
ORDINANCE NO. 95-2026 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
PALO, IOWA, BY ADDING PROVISIONS GOVERNING THE SALE, SERVICE, 

DISPENSING, OR FURNISHING OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES BY VENDORS IN 
CITY PARKS 

 
SECTION I.  PURPOSE. The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish local requirements 
for persons, businesses, vendors, or event sponsors seeking to sell, serve, dispense, furnish, or 
otherwise provide alcoholic beverages in a City park or other public property as part of a special 
event or other approved activity. 
 
SECTION II.  SECTION ADDED. The following constitutes an entirely new section of 
Chapter 120 of the City Code and thus no underline or struck through language is included.  
 

CHAPTER 120 

LIQOUR LICENSES AND WINE AND BEER PERMITS 

 
120.07 ALCOHOL SALES AND SERVICE IN CITY PARKS  
 

1. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms shall have the meanings set 
forth below: 

A. Alcoholic beverage  means alcoholic liquor, wine, beer, or any other beverage 
containing alcohol and regulated under Chapter 123 of the Code of Iowa. 

B. Alcohol service area  means the specific area within a City park approved by the 
City for the sale, service, dispensing, furnishing, or other provision of alcoholic 
beverages by a vendor. 

C. City park  means any park, parkland, trail, recreational area, open space, or other 
real property owned, leased, managed, or controlled by the City and made available 
for public recreational use. This definition includes public streets when temporarily 
closed recreational use.  

D. Vendor  means any person, business, licensee, permittee, event sponsor, 
organization, or other entity that sells, serves, dispenses, furnishes, or otherwise 
provides alcoholic beverages to another person in connection with an event, 
activity, or commercial operation. 
 

2. City Approval Required. No vendor shall sell, serve, dispense, furnish, or otherwise 
provide any alcoholic beverage to another person in a City park unless the City has first 
approved the event, activity, or use of the City park for such purpose. 
 

3. License Required. No vendor shall sell, serve, dispense, furnish, or otherwise provide any 
alcoholic beverage in a City park unless the vendor holds all licenses, permits, privileges, 
endorsements, temporary approvals, outdoor service authorizations, or other approvals 
required by State law, local ordinance, and the Iowa Alcoholic Beverages Division for the 
specific location, date, time, and event. 



 
4. Alcohol Service Area Required. No vendor shall sell, serve, dispense, furnish, or otherwise 

provide any alcoholic beverage in a City park except within an alcohol service area 
approved by the City. 
 

5. Fencing and Boundary Required. The alcohol service area shall be enclosed, fenced, 
barricaded, or otherwise physically marked in a manner approved by the City so that the 
boundaries of the alcohol service area are clear, discernible, and identifiable. Acceptable 
fencing, barriers, or boundaries may include, but are not limited to, temporary event 
fencing, snow fencing, woven wire fencing, barbless split-rail fencing, three-rail or four-
rail fencing, barricades, gates, rope-and-stanchion systems, or other comparable fencing, 
barriers, or boundaries approved by the City. 
 

6. Site Plan Required. Before approval may be granted under this section, the applicant shall 
submit a site plan showing the proposed alcohol service area. The site plan shall identify, 
at a minimum: 
 

A. The location and boundaries of the alcohol service area; 
B. The type and location of proposed fencing, barriers, gates, or other boundaries; 
C. All entrances and exits; 
D. The location where alcoholic beverages will be sold, served, dispensed, furnished, 

or otherwise provided; 
E. Any entertainment area, stage, seating area, or gathering area associated with the 

event; 
F. Restroom facilities (including portable/temporary facilities); 
G. Any other information reasonably required by the City to evaluate the proposed 

event, alcohol service area, or use of City property. 
 

7. Conditions for Approval. The City may impose reasonable conditions on any approval 
granted under this section. Such conditions may include, but are not limited to, 
requirements concerning: 

A. The approved date and hours of the event; 
 

B. The approved location and size of the alcohol service area; 
 

C. The type, placement, maintenance, and removal of fencing, barriers, gates, or other 
boundaries; 
 

D. Access control and prevention of alcohol sales or service outside the approved 
alcohol service area; 
 

E. Security, law enforcement presence, emergency access, or public safety measures; 
 

F. Insurance, including liquor liability insurance if required by the City; 
 

G. Indemnification of the City; 



 
H. Trash removal, cleanup, and restoration of City property; 

 
I. Restroom facilities; 
 
J. Parking and traffic control; 

 
K. Amplified sound or entertainment; and 

 
L. Any other condition reasonably related to protecting public health, safety, welfare, 

or City property. 
 

8. Compliance with other laws. A vendor approved under this section shall comply with all 
applicable Federal, State, and local laws, all requirements of the Iowa Alcoholic Beverages 
Division, all conditions of any applicable alcohol license or permit, all provisions of this 
Code, and all conditions imposed by the City. 
 

9. Non-Transfer. City approval to use a City park for an event involving alcoholic beverages 
does not transfer, assign, extend, or convey any alcohol license, permit, privilege, or other 
State authorization. The vendor shall be solely responsible for obtaining and maintaining 
all required licenses, permits, privileges, endorsements, temporary approvals, outdoor 
service authorizations, or other approvals required for the event. 
 

10. Revocation, Suspension, Modification. The City may revoke, suspend, modify, or 
condition any approval granted under this section if the City determines that the vendor, 
event sponsor, applicant, or any person acting on their behalf has violated this section, any 
condition of approval, any provision of this Code, any requirement of State law, or any 
requirement of the Iowa Alcoholic Beverages Division, or if the City determines that 
continued alcohol sales or service may create a risk to public health, safety, welfare, or 
City property. 

 
SECTION III.  SECTION AMENDED. The following constitutes amended language to 
section 120.05 of the City Code with underlined text indicating new language and struck through 
text indicating language removed.  
 
120.05 PROHIBITED SALES AND ACTS.  
 

the following: 
 
No changes to subsections 1 through 11. 
 
12. Sales or Service in City Parks. Sell, serve, dispense, furnish, or otherwise provide any alcoholic 
beverage to another person in a City park except in compliance with Section 120.07 of this Code. 
  
 




