE (NSF FEE)                 3.00 

PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL        PEST-MAINT                        80.25 

RALSTON CONSTRUCTION           CULVERT CLEAN/FLARE               300.00 

RED LION RENEWABLES            SOLAR PANELS                      2,890.49 

RUDD SANITATION INC.           SOLID WASTE                       6,545.00 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE     SALES 2020                536.00 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE      WET TAX 2020              2,524.00 

SMARTCOVER SYSTEM              1-YR WARR        2,578.00 

STOREY KENWORTHY               SUPPLIES                          178.70 

UHS PREMIUM BILLING            HEALTH INSURANCE 2,002.83 

UMB BANK                       GO FEES 500.00 

US BANK                        SUPPLIES                          1,141.91 

US CELLULAR                    CELL PHONE                        253.39 

US GEOLOGICAL SURVEY           RENEWAL 20-21       2,880.00 

US POSTAL                      POSTAGE                           247.50 

USA BLUEBOOK                   TESTING                           217.22 

Accounts Payable Total           328,954.30 

Total Paid On:  6/26/20             10,468.40 

Total Paid On:  7/09/20                                                                                                                                                                              

Total Paid On:  7/10/20             6,941.25 

Total Payroll Paid                  17,409.65 

***** REPORT TOTAL *****         346,363.95 

REVENUE GENERAL                         37,915.79 

 ROAD USE                        6,140.34 

 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS               1,243.72 

 EMERGENCY FUND 197.47 

 L.O.S.T. FUND 11,141.57 

 TIF FUND 84.08 

 DEBT SERVICE 129,390.62 

 WATER 16,049.50 



 SEWER   36,461.44 

 TOTAL 238,624.53 

EXPENSES   

 GENERAL                         48,013.34 

 ROAD USE                        3,069.19 

 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS               6,330.26 

 TIF FUND 128,163.28 

 DEBT SERVICE 1,635.41 

 WATER 20,480.92 

 SEWER 139,832.32 

 TOTAL 347,524.72 

   

   

Linn County Sheriff Report: Linn County Sheriff Deputy Streets presented the activity report with 145.3 hrs 
worked and 87 actual hours required with 51 calls for service. No discussion. 
Audience comments on agenda items.  Resident asked about no parking on 1st St. and Vinton St.  Mayor Van 
Kerckhove stated will be addressed on item 16. 
Department Reports: Robertson gave monthly report. Mayor Van Kerckhove asked Robertson about the 
alternating watering schedule.  Robertson stated in the beginning it was working though now residents are not 
following the schedule. Robertson asks residents to continue following the alternating watering schedule. 
Goodale will send a reminder to residents. Hanover stated that prior council had shut splash pad down if City had 
to ask residents to follow watering schedule.  Robertson said City has changed splash pad hours and has only one 
feature running at a time. 
Iowa Northern Railway Co: Amy explained the plans for source and transload organic grains for movement via 
carload to processing facilities across the county.  Hanover against idea because near residential area. Brekke 
agreed. Discussion had. Brekke motion to deny the request Iowa Northern Railway Company’s to utilize 7th Street 
access.  Hanover second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). 
Discussion had pertaining to increasing water rates. ORDINANCE No. 9-2020 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO WATER RATES. Hanover 
motioned for final passage and adoption with respect to ORDINANCE No. 9-2020 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO WATER RATES. Brekke 
second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  
Discussion had pertaining to the concrete stoop. ORDINANCE No. 11-2020 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE 
OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 155-BUILDING CODE. Brekke motioned 
to approve the second reading of Ordinance No. 11-2020. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Brekke 
motion to suspend the third reading. Rahe second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  Brekke motioned to approve 
final passage and adoption with respect to ORDINANCE No. 11-2020 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 155-BUILDING CODE. Hanover second. Roll 
call. Motion carried (4-0). 
Discussion had regarding ORDINANCE No. 12-2020 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF 
THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY AMENDING THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP AND ZONING DISTRICT BOUNDARIES OF 
THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA 300 BLAIRS FERRY RD. Hanover motioned to approve the second reading on Ordinance 
No. 12-2020 amending the Official Zoning Map and Zoning District Boundaries of the City of Palo, Iowa- 300 Blairs 
Ferry Rd. Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  Brekke would like to see Ordinance No. 12-2020 go to 
third and final reading for August 17, 2020.  
Discussion had on Considering Ordinance No. 14-2020 An Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Palo, Iowa, By Amending Provisions Pertaining to Chapter 152 Culvert Regulations. Hanover motioned to 
approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 14-2020. Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). Brekke 
motioned to suspend requirements for three readings of Ordinance No. 14-2020. Hanover second. Roll call. 



Motion carried (4-0). Brekke motioned for final passage and adoption with respect to Ordinance No. 14-2020 AN 
ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PALO CODE OF ORDINANCE OF 2008, OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA, BY AMENDING 
THE PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO CHAPTER 152 CULVERT REGULATIONS. Hanover second. Roll call. Motion 
carried (4-0).  
Discussion had regarding Linn County Secondary Roads project starting in 2021. Hanover motioned to approve 
Blairs Ferry Rd $280,340.12 and Palo Marsh Rd $230,475.68. Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). 
Discussion had on Prairie Road Builders quote.  Hanover motioned to approve $12,810.70 and to add the west 
end of Church St and 3rd Street not to exceed $1500.  Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). 
Setting the public hearing for Watson Commercial Park, Lots 7-9.  Discussion had. Brekke motioned to approve 
setting the public hearing for August 17, 2020. 
Rahe motioned to approve Resolution No. 072020A for mileage reimbursement rate at $.575.  Brekke second. 
Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). 
Board of Adjustments open seats. Goodale will send resident email and post on Facebook. 
Discussion had on Resolution No. 072020B No Parking on 1st St. and Vinton St. Rahe motioned to approve 
Resolution No. 072020B. Rieck second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0). 
Overflow parking at baseball fields: Robertson will post new signs. City will send map to baseball group for 
additional parking behind old bank. 
Rieck motioned to create a position for a third full-time employee for the Public Works Department. Brekke 
second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  Rieck asked if council needs to appoint a hiring committee. Hanover and 
Rieck will be on the hiring committee.   
Resident requested to be on the agenda.  Mr. Lewis’ concern are baseballs landing in his yard.  Discussion had.  
Mayor Van Kerckhove will speak with Hagstrom to get some quotes. 
Mr. Zeller requested to be on the agenda.  He feels new mosquito vender is not working.  Discussion was had. 
Mayor Van Kerckhove will contact vender to see if there is more, they can do for the City. 
Rahe motioned to approve Resolution No. 072020C to increase NSF payment fees to $30.  Brekke second. Roll 
call. Motion carried (4-0). Rieck suggested fees be $35 for admin fee.  Rahe motion to change Resolution No. 
072020C to $35.  Brekke second. Roll call. Motion carried (4-0).  
Audience-Council input on non-agenda items. Resident asked about putting alley on Prairie Road Builders.  
Hanover stated it was already on quote. Also had two concerns regarding drainage. By Palo Coop and north side 
of Brogan’s.  Matt Swehla stated that everyone is doing a phenomenal job with the City and he appreciates it. 
Resident asked if the median in intersection by Mini Mart was going to be removed. Hanover stated next year. 
Mr. Zeller brought in packets for Council. Mayor Van Kerckhove informed him that he needs to give packets to 
Clerk to be added to council packets.  
Two residents from Pleasant Creek Estates would like to be on the agenda for next month to add a welcome sign.  
They have also been cleaning out the culvert on Palo Marsh Rd and lawn care behind Pleasant Creek Estates.  
Mayor Van Kerckhove mentioned that there could not be discussion regarding this topic, and they needed to fill 
out agenda request form.  Rieck discussed 810 Iowa Ave - the ditch by Brogan’s that goes down by the river.  
Mayor Van Kerckhove asked Rieck to email him the information to have City engineer look at.  Motion by Brekke 
to adjourn, seconded by Hanover, meeting adjourned at 8:04 pm. 
Respectfully submitted by, Lenna Goodale 

 


